What NIMS Compliance Means For Schools

As of September 2006, all local education agencies (LEAs) that receive funding under the Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools (REMS) grant from the U.S. Department of Education or state homeland security programs must become familiar with the National Incident Management System (NIMS) and take certain steps to comply with its guidelines. To do this, LEAs must complete the following tasks:

1. Administer the introductory course offered online by FEMA to key personnel. 

2. Formally recognize NIMS and adopt its principles and policies. 

3. Establish a NIMS baseline and monitor progress in meeting all requirements. 

4. Establish a time frame and strategy for full implementation. 

5. Establish use of the Incident Command System (ICS). 

It is not a requirement for schools that do not receive these grant funds to be NIMS compliant, but it is beneficial for them to be familiar with the concepts, language, and operating structures. The NIMS is made up of six major components:

Command and Management

These structures include the ICS, multiagency coordination systems, and public information systems to provide clear leadership and con­sistent communications.

Preparedness 

This includes planning, training, exercises, personnel qualifications, equip­ment acquisition, mutual aid, and publications management. 

Resource Management 

This refers to the steps required to describe, request, mobilize, track, and recover resources used dur­ing an incident response. 

Communications and Information Management 

This includes the incident management commu­nications, such as radios or pag­ers, and protocols to ensure key personnel get the information they need to make informed decisions. 

Supporting Technologies 

This refers to the voice and data com­munications systems.

Ongoing Management and Maintenance 

This component provides oversight of NIMS, sup­porting routine review and con­tinuous refinement of the system in general.

The REMS Technical Assistance Center developed a publication that includes a checklist for schools to use in meeting NIMS requirements. View the document, a part of the center’s Helpful Hints series, online at http://rems.ed.gov and click on the Publications link and then the Helpful Hints link to find Vol. 1, Issue 1 (2006). 

For information on the NIMS training from FEMA visit

http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nims/nims_training.shtm.
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