Terrorism and Emergency Law (Law-994X-0)

Professor William C. Nicholson

Thursday 6:20 – 8:30 p.m.

Law Building Room 249

January 17
Introduction to Terrorism and Emergency Law



The Emergency as Defense in Contract and Tort 



Definitions of Emergency, Disaster and Terrorism

January 24
Discussion of Stafford Act

Guest Speaker: John P. Carey, Esq.

Senior Vice President, MBNA, NA.

Former General Counsel

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

January 31
Liabilities of Volunteer Organizations

February 7
Civil Rights Issues and Limits on Immigration



Guest Speaker: Drewry Nash Fennell, Esq.



Executive Director



ACLU of Delaware

February 14
Federalism and Emergency Response – Paper Topic Due

Federal Response Plan v. National Contingency Plan, Posse Comitatus 

Guest Speaker: Ruth Flanders, Esq.

Environmental Law Team Leader

US Army Soldier and Biological Chemical Command

Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD

February 21
Powers of Governors in Emergency Situations


Presidential Decision Directives 39, 62 and 63


Legal Practice in a Disaster

Guest Speaker: Michael Herman, Esq. 

Legislative and Regulatory Counsel

FEMA Office of General Counsel

February 28
Presidential War Making Powers, the War Powers Act

HJ 64 ATH “Authorization for Use of Military Force”

The Road Not Taken: HJ 62 IH “Declaration of War”

March 7
Spring Break – no class

March 14
Declaration of Emergency - September 14, 2001

Guest Speaker: Michael D. Brown, Esq.

General Counsel and Acting Deputy Director

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

March 21
Legislation: Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978, Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996, USA PATRIOT Act of 2001


Guest Speaker: John Sylvester, Esq.


Supervisory Special Agent

Federal Bureau of Investigation

March 28
The International Effort Against Terrorism, Class Presentations

UN Resolution 1373 on Terrorism, September 28, 2001

April 4

International Controls on Weapons of Mass Destruction



Guest Speaker: Professor Barry Kellman, Esq.



DePaul University School of Law



Director, International Criminal Justice and Weapons Control Institute


April 11 
Class Presentations

April 18
Class Presentations: Paper Due 

April 25
Last Day of Class: Semester Wrap Up

