THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
SUMMER SEMESTER 2010

TITLE:  SWK 621 Introduction to Disaster Studies:  the Social Work Role   


INSTRUCTOR:  Tom Osowski, PhD, MSW

Office Location:  105F – Gulf Coast Student Services Center, Gulfport MS
Office Phone:  228-214-3297
Office E-Mail:  tom.osowski@usm.edu 
Office Hours:  by appointment only

Department Phone:  228-214-3262

PREREQUISITES: None
COREQUISITES:  None

	
If a student has a disability that qualifies under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information on appropriate policies and procedures. Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical disabilities, or chronic health disorders. Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical condition/disability qualifies. 
                Address:        The University of Southern Mississippi 
                                      Office for Disability Accommodations
                                      118 College Drive #8586
                                      Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001
                 Voice Telephone: (601) 266-5024 or (228) 214-3232
                 Fax: (601) 266-6035
Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi  Relay Service at 1-800-582-3232 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at      Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu.





PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this Social Work Elective Graduate Course is to introduce the student to the topic of disaster, disaster management and the social work role in responding to natural and human caused disasters.  This course will prepare the social work student in introductory disaster management and response in providing services to individuals and communities that are appropriate to the situation, culturally sensitive, knowledge based, and effective resource referral and management.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1.  Define a natural caused disaster and a human caused disaster.
2. Identify several different social work theories that can be applied to disaster management.
3. Identify, and understand the role of, the various agencies and providers that respond to disasters.
4. Understand the role that poverty and culture play in how people prepare for, react to, and recover from disasters.
5. Develop a usable disaster preparedness plan for a fictional South Mississippi community, called Doomsville.
6. Compare and contrast disaster preparation, response and recovery in the United States Gulf South and our Caribbean neighbor countries.

REQUIRED TEXT:
There will be reading materials, such as journals and news articles used to supplement the topics presented in class


Note: Additional readings may be assigned throughout the semester and made available.



TEACHING / LEARNING APPROACHES:
Content is presented in lecture and group discussion formats. Periodically, special guest lecturers from local disaster or social service agencies will present to the class. Students are encouraged to incorporate previous liberal arts course content, their life experiences, and their volunteer experiences in class discussion to help them evaluate their responses to the material presented. In-class exercises will also be used. These include opportunities for role play, debates, and use of media as a means to understanding the social work role in responding to disasters. 

This course will also meet in non-university locations, such as the Emergency Operations Center, Homeless Shelters, Medical setting etc.  Students should plan for a variety of “learning settings” throughout the class period.  Student should be prepared to dress in “business casual attire” each day the class is in session.










COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1. 	Students are expected to take an active role in their own learning.  Class participation is required and students are expected to be prepared for class discussion.
2. 	Attendance is required.  Students absent from any class period, or portion of the class, will NOT pass this course.  
3. 	Students will be expected to complete all exams at the scheduled time.
4.  	Students will be expected to work on group projects, and present the outcome of these group projects to the class. 
5. 	Students will complete a review of the literature that is connected with the group project on an assigned aspect of this course.
6. 	Assignments are due as described on each separate assignment sheet.  No assignment will be accepted that is late, or does not follow the instructions provided on the assignment sheet. 

EVALUATION: 
Each student will be evaluated on the following scale of academic excellence:  

Task					Percentage of Final Grade		Grade Scale
Final Exam						20%			A:  97 – 100%
Literature Review and Presentation			20%			A-: 93 – 96 %
Resource Database Development			20%			B+: 89 – 92 %
“Doomsville” Exercise				20%			B: 85 – 88 %
Class Participation					20%			B-:  81 – 84 %
										C+: 77 -80%
										C:  73 – 76 %
										C-: 69 – 72%
										D+: 65-68%
										D: 61 – 64%
										F: 60% or ↓

Each assignment, including the review of the literature presentation, will have a point total, which will be converted to a percentage leading to your final grade.  There will be a comprehensive final exam.

REQUIREMENTS:
1.  Students will be expected to attend each class period, and participate in class activities and complete assignments as described.
2. Students will present to the class on their literature review about an assigned topic related to social work and its role in disaster management.  
3. Students will develop a database of resources highlighting social work theories on disaster management, working with special populations, cultural issues related to disaster, and basic guiding principles of expected agency/providers who respond to disasters.
4. Students will develop a disaster preparedness, response to, and recovery from a disaster at our fictional South Mississippi community of Doomsville.
Course Schedule  
(subject to change)

Date				Topic				       Readings/Assignment

# 1				Class Introduction Disaster Overview
				Natural versus Human caused disaster

# 2, # 3			SW theories and their connection to disasters
				Strengths perspective/Problem-solving/Systems theory

# 4	SW Disaster and Law Enforcement/ Community Evacuation/Poverty/Policy & Practice Implications
	WHO IS REALLY IN CHARGE?

# 5				SW Disaster and Housing/Built Capital/Poverty
				Policy & Practice Implications
				Mandatory evacuations?  People who refuse to leave

# 6				SW Disaster and Healthcare/Mental Health Issues
				Policy & Practice Implications

# 7, # 8	SW Disaster and Case Management (Incl:  children/special needs/elderly issues)
	Policy & Practice Implications
	Communication/legal issues

# 9, # 10	SW Disaster and Gulf South/Tropical Implications of Disaster.  Cuba, United States and Haiti Response to disaster.
	Policy & Practice Implications

# 11, # 12			SW Disaster and the People/Services/Groups that respond
				Policy/Practice and Practical Implications
				FEMA/Red Cross/Churches/Individuals

# 13				SW Disaster and Cultural Diversity
				Policy & Practice Implications

# 14				Course conclusion/project and final exam
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