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COURSE OVERVIEW

The purpose of this course in homeland security is to explore the boundaries of this 21st century national security mission by examining the threats, the actors, and the organizational structures and resources required to defend the American homeland.

However, few terms currently used in the national security lexicon are more misunderstood than "homeland security" or "homeland defense." Despite the fact that both terms have been used in numerous DoD and other national security documents since first introduced in the 1997 Report from the National Defense Panel; there is no "official" definition of either homeland security or homeland defense. (From 1997 through late 2000, homeland defense was the most frequently used term, however, the term most frequently used today on Capitol Hill, the Pentagon and the majority of think tanks is homeland security.)

This lack of consensus definition often causes confusion. For instance, does homeland security include National Missile Defense, the war on drugs, large-scale illegal immigration, and/or transnational criminal organizations? Is homeland security just another term for counter terrorism? Does it include protection of cyber space, satellites, and American citizens living overseas? This course will not provide the student with a "school solution" to these questions. Instead, it will challenge the students to engage in a comprehensive analysis of what some have called, "the most important national security mission in the 21st century." 
RESEARCH PROJECT:

Early in the semester, students will be assigned roles for the DARK WINTER exercise. Preparation for these roles will require the students to research and analyze the missions and perspectives of the governmental organizations they will represent.

NOTE:

Due to the rapidly changing nature of Homeland Security, the on-line version of this syllabus will be the "official version." Before beginning your readings for each lesson, please check the on-line version to ensure you are reading the most up-to-date material. The syllabus and many other useful tools and links are available at http://www.homelandsecurity.org/. or http://www.homelandsecurity.org/ELECTIVE5994/index.cfm 
