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Advanced Topics in Terrorism

PAD 4375  //     Online      //    Fall  2012


	COURSE INSTRUCTOR
DAVID MERRICK
BELLAMY BUILDING, ROOM 644
MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY 4PM TO 5PM
OFFICE: 644-9961      
CELL: 850-980-7098      
E-MAIL: dmerrick@cdrp.net
	COURSE MENTOR
BRAD SKILLMAN
BELLAMY BUILDING, ROOM 645
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
OFFICE: 644-9961      
CELL: 727-504-7374      
E-MAIL: bskillman@cdrp.net




Required Texts
· The Five Front War by D. Byman  2008
http://www.amazon.com/The-Five-Front-War-Better/dp/0471788341/ref=sr_1_fkmr2_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1345817747&sr=1-1-fkmr2&keywords=%E2%80%A2+The+Five+Front+War+by+D.+Byman+2008
· The Dark Side by J. Mayer 2008
h
· Other readings as assigned

Course Pre-requisite
· Because this course builds upon common theories and concepts about the terrorist environment, the pre-requisite of “Introduction to Terrorism” from the Askew School of Public Administration, or other relevant courses from other departments, are necessary to be able to contribute meaningfully in this course.  Ask the instructor if you have any questions.

Course Objectives
To review the contemporary evolution of terrorism and the current direction of global terrorism with regards to domestic policies and programs.  Specifically students will be able to:

· Evaluate various anti-terrorism policies and programs.
· Evaluate different domestic anti-terrorism agencies, programs, and initiatives.
· Evaluate different terrorist organizational strategies for logistics, recruitment, and ideological support.
· Study and perform targeted research into various terrorist organizations and terrorism topics.
· Understand and evaluate the various asymmetrical warfare methodologies and their purpose within violence oriented organization.
· Understand and describe dark networks and the organizational theory used for terrorist organizations. 

Course Structure
· This is intended to be an interactive and topically focused series of facilitated discussions on topics requiring research and effort on the part of the students.
· The professor reserves the right to change the syllabus as needed during the course to incorporate or respond to new information.


Course Expectations
Additional readings on the weekly topics are encouraged.  If you find related articles that are pertinent to the class, please bring them in to share with the class.  The professor retains the right to assign additional readings during the course of the semester.

	Grade
	Top
	Bottom
	Spread

	A
	100
	94
	7

	A-
	93
	90
	4

	B+
	89
	86
	4

	B
	85
	82
	4

	B-
	81
	79
	3

	C+
	78
	76
	3

	C
	75
	72
	4

	C-
	71
	69
	3

	D+
	68
	66
	3

	D
	65
	63
	3

	D-
	62
	60
	3

	F
	59
	0
	59




	Assignments

	Assignment
	Value

	Presented Paper
	20%

	Presenter Responses
	10%

	Class Responses
	10%

	Reading Quizzes
	40% (2 @ 20% each)

	Discussion Board
	20%

	Total
	100%













.








Weekly Reading Response
Each week a student will present a position paper on a chosen topic.  The requirements for the presented paper will be given below.  The point of these papers is for the student to present a well-researched, well-written position that may be controversial.  This is not simply a research paper.  This paper requires that you provide an argument for something.  You can advocate a for an existing government policy, suggest a new policy, disagree with an existing policy, attempt to change opinions about terrorist groups, confront something you believe to be a falsehood, etc.  Because this course is designed to be interactive the students who are not posting papers that week will write responses after reading the presented paper.  The presenter will then address each of the responses with their own.  This is designed to resemble a discussion that would take place in a classroom.  
Because of the large class size students will be broken up into groups.  
Students are responsible for posting and responding only in their groups.
 (
Assigned Student
 presents a paper
)
 (
Class
 writes responses
) (
Assigned Student
 responds to all
)


	Guidelines:  All information presented by everyone must be cited.
		Presenter Paper:  Four pages.  Papers must be posted to the appropriate discussion board by the Tuesday of the assigned week.  The papers will be submitted two ways:  1) To the appropriate Discussion Board, 2) To a SafeAssign folder in the Assignments tab for plagiarism review.  So long as you cite all your material you’ll be fine.
		Class Responses:  Minimum 300 words that must provide an enhancement or counterpoint.  The presenter must be able to actually respond to your post.  Do not simply write an agreement without providing any new information or support.  Responses must be posted by the Friday of the assigned week.
		Presenter Responses:  No minimum, but must actually respond to each post.  These responses must be posted by the Sunday of the assigned week.

	A pool of possible topics will be given to students by Wednesday, August 29th.  Each possible topic will have a thread in the Topics discussion board.  Students will choose a topic by posting their name as a reply to the thread.  Because of the large number of students we will allow multiple students to write on the same topic, but only one in each group.  Topics will be chosen on a first come, first serve basis.  Details about groups will come once the class roster has settled.
	The order of presentations will be provided during the second week of classes once selections have been made by the students.  Volunteers presenting in the third week (starting Sept 10) will have the benefit of being graded more lenient as the assignment will be new to everyone.  If any students would like to present first during week (starting Sept 10) please email Mr. Skillman.
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Quizzes
Students will have two reading quizzes, one on each of the assigned texts.  Details on these will be provided closer to the exam dates.

Discussion Board Participation
Students are expected to participate in course discussions and activities.  In order to facilitate this discussion the instructors will be doing weekly postings to the Discussion Boards.  Students are required to post to this Discussion Board twice each week.  There are no general requirements for these postings but students must add to the ongoing discussion in a meaningful way in order to receive credit.


Honor Code 
Students are expected to do their own original work.  Any student caught cheating, including using papers, reports or tests from other students will be penalized to the full extent allowed by the Student Handbook.  

The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the University’s expectations for the integrity of students’ academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members throughout the process.  Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy and for living up to their pledge to “. . . be honest and truthful and . . . [to] strive for personal and institutional integrity at Florida State University.”  (Florida State University Academic Honor Policy, found at http://dof.fsu.edu/honorpolicy.htm.)

The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy has eight different types of violations that you should be aware of:
1. Plagiarism:  Presenting the work of another as one's own (i.e., without proper acknowledgement of the source).  For tips on avoiding plagiarism please view http://abacus.bates.edu/cbb/index8698.html?q=node/60#tutorials
2. Cheating:  Improper access to or use of any information or material that is not specifically condoned by the instructor for use in the academic exercise.
3. Unauthorized Group Work:  Unauthorized collaborating with others.
4. Fabrication, Falsification, and Misrepresentation:  Unauthorized altering or inventing of any information or citation that is used in assessing academic work.
5. Multiple Submissions:  Submitting the same academic work (including oral presentations) for credit more than once without instructor permission. 
6. Abuse of Academic Materials:  Intentionally damaging, destroying, stealing, or making inaccessible library or other academic resource material.
7. Complicity in Academic Dishonesty:  Intentionally helping another to commit an act of academic dishonesty.
8.  Attempting to commit any offense as outlined above.

Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should:
(1) register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; and (2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type.  This should be done during the first week of class.  This syllabus and other class materials are available in alternative format upon request.  For more information about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the:

Student Disability Resource Center
874 Traditions Way - 108 Student Services Building
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167 
(850) 644-9566 (voice) and (850) 644-8504 (TDD)
sdrc@admin.fsu.edu
http://www.disabilitycenter.fsu.edu/
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