PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
COURSE NUMBER:

QUARTER/YEAR: 

 

Instructor: Barbara Cliff, PhD
 

E-mail: 

Phone: 231-627-1450 (leave a message)
 

Fax: 231-627-1471
 

	NOTE: This course is entirely web-based, meaning that we will only ‘meet’ and interact at the website:

http://courses.wwu.edu/
 


 

Welcome… to the on-line Blackboard classroom for xxx-xxx Public Health Issues in Emergency Management. This course is a web-based class. For information about registering and ‘logging on’ to this course, or to find out more about other courses in the program, contact the office of Extended Education and Summer Programs at (360) 650-3650. 

 

This course is worth 3 credits, and you should expect to devote about 2-3 hours per credit each week to reading, completing assignments, and participating on-line. The on-line format is designed to allow greater flexibility among the schedules of all participants. There is definitely not less work or time commitment, but we can all interact without needing to be in the same physical space at the same time each week.

 
 

 

XXX xxx
Syllabus
Term YEAR 
PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
INSTRUCTOR: Barbara Cliff, PhD
 
E-MAIL: 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
This course reviews the role and capability of public health and health care systems and addresses the expectations of public health in disaster preparedness and response to all types of disasters. It examines the growing threat and potential public health consequences of disasters. The course covers theory and practice of various public health issues in emergency preparedness and considers the implications for policy makers. Lectures, reading assignments, online discussions and individual projects will be used to introduce students to the diversity of public health issues associated with disasters.

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
At the conclusion of this course, the student will be able to:

1.
Describe the role of public health services.

2.
Delineate the components of the U.S. public health infrastructure and how each contributes to emergency preparedness and management.

3.
Outline at least five essential elements of the public health role in disaster planning.

4.
Describe and identify at least two public health interventions for each of the following: hazard assessment; surveillance; emergency information systems and disaster communications; environmental and occupational health issues; response to emerging infections and bioterrorism; use of EMS and health care providers during an emergency; and the post-impact phase.

5.
Identify at least two gaps in public health disaster planning and describe at least two public health interventions for each.

6.
Describe the impact of the post 9/11 funding of public health disaster preparedness and the implications for future planning.

7.
Analyze the major public health issues immediately post-Hurricane Katrina and describe the policy issues for future public health emergencies.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
The student is responsible for material presented in the online classroom and supplemental material as identified.  The course will involve online lectures, discussion, case studies, and other material not found in the texts.
ASSIGNED READINGS:
Students will have read weekly assigned readings and be prepared to discuss them in the online classroom.  Additional readings (or handouts via links) may be required at faculty discretion.

REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:

· Public Health Management of Disasters: The Practice Guide, 2nd ed. by L. Landesman (American Public Health Association, 2005).

· Public Health: What it is and How it Works, 4th ed. by B. Turnock  (Jones and Bartlett Publishers, 2009).

· Additional Reading:  Several additional readings are assigned for this course, in the form of journal articles, websites and other materials. All are available via direct download, and links will be provided on the Blackboard course website.

FACULTY AVAILABILTY:
Typically I am online early in the morning and late at night Monday - Friday.  I also make it a point to check-in over the weekend numerous times although the timeframes are much less specific.  Please feel free to send a note to my email address if you have any questions or need any assistance.  I will commit to responding to questions within 24 hours.

CLASS PARTICIPATION

Participation is very important online.  Each week, there will be a Discussion Question (DQ) posted.  You are required to respond to the DQ.  Please post responses to the appropriate folder. Please do not start a new folder for the weekly discussion questions.

Effective responses to weekly discussion questions should be at least 300 words in length or at least two well developed paragraphs. However, I do not count words and I leave it to you to be reasonable. Your responses should include references (casual, not formal) if necessary. In each week, these questions and your answers should provide a good platform for sharing ideas and helping each other expand on the topics.  Please be sure to comment on other learners’ responses as well. Here are the minimum expectations for DQ responses:

· Was the question answered completely with a well developed response?  

· Did you demonstrate an understanding of the concept?  (examples given, etc.)

· Did you include references as necessary?

· Did you add your personal insights?

· Is the response free of grammatical, punctuation, and spelling errors?

Twenty percent (20%) of the grade is for class participation.

EXAMINATIONS:
There will be a Midterm Examination in week 6 (worth 15% of final grade). 

There will be a Final Examination in week 11 (worth 20% of final grade). 

Both the midterm and the final exam will be essay questions and you will be expected to follow guidelines as per written assignments.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:
Seventy-five (75) percent of the grade will be based on the CONTENT (quality of the content and integration of course readings into the papers; organization and logical flow).   Twenty-five (25) percent will be based on FORMAT (the finished paper form and style, i.e., APA format, grammar and spelling). Please see Attachment A for the grading rubric for written assignments.
LATE ASSIGNMENTS:
Every effort must be made to complete and post assignments when due.  Assignments are due on the day stated in the course syllabus and must be posted by midnight of the student’s own time zone or according to EST, whichever provides the most flexibility to the student.  

Late assignments will be penalized with a 10% grade deduction for each day late unless you have made prior arrangements with me.  If you know you will be offline the day an assignment is due, please make sure to post it early. Any time you feel you might be falling behind in the course, it's best to contact me to discuss your situation. An assignment will not be accepted when posted more than 72 hours after it is due.   Also, no assignments can be accepted after the final day of class.  In order to maintain fairness, there will be no exception to these rules. 

EXTRA CREDIT:
The secret to success in a course is to do your assignments properly and to post them on time. Extra credit is something wherein a student tries to make up in quantity what was lacking in quality. Therefore, I don’t offer nor accept "extra credit" assignments.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS (3):
1. Public Health Roles and Responsibilities in Disasters
Chapter 1 of the Landesman text identifies numerous types of disasters. Discuss one and identify the Public Health roles and responsibilities for this type of disaster.

Paper should be between 3 and 5 typed, double spaced pages using APA format. You must use at least three references from current journals or books, in addition to the textbooks. Title page and reference pages DO NOT COUNT for the 3 - 5 pages of content. Papers are due the 3rd week of class (worth 10% of final grade).
2. Public Health Roles and Responsibilities in Disaster Preparedness
With what you have learned about Public Health’s core functions, elements, and infrastructure, identify the elements and describe the ideal program in disaster preparedness at the community level in a hurricane-prone area.
Paper should be between 5 and 7 typed, double spaced pages using APA format. You must use at least five references from current journals or books, in addition to the textbooks. Title page and reference pages DO NOT COUNT for the 5 - 7 pages of content. Papers are due the 5th week of class (worth 15% of final grade).
3. Response to Public Health Case Study:
You are a member of a Blue Ribbon Panel of Experts evaluating a recent incident that occurred in your city. Review the case study (will be provided), A Haze over Hickernoodle City: Biodefense Readiness in a Community with a focus on evidence that indicates the local disaster plan needs to be revised and which improvements are most needed. 
What are your findings and recommendations?
Paper should be between 7 and 10 typed, double spaced pages using APA format. A minimum of five (5) references are required; current journals or texts are preferred. Title page and reference pages DO NOT COUNT for the 7 -10 pages of content. Papers are due the 8th week of class (worth 20% of final grade).
GRADING SCALE:
Letter

Percentage

   A

  95 - 100

   A-

  93 - 94
   B+

  90 - 92
   B

  87 - 89
   B-

  85 - 86
   C+

  82 – 84
   C

  79 – 81
   C-

  77 - 78
   D+

  74 - 76
   D

  71 – 73
   D-

  69 – 70
   F

     68
DISTRIBUTION OF GRADES:
Class Participation





20%


20 points

Public Health Roles and Responsibilities in Disasters
10%


10 points

Public Health Disaster Preparedness



15%


15 points
Response to Public Health Case Study


20%


20 points
Midterm Exam


15%


15 points

Final Exam






20%


20 points
Total 





    

100%

    
100 points
COURSE EVALUATION:

WWU Extension Services has established a policy that all courses and instructors are evaluated quarterly.  To facilitate this process, WWU Testing Center has developed a secure website on which this evaluation takes place.  The evaluation document used speaks specifically to the on-line educational process and experience.  You will be provided with a URL for the course evaluation near the end of the term.

WWU Testing Center compiles the evaluation information and disseminates the report after grades have been submitted. Your participation in this evaluation process is strongly encouraged and your identity will not be given to your instructor.

INCOMPLETES:


A grade of K (incomplete) may be assigned only upon request of the student and agreement of the course instructor.


To receive a K (incomplete) you must obtain a contract form from the instructor and negotiate a formal agreement with the course instructor specifying the work done and the remaining work needed to complete the course and earn a grade.

You are encouraged to complete the work agreed upon during the next quarter. If a final grade has not been submitted after one year, the K automatically reverts to a failing grade (Z).

For additional information regarding incompletes, please the official university bulletin.
PLEASE NOTE: SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH NOTICE
Attachment A: Grading Rubric for Written Assignments

	Content 

75%
	Points Possible
	Points Earned
	Comments: 

	All key elements of the assignment are covered in a substantive way. 
	20
	
	

	The content is comprehensive, accurate, and/ or persuasive. 
	15
	
	

	The paper develops a central theme or idea, directed toward the appropriate audience. 
	15
	
	

	Major points are stated clearly; are supported by specific details, examples, or analysis; and are organized logically.  
	15
	
	

	The introduction provides sufficient background on the topic and previews major points. 
	5
	
	

	The conclusion is logical, flows from the body of the paper, and reviews the major points. 
	5
	
	

	Subtotal Content
	75
	
	

	Format

25%
	Points Possible
	Points Earned
	Comments: 

	Sentence structure is appropriate (sentences are complete, clear, and concise; sentences are well-constructed, with consistently strong, varied sentences; sentence transitions are present and maintain the flow of thought).
	5
	
	

	The paper, including the title page, reference page, tables, and appendices, follow appropriate APA guidelines for format.
	5
	
	

	Citations of original works within the body of the paper follow appropriate APA guidelines. 
	5
	
	

	The paper is laid out with effective use of headings, font styles, and white space. 
	5
	
	

	Rules of grammar, usage, and punctuation are followed; spelling is correct.
	5
	
	

	Subtotal Format
	25
	
	

	TOTAL FOR PAPER
	100%
	XX%
	


ACADEMIC DISHONESTY POLICY AND PROCEDURE
1.  Policy
Western Washington University students have an obligation to fulfill the responsibilities of their particular roles as members of an academic community.  Honesty is essential to learning.  Without it, fair evaluation for all is impossible.  Academic integrity is demanded, and academic dishonesty at Western Washington University is a serious infraction dealt with severely.  Students shall not claim as their own the achievements, work or thoughts of others, nor shall they be a party to such claims. It is the instructor's responsibility to confront a student and to take appropriate action if academic dishonesty, in the instructor's judgment, has occurred.

2.  Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty is not qualitatively different from other types of dishonesty.  It consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means.  Academic dishonesty compromises the instructor’s ability to fairly evaluate a student’s work or achievement.  It includes, but is not limited to, the following:
(a) Giving unauthorized information to another student or receiving unauthorized information from another student during any type of assignment or test.

(b) Obtaining or providing without authorization questions or answers prior to the time of an assignment or test.

(c) Using unauthorized sources for answers during any assignment or test.

(d) Asking or arranging for another person to complete an assignment or take a test in one's place.

(e) Giving or receiving answers by use of signals during a test.

(f) Altering answers on a scored test and submitting it for a higher grade.

(g) Collaborating with others in a required assignment without the approval of the instructor.

(h) Stealing class assignments or portions of assignments, including electronic files, and submitting them as one’s own.

(i) Not crediting participants for their part in a group project or claiming credit for work not done on a group project.

(j) Plagiarism, which is presenting as one's own in whole or in part the argument, language, creations, conclusions, or scientific data of another without explicit acknowledgment.  Examples include, but are not limited to:

    (1) Using another person’s written or spoken words without complete and proper citation.

    (2) Using information from a World Wide Web site, CD-ROM or other electronic source without complete and proper citation.

    (3) Using statistics, graphs, charts and facts without acknowledging their source.

    (4) Submitting a paper purchased from a term-paper service.

    (5) Paraphrasing, which is imitating someone else’s argument using other words without acknowledging the source.

    (6) Claiming credit for someone else’s artistic work, such as a drawing, script, musical composition or arrangement.

    (7) Using someone else’s lab report as a source of data or results.

    (8) Using one’s own or substantially similar work, produced in connection with one course, to fulfill a requirement in another course without prior permission.  A student may use the same or substantially the same work for assignments in two or more courses only with written permission from the instructors of all the classes involved.

3. Procedures
(a) An instructor suspecting an act of academic dishonesty shall discuss the matter thoroughly with the student involved.

         Arrangements for this discussion shall be made by the instructor within ten (10) class days after discovering the alleged violation.  In the event the student is absent from campus, the instructor shall attempt to contact the student in writing at the most recent permanent address available in the Office of the Registrar.  If the incident occurs at the end of a quarter, the instructor within ten (10) class days of the beginning of the following quarter or within a reasonable time thereafter the instructor shall arrange to discuss the matter with the student.

        Should the instructor be unable to contact the student to discuss the incident in question before final grades are due, the instructor shall submit a grade of X with a note to the registrar. The registrar shall in turn inform the student of his/her responsibility to contact the instructor and refer the student to the section of the General Catalog addressing “Student Rights and Responsibilities.” Should the student not respond to the faculty member or respective department chairperson by the 10th day of the next academic quarter, not including summer, the grade will be changed to an F.

        During the discussion between the instructor and student, the student may be asked to explain his or her thought process and the sources of information, ideas, data, or calculations presented in the work under dispute.  Failure to give an adequate explanation can influence the instructor’s decision.    

       Following this discussion, the instructor shall determine whether or not an act of academic dishonesty has occurred, and if so, whether it is a minor or major violation.  If in the instructor’s judgment there has been a minor violation, in which the offenses are either purely technical in nature or the instructor does not perceive an intent to deceive and/or achieve an academic advantage, the instructor shall, according to his or her professional judgment, proceed in one or more of the following ways:

· Explain or clarify the standards of the assignment and ask the student to redo it.

· Issue the student a written warning and give the student a zero on the assignment in question.

       If in the instructor’s judgment there has been a major violation, in which the offenses include a substantial misrepresentation and/or apparent intent to deceive and gain an academic advantage, the instructor shall assign a grade of F for the course and notify the Vice President for Academic Affairs and the Registrar.  The instructor should write a brief account summarizing the evidence for the finding of a major violation.  This should be sent to the Registrar with copies to the department chair and the student.  A record of the violation is maintained in the Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and the Office of the Registrar.  Repeated acts of academic dishonesty shall make a student subject to disciplinary action – including possible dismissal – through the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” available from the Office of Student Life.

         No student shall be allowed to withdraw from a course or from the University to avoid receiving a failing grade based upon academic dishonesty.

(b) Appeal:  A student who receives an "F" grade for academic dishonesty and who feels wrongly accused by an instructor may appeal to the dean of the school or college involved.  The appeal must be lodged within ten (10) class days of receiving notice of the instructor's decision, and if not, any right of appeal is deemed waived.  The dean shall make a decision based on the merits of the case.  The reasons for the decision shall be in writing and shall be given to both the student and the instructor within ten (10) class days of receiving the appeal.

    
    Either side may appeal a decision of the dean to the Student Academic Grievance Board and from the Board to the Vice President for Academic Affairs, whose decision is final.  Procedures followed shall be those provided in the "Student Academic Grievance Policy and Procedures" (Section B, Appeal to the Board), which is printed in Appendix F of the University's General Catalog.

Reprinted from Western Washington University's General Catalog.

Grade reports: WWU does not mail grade reports to students at the end of the quarter.  You will need your WWU Student ID # to access this information from WWU’s website. It begins with a W and is followed by eight numbers; i.e., W12345678.  This number is the only way to access your records at Western Washington University

If you do not know your WWU Student ID #, please call the Registrar’s Office at 360-650-3432.  They will ask you for your name, including middle initial; social security #, and birth date to look up your WWU ID#.  

To view your academic record on the web:

· Work prior to Fall 1984 will not be on the Web.

· Use mouse to move from field to field, not Enter/Return (this will automatically exit)

1. Go to www.wwu.edu/web4u
2. Enter WWU ID#, (make sure W is capitalized), e.g. W12345678

3. Enter six digit PIN, which is one of the following: the first six digits of your Social Security # .  Or if you are a Canadian Citizen your birth date in six digit format.  If neither of these work call 360-650-3432.  Instructions are available for changing your PIN see instructions under NOTE.

4. Click on “Student Services & Financial Aid”

5. Click on “Student Records”

6. Click on “Academic History”  If you have a money hold, you will not be able to view academic history and will need to view the “Final Grades” option.  If you need a printed copy of your grades reflecting your name, the “Academic History: is the option you should choose.

NOTE:  These records are for the student’s use only.  For use in employment or other academic institutions, these copies will not be accepted.  i.e., WWU Placement Office will not accept these copies.  Also note that there is an option to change pin.  Instead of clicking on student “Student Records” click on the “Personal Information” option.

If you can not gain access to the web—use the following phone number.  Dial 360 650-RSVP.
1) Choose 4—Grading information

2) Choose 1—Review Grades

3) Enter your student number—This is your nine-digit student number that begins with a W.  Do not enter the W but rather the 8 numerical digits.  Example:  For student number W12345678, you would enter 12345678.  

4) Enter personal identification number (pin).  See clues about pins on number 3 above.

5) Select grading term.  You will be prompted.  Grades, quarter g.p.a, cumulative g.p.a. and academic standing will be relayed.

Note:  Quarterly grades are posted once a quarter.  Grades are not considered final until the Thursday after the end of the quarter.  Instructors often make changes during grade entry.  
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