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EMG300: Foundations of Emergency Management
	Credit Hours:
	3 

	Contact Hours:
	This is a 3-credit course, offered in accelerated format. This means that 16 weeks of material is covered in 8 weeks. The exact number of hours per week that you can expect to spend on each course will vary based upon the weekly coursework, as well as your study style and preferences. You should plan to spend 10-25 hours per week in each course reading material, interacting on the discussion boards, writing papers, completing projects, and doing research.



Faculty Information
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Name:
Phone:
CSU-GC Email: 
Virtual Office Hours:


Course Description and Outcomes
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EMG300 provides students with a broad view of the emergency management profession.  Major disciplines such as response, recovery and preparedness are addressed.  Additionally, the course provides several case studies enhancing the connection between theory exploration and practical application.  Furthermore, students will examine government and private sector roles along with case studies giving students a foundation for further emergency management studies.

Course Learning Outcomes:

1. Interpret historical events and place within the disaster preparedness and emergency management framework.
2. Apply risk analysis principles, processes, and techniques.
3. Analyze threats, vulnerabilities, consequences, and critical infrastructures.
4. Illustrate the phases to emergency planning including mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery; evaluate the National Incident Management System (NIMS).
5. Compare levels of federal, state, and local policy integration and collaborative support from private industry.
6. Discriminate threats and hazards and their impact; distinguish the concept of all-hazard reporting.



Participation & Attendance
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Prompt and consistent attendance in your online courses is essential for your success at CSU-Global Campus. Failure to verify your attendance within the first 7 days of this course may result in your withdrawal. If for some reason you would like to drop a course, please contact your advisor.  

Online classes have deadlines, assignments, and participation requirements just like on-campus classes. Budget your time carefully and keep an open line of communication with your instructor.  If you are having technical problems, problems with your assignments, or other problems that are impeding your progress, let your instructor know as soon as possible.

Course Materials
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Required:

Haddow, G., Bullock, J., & Coppola, D. P. (2010). Introduction to emergency management (4th ed.). Butterworth-Heinemann, Burlington, MA.  ISBN 13: 9781856179591

**All non-textbook required readings and materials necessary to complete assignments, discussions, and/or supplemental or required exercises will be provided within the course itself. Please read through each course module carefully.

Course Schedule
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Due Dates
The Academic Week at CSU-Global begins on Monday and ends the following Sunday.
 	Discussion Boards:  The original post must be completed by Thursday at 12 midnight MT and Peer Responses posted by Sunday 12 midnight MT. Late posts may not be awarded points.
 	Mastery Exercises:  Students may access and retake mastery exercises through the last day of class until they achieve the scores they desire.
 	Critical Thinking Activities:  Assignments are due Sunday at 12 midnight MT.  

	Week #
	Readings
	Assignments

	1
	Chapter 1 in Introduction to Emergency Management
	· Discussion (25 points)
· Mastery (10 points)

	2
	Chapter 2 in Introduction to Emergency Management
	· Discussion (25 points)
· Mastery (10 points)
· Critical Thinking (75 points)

	3
	Chapter 3 in Introduction to Emergency Management
	· Discussion (25 points)
· Mastery (10 points)

	4
	Chapter 4 in Introduction to Emergency Management
	· Discussion (25 points)
· Mastery (10 points)
· Critical Thinking (75 points)

	5
	Chapter 6 in Introduction to Emergency Management
	· Discussion (25 points)
· Mastery (10 points)
· Critical Thinking (100 points)

	6
	Chapter 7 in Introduction to Emergency Management
	· Discussion (25 points)
· Mastery (10 points)

	7
	Chapter 5 in Introduction to Emergency Management
	· Discussion (25 points)
· Mastery (10 points)
· Critical Thinking (100 points)

	8
	Chapter 9 in Introduction to Emergency Management
	· Discussion (25 points)
· Mastery (10 points)
· Portfolio Project (350 points)



Assignment Details
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This course includes the following assignments/projects:

Module 2

Hazards! (75 points)

Select one of the hazards described in this chapter that interests you.  Using internet media search engines (e.g., news.google.com) or disaster websites (e.g., www.reliefweb.int) to find a recent example of a disaster caused by this hazard.  Describe the following:

· The type of hazard
· The country where the disaster occurred
· The consequences of the event
· The cause of the event (e.g., excessive rainfall caused the flood; an earthquake caused the landslide)
· Any secondary disasters that occurred because of the event
· Was any warning possible?  Was a warning issued?
· Any interesting facts about the event	
· Analysis of the emergency management response and recovery efforts

Your paper should be 1000-1500 words, well-written, and formatted per CSU-Global specifications for APA Style. Support your analysis by referencing and citing at least three (3) credible sources other than the course textbook.

Module 4

Local Emergency Operation Plan Analysis (75 Points)

Locate an emergency operations plan for the community, county, parish, or state where your home or your school is located.  Compare this plan to the description of the emergency planning process found in the required reading.  State in your case the following:

· Geographic area addressed by the plan.  
· Describe how this plan is similar to, and how it is different from, the standards that are described.  
· Describe in your own words and analyze if you feel this plan is effective at establishing the roles, responsibilities, and authorities of the agencies and officials responsible for emergency management in the jurisdiction or entity. 
· Provide a brief analysis of the plan.

Your paper should be 1000-1500 words, well-written, and formatted per CSU-Global specifications for APA Style. Support your analysis by referencing and citing at least three (3) credible sources other than the course textbook.

Module 5

Disaster Response (100 points)

Identify a major disaster event.  Describe the event and compare local, state, and federal response.  Identify and provide an analysis of specific emergency management functions that appear to have been executed well and those that may not have been. 

Your paper should be 1000-1500 words, well-written, and formatted per CSU-Global specifications for APA Style. Support your analysis by referencing and citing at least three (3) credible sources other than the course textbook.

Module 7

Social Media and Emergency Communications (100 points)

Social media has become both popular and crucial in crisis and emergency communications. Responders are not only communicating to their public through social media outlets, the public is communicating with each other, and with responders. Individuals are able to provide important information on disaster impacts, including location and imagery, using nothing more than a smart phone equipped with a camera and GPS locator.  The disaster management website www.ushahidi.com has formalized on a global scale the way that individuals may contribute to building emergency response and recovery information.  Visit this website and read about one or more uses of the technology in practice.

· Describe the pros and cons to this new phenomenon and explain where the greatest shifts can occur. 
· Identify and describe some of the ways technology is changing the emergency management field.  
· How can emergency managers balance the influence of social media inputs with historic standardized procedures?

Your paper should be 1000-1500 words, well-written, and formatted per CSU-Global specifications for APA Style.  Support your analysis by referencing and citing at least three (3) credible sources other than the course textbook.

Module 8

Portfolio Project (350 points)

It has been said that “all disasters are political,” and there is considerable evidence to support this statement.  For instance, the elder George Bush is said to have lost the election because of a perceived deficient response to Hurricane Andrew in 1992.  His son, George W. Bush, suffered politically for years as recovery operations on the Gulf Coast dragged on at a pace considered unsatisfactory by constituents and Congress alike.  

In the aftermath of disasters, we look to our elected leaders to solve the problem at hand, and their ability to do so influences public opinion from that point forward.  Prior to the onset of disasters, however, the political nature of disasters is not as apparent to these same leaders.  

For the Portfolio Project:

· Assess the current state of the emergency management field in regards to its political influence.  Does it appear political influences are subsiding?  Give two examples supporting your assessment.  
· Analyze a recent U.S. disaster and identify three politically charged components in the mitigation, preparedness, response, and/or recovery phases.
· Describe how disaster policy might be more proactive and how this could be accomplished.  
· List the greatest obstacles to a more proactive evolution of emergency management.

Your paper should be 3000-4000 words in length, well written, and formatted per CSU-Global specifications for APA Style. Support your analysis by referencing and citing at least five credible sources (peer-reviewed articles, textbook, and/or government reports) other than the course textbook.


Course Policies
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	Course Grading 

20% Discussion Participation
[bookmark: _GoBack]10% Mastery Exercises
35% Critical Thinking Activities 
35% Final Portfolio Paper
	Grading Scale and Policies
	A
	95.0 – 100

	A-
	90.0 – 94.9

	B+
	86.7 – 89.9

	B
	83.3 – 86.6

	B-
	80.0 – 83.2

	C+
	75.0 – 79.9

	C
	70.0 – 74.9

	D
	60.0 – 69.9

	F
	59.9 or below






In-Classroom Policies
For information on late work and Incomplete grade policies, please refer to our In-Classroom Student Policies and Guidelines or the Academic Catalog for comprehensive documentation of CSU-Global institutional policies.

Academic Integrity
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any other work designated by the instructor of the course. Academic dishonesty includes cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, plagiarism, reusing /re-purposing your own work (see CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements for percentage of repurposed work that can be used in an assignment), unauthorized possession of academic materials, and unauthorized collaboration. The CSU-Global Library provides information on how students can avoid plagiarism by understanding what it is and how to use the Library and Internet resources.

Citing Sources with APA Style
All students are expected to follow the CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements when citing in APA (based on the APA Style Manual, 6th edition) for all assignments. For details on CSU-Global APA style, please review the APA resources within the CSU-Global Library under the “APA Guide & Resources” link. A link to this document should also be provided within most assignment descriptions on your course’s Assignments page.

Netiquette
Respect the diversity of opinions among the instructor and classmates and engage with them in a courteous, respectful, and professional manner. All posts and classroom communication must be conducted in accordance with the student code of conduct. Think before you push the Send button. Did you say just what you meant? How will the person on the other end read the words? 

Maintain an environment free of harassment, stalking, threats, abuse, insults or humiliation toward the instructor and classmates. This includes, but is not limited to, demeaning written or oral comments of an ethnic, religious, age, disability, sexist (or sexual orientation), or racist nature; and the unwanted sexual advances or intimidations by email, or on discussion boards and other postings within or connected to the online classroom. 

If you have concerns about something that has been said, please let your instructor know.
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