Emergency and Disaster Response

EDM 211

COURSE SYLLABUS

REQUIRED TEXT: 


FEMA G-385 Disaster Response and Recovery Operations (DRRO)
FEMA G-202 Debris Management

FEMA G-250 Workshop in Emergency Management (Two modules)

FEMA G-270 Workshop in Emergency Management: Response and Recovery (Seven modules)

COURSE GOALS: This course will examine the necessary components required for incident response and recovery.  Topics will include rapid situation assessment, special population needs (elderly and persons with disabilities), debris removal and disposal, how to obtain outside help, and continuity of local government operations.  The role of local government in disaster recovery will be examined. Techniques for helping supervisors and workers deal with the disaster response will be covered.  Management of donations and spontaneous volunteers is included.

COURSE FORMAT: The course makes extensive use of lecture and discussion and readings.  Contemporary videos and handouts may also be used to supplement the text and discussions.  Additional reading material or activities may be assigned at the discretion of the instructor.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

EXAMS AND QUIZZES: There will be two written exams.  In addition, students will make oral presentations in groups to simulate briefings and public information during an emergency.  Role playing will be used to simulate an actual press briefing.  

ASSIGNMENTS:  Students will be informed of reading assignments and are expected to have read the assignments prior to the class sessions where they will be discussed.  Students will be informed of the oral presentations and will be given time to develop them.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:
The following is the approximate schedule that will be used for covering the course material.  Adjustments may be made as necessary.

1. Responsibilities for  disaster response at all levels of government

2. Rapid situation assessment: how to do it

3. Needs of special populations such as the elderly and disabled persons

4. Disaster response workers and special concerns

5. Debris: how to plan for and respond to incidents with large amounts of debris

6. Management of donations and spontaneous volunteers: who is going to do it and how 
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