April 17, 2008
I am writing to share my thoughts about North Dakota State University’s Emergency Management Program.  As a graduate student who will soon earn her Master of Science degree, I feel our program has become a welcoming place for students from a variety of backgrounds.  The faculty and the curriculum rise to the somewhat difficult challenge of preparing students to be practical scholars and scholarly practitioners.  
The program is neither strictly practitioner-driven, nor wholly the fodder of the traditional academe, but rather it has become an amalgam—one that is driven by the professional and personal diversity represented in its student body.  Simply put, we have a voice.  If there is a particular subject area we would like to learn more about or a research area we have an affinity for, the program makes every effort to enable each of us to pursue these interests in concert with more traditional graduate coursework.  I cannot imagine a more supportive environment.  
A review of my transcripts is a testament to the department’s willingness to support the interests of its students.  Alongside a year-long practicum creating a FEMA-approved hazard mitigation plan for the university, lies coursework in risk communication, global infectious disease, ArcGIS, social theory, social research methods, emergency management theory, and advanced exercise design, to name but a few.  I was recently hired by FEMA and am certain that the well-balanced graduate education I received at NDSU was influential in their decision to hire me. 
Sincerely, 

Jeanine Neipert
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