In the interest of spreading the wealth I will add my two cents. 

I graduate from American Military University, part of the American Public University System (APUS) next month with a Masters in Emergency and Disaster Management. APUS students are unique in that a majority are professionals working on bettering their educational status. In my case I already work in emergency management. During my tenure at APUS I assisted in the establishment of the APUS IAEM student chapter, and have since moved on to become the IAEM student Council Vice President. I am also fortunate to serve on the IAEM Universities and Colleges Committee. 
Even as a full time employee I can see the benefits of furthering ones education. Being a student in the field I have chosen as a profession did make school easier, but it also allowed me to explore to greater depths some of the questions presented, because the simple answer was obvious, usually because I had already lived it at work. Becoming immersed in your field of choice is sometimes easier as a student than as a professional. I doubt I would have been as participatory in IAEM as I am if not for the introduction of the opportunities presented by being a student. 
Having an education in the field of emergency management in not a panacea, but it certainly opens doors to greater opportunities like the CEM. Additionally the relationships made during school, even an online school like APUS, are rewarding, and will be beneficial for years to come.
Having been introduced to online educational experiences has opened other doors as well. I am well into the development of a Public Health/Emergency Management class that will be offered as part of a post graduate certificate program at the University of West Florida later in the year.
I would encourage everyone, regardless of age or position to find a way to continue your education, if not for the education itself, then for the opportunities it may present.
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