Student Testimonial

     I am currently a junior in the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University in Fargo, North Dakota.  The program at NDSU is giving me the opportunity to learn all aspects of emergency management.  The program offers courses in mitigation, preparedness, response, recovery, spatial analysis, business continuity and a number sociology/anthropology courses dealing with death, culture, disasters, medicine, religion, and community development that can be very beneficial to a student’s education.

     NDSU has also given me the opportunity to become involved with the International Emergency Management Student Association (IEMSA), through IAEM.  I am currently NDSU’s Chapter President and am motivated by the amount of students who are willing to go the extra mile to further their education and networking skills by becoming involved with the organization.  The main focus of NDSU’s IEMSA is to allow students to create relationships with community leaders, NDSU faculty, and emergency management professionals in the region.

     Since entering the emergency management program at NDSU, I have been given a number of opportunities that have allowed me to gain practical experience in my community.  During the summer of 2007, I interned for Dave Rogness, the Cass County Emergency Manager.  During the internship I was given the task of completing the sheltering mandate for the county.  By completing this task I was able to network with community leaders throughout the county and gained a better understanding of how rural community governments are run.  While interning with Cass County, I also worked with the Red River Regional D.A.R.T (Disaster Animal Response Team).  I was given the task of determining what structural amenities a facility needs to posses to safely and properly house animals in an evacuation situation.  I also designed and created their animal preparedness and volunteer solicitation brochures.
     During the 2008 spring semester, I interned for the Minn-Kota chapter of the American Red Cross in Fargo, ND.  During the internship I was able to maintain and cultivate new relationships with the Red Cross and other non-profit organizations within the community.  The internship allowed me to gain practical knowledge of how a non-profit organization is operated and how much effort needs to be focused on charitable donations.  
     While reflecting on my education and experiences at North Dakota State University, I would like to stress to current and prospective students that internships and professional relationships with individuals in the emergency management field are extremely important and should be created early on in their education. These internships and professional relationships will serve you well as you transition into the work force.
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Photo is of Breanna and Dave Rogness, Cass County Emergency Manager.

