The University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Department of Political Science

Master of Public Administration Program

Introduction to Emergency Management
(MPAD 6290)
Semester:

Spring, 2007
Class Schedule:
Monday Evenings 6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Class Location:
Fretwell 406

Instructor:

Kevin Staley, MPA

Office Phone #:
(704) 943-6220

E-Mail:

kevins@medic911.com
Office Hours:

Before or after class by appointment

Course Description

MPAD 6290. Emergency Management. (3)  This course focuses on the principles and practices of emergency management at the local, state, and national levels and will explore the concepts of preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery.  The course will also be conducted from the perspective of emergency management’s impact on local government and infrastructure, and the community’s ability to prepare for, respond to, and recover from a wide array of catastrophes. (Fall).
Pre- or Co-requisites

None.
Course Objectives

Upon completion of the course students should have a firm grasp of emergency management techniques and issues. Emphasis will be given to developing student’s ability to navigate the emergency response communication networks at the federal, state, and local levels. Students will leave the course with a strong understanding of the terminology used by emergency managers. 
Instructional Method
The course format includes lecture, class discussions, reading assignments, internet-based assignments, guest speakers, and a tabletop/functional EOC exercise (depending upon class size and EOC availability).
Required Textbook

· Introduction to Emergency Management, 2nd Edition (2006) 
Haddow, George D. and Jane A. Bullock

Elsevier Butterworth-Heinemann, Inc.

ISBN-13: 978-0-7506-7961-9

ISBN-10: 0-7506-7961-1

· Additional readings as provided by the instructor.

Recent experience with natural and technological disasters, the ongoing threat of terrorism, and the future specter of a global pandemic continues to drive the discussion of emergency management and preparedness at all levels of government.  In the wake of September 11 and Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Emergency Management remains center stage as the focus of print and broadcast news media.  Students are encouraged to stay informed of breaking news and current events at the local, state and national levels as it pertains to the course.
Attendance and Participation
Much of what you will get from this course will be through lecture, class discussion and occasional guest presentation.  Attendance is extremely important and strongly recommended.  Additionally, your involvement and contribution to the class through discussion and questions add to the quality and quantity of information that is shared in this course.  Please keep absences and late arrivals to class to an absolute minimum.  Attendance and participation will be factored into your grade.
Assignments

All assignments must be turned in by the date and time assigned.  Any assignment received after the due date and time will receive a zero.  Exemptions will be given only for substantial personal or family reason and at the discretion of the instructor.  Makeups will be limited to special circumstances and with prior notification only.  Assigned readings are to be completed prior to class.
Grading

Students will earn points from attendance, participation, completion of three (3) on-line FEMA modules, the midterm, and final exam/EOC exercise.  The breakdown of points is as follows:


Attendance 


(5% of grade)

25


Participation 


(10% of grade)
50

Completion of IS-100 
(5% of grade)

25


Completion of IS-139 
(5% of grade)

25

Completion of IS-230 
(5% of grade)

25


Completion of IS-235 
(5% of grade)

25


Completion of IS-242 
(5% of grade)

25


Completion of IS-275 
(5% of grade)

25


Completion of IS-513 
(5% of grade)

25


Completion of IS-800 
(5% of grade)

25


Midterm Exam 

(20% of grade)          100

Final Exam


(25% of grade)          125


TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS


          500

A standard grading scale will be used (i.e. 90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 69% and below = U).


450-500 Points = A


400-449 Points = B


350-399 Points = C


0-349 Points = U
Academic Integrity

The UNC-Charlotte Code of Student Academic Integrity governs the responsibility of students to maintain integrity in academic work, defines violations of the standards, describes procedures for handling alleged violations of the standards, and lists applicable penalties.  The following conduct is prohibited in that Code as violating those standards:

A. Cheating.  Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, notes, study aids or other devices in any academic exercise.  This definition includes unauthorized communication of information during an academic exercise.
B. Fabrication and Falsification.  Intentional and unauthorized alteration or invention of any information or citation in an academic exercise.  Falsification is a matter of altering information, while fabrication is a matter of inventing or counterfeiting information for use in any academic exercise.

C. Multiple Submissions.  The submission of substantial portions of the same academic work (including oral reports) for credit more than once without authorization.

D. Plagiarism.  Intentionally or knowingly presenting the work of another as one’s own (i.e. without proper acknowledgment of the source).  The sole exception to the requirement of acknowledging sources is when the ideas, information, etc. are common knowledge.

E. Abuse of Academic Materials.  Intentionally or knowingly destroying, stealing or making inaccessible library or other academic resource material.

F. Complicity in Academic Dishonesty.  Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another to commit an act of academic dishonesty.

A full explanation of these definitions, and a description of procedures used in cases where student violations are alleged, is found in the complete text of the UNC-Charlotte Code of Student Academic Integrity.  This Code may be modified from time-to-time.  Users are advised to contact the Office of the Dean of Students to assure they consult the most recent edition.

Course Schedule – Will be updated from Summer, 2006 10-Week Session to a full 16-week Spring Semester schedule    DRAFT
	Class Date
	Topic

	 
	 

	Thursday, May 25
	Course Overview and Text Chapter 1 (Historical Context of EM)

	 
	 

	Thursday, June 1
	Disciplines of Emergency Management:  Preparedness

	 
	 

	Thursday, June 8
	Natural & Technological Hazards and Risk Assessment

	 
	 

	Thursday, June 15
	Guest Presentation:     Brock Long

	 
	                                         Dept. of Homeland Security/FEMA

	 
	                                   

	Thursday, June 22
	Guest Presentation:     Dr. Wynn Mabry, Director

	 
	                                         Mecklenburg County Homeland Security

	 
	                                         and Department of Public Health

	 
	 

	Thursday, June 29
	Disciplines of Emergency Management:  Mitigation

	 
	 

	Thursday, July 6
	Disciplines of Emergency Management:  Response  +

	 
	Guest Presentation:     Captain Glenn Neimeyer

	 
	                                        Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Dept.

	 
	 

	Thursday, July 13
	Disciplines of Emergency Management:  Recovery 

	 
	Emergency Management and Terrorism (Introduction)

	 
	 

	Thursday, July 20
	Guest Presentation:     Special Agent Dave Dawson

	 
	                                         FBI - Charlotte Field Office

	 
	                                         

	Thursday, July 27
	The Future of Emergency Management

	 
	Disciplines of Emergency Management:  Communications +

	 
	Guest Presentation:      Blair Miller, Anchor

	 
	                                         WSOC-TV Ch. 9 Eyewitness News

	 
	 

	Thursday, August 3
	Emergency Operations Center Activation

	 
	Communication - Cooperation - Collaboration

	 
	 

	Wednesday, August 9
	Final Exam (Emergency Operations Center Simulation)

	 
	Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department Command Center


