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Description
MPAD 6293. Fighting Terrorism. (3)  This course investigates the phenomenon of the form of violence known as “terrorism”. Students will examine many facets of such violence, and the types of political violence which have existed throughout history, noting the changes which have occurred in recent years. The causes for which individuals, states and groups commit these acts, as well as the kinds of persons who have committed (or are committing) such violence will also be examined. Students will also study the strategies and tactics of both the perpetrators of terrorism and their opponents in modern administrations.  Finally, students will critically analyze several regions in which terrorism has been prevalent, and the actions taken by systems to control that violence. (On Demand).

Pre- or Co-requisites
None.
Course Objectives

The objectives of this course include:
1) Defining terrorism

2) Explaining the causes of terrorism

3) Explaining the different forms of terrorism

4) Studying the strategies and tactics of terrorist groups

5) Studying the strategies and tactics of anti-terror organizations

Instructional Method
Instructional methods of this course include lecture, class discussion, guest speakers, case analysis, and hands-on research.
Course Requirements

Class attendance and participation are essential in this course.  While the class will be conducted in a format of lecture and discussion sessions, it is important that you both attend and participate in the class discussions.  Terrorism is a subject in which there are few clearly “right” or “wrong” answers on many issues.  Therefore, you are expected to express your views and your questions as you expand your understanding of this subject.  If you are absent, you obviously cannot participate, and your grade will suffer accordingly.

Since this is a combination undergraduate/graduate class, I will attempt, during the first week of the semester, to set up a 20-30 minute time after regular class when we can sit and discuss the reading materials which you are assigned that differ from the regular class assignments.  This will also give us time to talk about your research projects, and to help you to explore in more depth this fascinating, and frightening, subject with which we must learn to deal effectively.  

There will be three exams given in this course, of which you must take at least two, as these exams will constitute fifty percent of your course grade.  You may take the third exam, if you wish to have one of the exam grades dropped.  The remaining portion of your grade will derive from two sources:  (1) class attendance and participation (10%); and (2) three short research papers (10% each) and one presentation (10%), focusing on an individual or group involved in the type of violence we will be discussing.  Your choice of subject will be made during the two weeks of class, and the presentations will be made during the last portion of the term.  More specific information concerning these research presentations will be given after the first week of class.
A standard grading scale will be used (i.e. 90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 69% and below = U).

Required Texts

Annual Editions:  Violence and Terrorism 05/06

Combs, Terrorism in the Twenty-First Century (3rd edition)


Hudson, Who Becomes a Terrorist and Why

Editor’s Choice, The War on Terror  (Foreign Affairs)


The 9/11 Commission Report

Martin, Understanding Terrorism:  Challenges, Perspectives, and Issues
Schedule of Assignments

Date


Jan 12-14
Combs, “An Idea Whose Time Has Come”


Annual Editions, “An Essay on Terrorism”


Walter Laqueur, “Postmodern Terrorism”  The War on Terrorism

Jan 18-20
Combs, “Not a Modern Phenomenon”



Annual Editions, “Ghosts of Our Past”


Hudson, “Executive Summary” and “Terms of Analysis”
Jan 25-27
Combs, “Ideology and Terrorism”


Annual Editions, “Understanding the Terrorist Mindset”
Lewis, “License to Kill,” in The War on Terror

Doran, “Somebody Else’s Civil War,” in The War on Terror

Hudson, “Approaches to Terrorism Analysis” and “Terrorist Profiling”


    also study the case studies and the tables in this text, for discussion

Feb 1-3
Combs, “Criminals or Crusaders?”



Annual Editions, “Doomsday Religious Movements” 





    “Young, Gifted, and Ready to Kill”



Hudson, “General Hypotheses of Terrorism” and “The Psychology of the 

Terrorist” 

Feb 8-10
Combs, “Terrorism by the State”



Annual Editions, “Overview of State-Sponsored Terrorism”




9/11 Report:  “The Foundation of the New Terrorism”
Feb 15

First Exam
Feb 17-22
Combs, “Terrorism, Inc.”



Annual Editions, “Osama bin Laden’s ‘Business’ in Sudan”  


9/11 Report:  “Al-Qaeda Aims at the American Heartland”
Feb 24-Mar 1
Combs, “Terrorist Training”



Annual Editions, “The Terrorist Notebooks”



9/11 Report:  “The Attack Looms” and “We Have Some Planes”
Mar 3
Combs, “The Media:  A Weapon for Both Sides?”


Annual Editions,  “Supplying Terrorists The ‘Oxygen of Publicity’”

9/11 Report:  “The System Was Blinking Red”

Mar 15-17
Combs, “Domestic Terrorism in the United States”

Annual Editions:  “Another Oklahoma City Bomb Trial, and still the 

Questions Remain”


9/11 Report:  “Counterterrorism Evolves”



Mar 22-24
Combs, “Legal Perspectives on Terrorism”



Annual Editions,  “Due Process for Terrorists?  A Case for a Federal 

Terrorism Court”


Byford, “The Wrong War,” in The War on Terror


9/11 Report:  “Wartime”

Mar 29

Second Exam
Apr 5-7
Combs, “Counterterrorism:  The Use of Special Forces”

Annual Editions,  “Same War, Different Views: Germany, Japan and the War on 
Terrorism”





Combs,  “Terrorism, Intelligence, and the Law”


Annual Editions, “The New F.B.I.”



O’Hanlon, “A Flawed Masterpiece,” The War on Terror


Betts, “Fixing Intelligence,” The War on Terror



9/11 Report:  “Foresight  -  and Hindsight”
Apr 12-14
Combs, “Security Measures:  A Frail
Defense”

Annual Editions,  “The Rise of Complex Terrorism”



9/11 Report:  “How to do it?  A Different Way of Organizing the 

Government”



Flynn, “America the Vulnerable,” The War on Terror
Apr 19-21
Combs, “The New Terrorist Threat: Weapons of Mass Destruction” 



  “Future Trends”



Annual Editions, “Grim Future” 

    “Inside the A-Bomb Bazaar”




    “Countering Complexity:  An Analytical Framework to Guide 
Counter-Terrorism Policy-Making” 



Howard, “What’s in a Name?  How to Fight Terrorism,” The War on Terror
Hirsh, “Bush and the World,” The War on Terror
9/11 Report:  “What to do?  A Global Strategy”







Apr 26 - May 3
Group Presentations

Final Exam
Thursday, May 12    
All of these reading assignments along with lecture materials will appear on the examinations.  The exams are NOT cumulative, but your answers will be expected to reflect a growing understanding of the subject.

Research Project
You will each choose one of the following for your research project.  I will circulate this list in class, and you will print your name next to the name of the organization that you will research.  Only one person may research each organization.  This list is not in any sense comprehensive, and you may suggest any other organization which you think fits the criteria appropriate to this course.  Study this list, and come to class prepared to make your selection.
Right-wing/vigilante/religious/militia groups



Christian Identity   
Aryan Nations  
Christian Patriots   
Al-Jihad  
Al-Qaida  
Armed Islamic Group  

Ansar al-Islam  
Aum Shinrikyo  

Ku Klux Klan  
Gam’a al-Islamiyya 

HAMAS   

Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan    

Jaish-e-Mohammed    

Jemaah Islamiya Organization   
Hizballah  
Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade  

Lashkar e-Tayyiba 

Asbat al-Ansar  

Kahane Chai  

Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization  

Salafist Group for Call and Combat  

Tanzim Qa’idat al-Jihad fi Bilad al-Rafidayn 

Libyan Islamic Fighting Group   
Anarchist








Red Army Faction  
Japanese Red Army  
Single-Issue movements







Animal Liberation Front 

PETA
Earth Liberation Front  
Operation Rescue  
Separatists

Continuity Irish Republican Army  

Harakat ul-Mujahidin  

Kongra-Gel (Kurdish)








ETA  (Spain)  

FLQ  (Canada)  

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam  (Tamil Tigers)  
Irish Republican Army  

Real IRA  

Provisional IRA  

Red Hand Defenders  

Ulster Defense Association  

Babbar Khalsa (India)   
Zapatistas 

Aceh Merdeka     

Nationalist/Revolutionary








Palestine Liberation Organization  
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement    

Red Brigades  
Sendero Luminoso  

Loyalist Volunteer Force  
FMLN  -  
FARC 

AUC 
National Liberation Army  

Revolutionary Nuclei 

Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party  
State Terror







Rwanda  

Cambodia  

Chile 

Bosnia  

Guatemala 

Russia  
There will be presentations grouped by organization type.  For that purpose, you will meet in class as a group, plan how to present the primary characteristics of your type of group, and then prepare that presentation to include time for each of you to offer just a brief synopsis of your specific organization, in the context of these similar characteristics.  This will help the class remember your group as one of a particular type, and with a few significant facts about it.  So part of your grade on this will be the group presentation, and part will be the paper which you turn in to me analyzing your specific organization.
Academic Integrity

Students have the responsibility to both know and observe the requirements of the UNCC Code of Student Academic Integrity.  Any special requirements or permission regarding academic integrity in this course will be stated by the instructors, and are binding upon the students.  Academic evaluations in this course include a judgment that the student’s work is free from academic dishonesty of any type, and grades in this course therefore should be and will be adversely affected by academic dishonesty.  Students are expected to report cases of academic dishonesty to the course instructors.
