
PORTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
EM 114: History of US Hazards and Disasters


Winter Term 2009                  	          	Instructor:	Carol Bruneau
4 credit hours, CRN 17722	Phones: 	xxx xxx xxxx (Home) 
PSE Bldg, Room 111		   	xxx xxx xxxx (Pager) 
Cascade Campus		   	xxx xxx xxxx (Cell) 
1700-2050  Monday	 Email:	  	carol.bruneau@pcc.edu    
                                                                 	  	  


Texts	
Required: Rubin, Clare B., Emergency Management: The American Experience 1900 – 2005, First Edition, Fairfax, VA, Public Entity Risk Institute, 2007. Dresbeck, Rachel, Oregon Disasters: True Stories of Tragedy and Survival, First Edition, Guilford, CT, The Globe Pequot Press, 2006. 
Optional: McNair-Huff, Rob and Natalie, Washington Disasters: The True Stories of Tragedy and Survival, First Edition, Guilford, CT, The Globe Pequot Press, 2006.


Course Description
Surveys the U.S. history of hazards and disasters and traces the evolutionary development of emergency management. Emphasis will be placed on the naturally occurring disasters with appropriate attention to the development of technological incidents and the evolution of terrorism. The course is intended to provide a survey of the history of hazards, risks and disasters all across the U.S. from first documented evidence to present day. The population growth and migration, with its effects on risk, will be traced as well as the urban development of this country.  


Intended Course Outcomes
At the completion of this course, students will be able to:
1)	Discuss the importance of hazards and risks in business and government plans and	 
	programs.
2)	Identify the risks and hazards that exist in various regions of the U.S.
3)	Discuss population growth and migration and how it impacts disaster situations.
4)	Understand the concept of a “triggering event” and explain its significance.
    
Teaching Methodology
Teaching methodology will include lectures, group discussions, independent research, case analysis and review of current events.


Course Requirements

1)  	Reading of assigned chapters as indicated by the “Schedule and Assignments” section, prior to class, in preparation for class discussion.

2)	Two exams: There will be two exams. The first exam will cover Chapters 1 - 4; the second will cover Chapters 5 - 8. 
 
Students may take a make-up exam only with prior approval from the instructor.  The instructor will only approve a make-up exam if s/he believes that a substantial reason has been given. 

Tests that are not made up will be given zero points and will be factored into the final grade for the course.
 
Exam success is critical to demonstrating mastery of the course content. Failure to pass one of the exams (score less than 50% of the available points) will result in the grade, indicated by the point’s total, being reduced by one level. Failure to pass two exams will result in a failure to pass the course, regardless of the points earned.                 

3)	Independent Research: This assignment is to look into a disaster that happened in the U.S. (but not in Oregon or Washington) during the 20th century and develop a case study term paper. A meeting with the Instructor to get approval for the disaster selected is the first step in the process. The final form of the paper should be four to six pages long, typed double space. 

4)	Case Study: Scan the case textbook, Oregon Disasters, and think about a few you would like to look into. We will draw numbers to set the order for picking who gets which case. The assignment is to develop a Power Point presentation, of no more than 10 slides (including a title page), of your disaster and to present it in class.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    							 
5)	Participation:  Students are expected to participate in ALL class sessions. Preparation for such participation will necessarily involve having read assigned chapters prior to each class session.  The variety and interest in this class will come from discussions of current events as related to the course.  Students are asked to try to find and bring related newspaper or magazine articles each week to discuss in class.

6)	An attendance sign-in sheet will be passed around at the beginning of EACH CLASS SESSION.  IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT TO SIGN IN WHEN HE/SHE ARRIVES AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.  Without a signature on the sign-in sheet, the class record will show an absence for that entire class session.  The sign-in sheet will not be available after 6:00 pm.  No absences will be “excused”.



Missed classes:
Second class missed:  grade not effected.
Third class missed:  grade reduced one level from earned grade (for example, if the earned grade were A, that grade would be translated to B).
Fourth class missed: grade reduced one more level.
Fifth class missed:  A grade of “F” is assigned regardless of the grade earned. This is considered failure to meet minimum expectations of college level performance.

Grading

Performance in this course will be assessed on the basis of the following point allocation: 
1.	Two written exams						300 points
2.	Research project paper					150 points
3.	One case study presentation					150 points  
          	          Total:     600 points

Point total = Grade:

A = 540 - 600 pts  B = 450 - 539 pts  C = 360 - 449 pts  D = 300 - 359 pts  F = 299 or less (Top 10%)             (Next 15%)	 (Next 15%)	      (Next 10%)            (Last 50%)


           
Academic Honesty
Your attention is directed to the PCC Student Rights and Responsibilities document on the college web-site; it presents the “Code of Conduct” and the “Academic Integrity Policy” of the college.
 
Failure to demonstrate honesty and integrity in testing situations will result in an academic penalty which will involve a failing grade for this course.
  
Regarding written assignments (i.e., case studies, and the Business Plan), it is unacceptable to submit a paper with the text of another source represented as your own work.  If you wish to quote from another source, you must indicate that it is a quotation, and not your own statement.  Plagiarism of any type is considered to be academic dishonesty, which will result in disqualification of the paper, and a grade of “F” for that assignment and possibly a one grade level reduction in your final grade.
  
All violations of the “Code of Conduct” will result in an “Academic Dishonesty Report” being filed with the Division Office, the Dean of Student Development and the Dean of Instruction.



ADA Accommodation
Any student who may need an accommodation for any sort of disability should make an appointment to see me within the first two weeks of class.



Changes to Course Outline
This course may be added to, deleted from, or otherwise changed if, in the opinion of the Instructor, it is necessary to do so in order to achieve the objectives of this course.  The student will be notified in advance, in class, of such changes.  Students will be responsible for any actions such changes may require of them.


Student Initiated Drops and Withdraws
PCC guidelines for drops and withdraws (page 8 of current PCC Schedule.)

This is an eleven week course, therefore:
Withdrawal refund period:  by the end of second Friday of the term.

To withdraw and not receive an “F” grade:  through the fourth week of the class.

If you stop attending without formally withdrawing, you will receive the grade assigned by your Instructor, and will be held liable for all charges on your account.





















Emergency Management 114
Schedule and Assignments

Jan. 12	Welcome, Introductions, Hand Outs, Review Syllabus, Discuss Expectations

	Chapter 1, An Introduction to a Century of Disaster Response and Emergency Management, From Galveston to New Orleans
	Number drawing and Case Study selection

Jan. 19	Holiday - Martin Luther King Day

Feb. 2	Chapter 2, Focusing Events in the Early Twentieth Century: A Hurricane, Two Earthquakes and a Pandemic
	Term Paper Topic Proposal / Approval

	Chapter 3, The Expanding Role of the Federal Government: 1927 - 1950

Feb. 9			Chapter 4, The Formative Years: 1950 – 1978
			Review for Exam #1 (Chapters 1 – 4) 

Feb. 16			Mid-Term  (Chapters 1-4) 
			Chapter 5, Federal Emergency Management Comes of Age: 1979 – 			2001

Feb. 23			Feedback on Mid-Term 
			
	Chapter 6, Emergency Management Restructured: Intended and Unintended Outcomes of Actions Taken since 9/11
			Case Study Presentations

Mar. 2	Chapter 7, 2005 Events and Outcomes: Hurricane Katrina and Beyond
	Case Study Presentations 

Mar. 9			Chapter 8, From a Painful Past to an Uncertain Future
			Case Study Presentations 
			Term Paper Due
			Review for Final (Chapters 5 – 8)
		
Mar. 16		Final  (Chapters 5 - 8)

			





