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Department of Urban Studies and Public Administration
Social Impact of Disaster 

(PADM 695 / URBN 696)

Spring 2008

Time:

Tuesday, 7:10-9:50 pm



January 15 – May 6, 2008

Location:
Campus, Gornto Room 221 (CRN 26597 / 26682)



Northern Virginia HEC, Room TBA (CRN 27713)



Peninsula HEC, Room TBA (CRN  27709)

Tri-Cities HEC, Room TBA (CRN 27710)



Virginia Beach HEC, Room TBA (CRN 27708 )

Instructor:
Thomas E. Poulin, ABD, MIFireE



Cell:

(757) 681-6650



E-mail:

tpoulin@odu.edu

Profile:

http://myprofile.cos.com/tpoulin
Course Description:  This course examines the impact disaster has on society in social, political, economic and human terms.  Using a case study format, students will explore specific disasters and engage in discussions on varied topics, including how well society prepared for, responded to, and recovered from the disaster. Special attention will be given to aspects of the disaster that contributed to changes in societal expectations of government, organizational structures, mitigation practices, the regulatory environment, or intra- and interpersonal behaviors. The goal of the course is to provide public administrators an increased understanding of disasters so they may be better prepared to respond to them effectively and efficiently.

Required Textbooks:


Quarantelli, E.L. (editor) 1998. What is a Disaster?: Perspectives on the Question

Routledge: New York, NY. (ISBN: 0415178991)

Class Attendance and Participation: The attendance and participation of all students is essential. Student participation is expected and is defined as regular attendance and actively contributing to class discussions.  Attendance and active participation are graded elements of the course, comprising10% of the total course grade.

Case Study:  Students shall be required to participate in the development of two case studies, working in groups of two or three.
 Each case study will examine specific disasters, chosen from a list of books provided by the instructor. Books not included in the list may be used, with the prior approval of the instructor. Students shall be responsible for acquiring the book; most of which may be found in the university or local public library systems.  The students shall then facilitate a class discussion on their assigned books, discussing the impact the disaster had upon the community involved.  The remainder of the students shall be prepared to question those presenting on specific issues. For each case study, a brief report (6-8 pages) must be submitted.
 Each case study shall account for 15% of the total grade, for a total of 30%.  While they may be turned in early, the final case studies are not due until the end of class on 4/15/08. They should be submitted electronically in Word to the instructor’s e-mail address. Additional information on the case studies shall be posted on the Blackboard.

Examination Format:  There will be two examinations during the course. For each examination, students shall be given a selection of six essay questions, of which they shall be required to answer any four.  The examinations shall be take home in format. Each examination shall account for 30% of the total course grade.


The examinations will not focus on the specifics of each disaster, but rather on how societal expectations impacted the preparation, response and recovery, as well as on how the society or organization was changed by the disaster.

Grades:
Participation and attendance

10%



Case Study Reports (15% each)
30%



Mid-term examination


30%



Final examination


30%

Grading System:
94-100%
A

78-79%
C+

90-93%
A-

74-77%
C

88-89%
B+

70-73%
C-

84-87%
B

69 or below
F

80-83%
B-

Grading Philosophy:  I am looking forward to working with you as you achieve both professional and personal objectives. Before the learning journey begins, it is important to set expectations. I approach the management of this class with assumptions of the learner and instructor’s role within the context of the classroom environment:
· The Learner:

· Is responsible for his / her own learning

· Actively participates in the learning process

· Comes prepared to the class and is open to learning

· Helps facilitate the learning of others as a member of a learning community

· The Instructor:

· Is the primary facilitator of learning

· Is consistent and objective in evaluating learners

· Provides a safe environment for the exchange of ideas

· Adapts the learning experience to the learning styles and experiences of the class

· Sets high yet achievable standards

Students that make a serious attempt to perform well and put forth a sincere effort have a good chance of doing well in the course.  Students should confer with the instructor early in the semester if there are indications that the student is having trouble in the course. The instructor and the University want the student to succeed, learn the course material and ultimately graduate with a good command of theory and application.

ODU Student Honor Code:  Students in this course are expected to comply with the strictures of the Old Dominion University Honor Code. Failure to live up to the Honor Code may affect a student’s grade and academic status.

Tips for Avoiding Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a continuing problem in all college and university settings.  It is sometimes difficult to know how to avoid committing plagiarism.  The following tips were developed by Nancy Bagranoff, Dean of the College of Business and Public Administration at Old Dominion University.

· More than three words is plagiarism.  This is a good yardstick to use when wondering whether or not quotes are appropriate.  

· One source is not “common knowledge.”  Common knowledge does not require citation.  But something is not common knowledge if you have found just one source for the information.

· When in doubt, cite!  If you have any doubt about whether or not to cite a source, err on the side of making the attribution.

· If your co-author sounds surprisingly eloquent, make sure the contribution is their own.  We often work in groups and co-author papers and projects.  You should ask the question of your co-author if you doubt the work is their own.  In group work, you are responsible for the project/paper in its entirety.
· Look away.  When you are writing, do not have open books or papers in front of you as you type.  Read your sources, and then put what you have read into your own words.  
· Writing is hard work.  Paraphrasing is relatively easy, writing is hard.  Learning to be a good writer is part of what your college education is about.  Staring at an empty screen in MS Word does become less daunting over time!
· Just because it’s on the Internet, doesn’t mean it’s yours. The Internet is a fantastic resource and search engines are terrific research tools.  But what you find on the Internet was written by someone.  You must cite Internet web sites, and if you use a quote, use appropriate quotation procedures.  
· Use a Style Guide.  Purchase a style guide and refer to it.  Your teacher may suggest one or look for one at Amazon.  Popular and timeless guides are by the American Psychological Association, Strunk and White, and Kate Turabian.
Disability Accommodations & Educational Resources

Old Dominion University provides reasonable accommodations in its academic programs as necessary for equal opportunity and participation fro qualified students with disabilities. If you believe you need assistance, please contact the instructor as soon as possible.
Inclement Weather Policy:  The decision to cancel classes is made by the university for all students, based on various conditions in the area. ODU will post class cancellations on their website, as well as making notifications via the local media. If in doubt, students are encouraged to contact the instructor at his cell phone.

	Course Outline



	Week


	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Presenter

	1
	1/15/08
	Introduction
	Quarantelli, Chapters 2, 3 and 4
	Instructor

	2
	 1/22/08
	Disaster Myths
	Blackboard document
	Instructor

	3
	1/29/08
	Case Study: The 1795 Lisbon Earthquake
	Blackboard document
	Instructor

	4
	2/5/08
	Case Study
	Individual reading
	Students

	5
	2/12/08
	Case Study
	Individual reading
	Students

	7
	2/19/08
	Case Study
	Individual reading
	Students

	8
	2/26/08
	Case Study

Mid-term Examination Distributed

	Individual Reading
	Students

	9
	3/4/08
	Case Study
	Individual reading
	Students

	10
	3/11/08
	Spring Break – No Class
	N/A
	N/A

	11
	3/18/08
	Case Study
	Individual reading
	Students

	12
	3/25/08
	Case Study
	Individual reading
	Students

	13
	4/1/08
	Case Study
	Individual reading
	Students

	14
	4/8/08
	Case Study
	Individual reading
	Students

	15
	4/15/08
	Case Study

Written Case Studies Due

	Individual reading
	Students

	16
	4/22/08
	Case Study
	Individual reading
	Students

	17
	4/29/08
	Case Study

Final Examination Distributed

	Individual reading
	Students



	18
	5/6/08
	Final Examination Week – No Class 
	N/A
	N/A


Case Study Sources

The case studies must be selected from approved sources. The following books are acceptable for presentations. Please clear your selection with the instructor. As previously noted, other books will be considered, but they must be pre-approved by the instructor.

Barry, J.M. 1998. Rising Tide: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How it Changed

America. New York, NY: Touchstone.  

Barry, J.M. 2005. The Great Influenza: The Epic Story of the Deadliest Plague in History. 

Penguin Books: New York, NY.

Brinkley, D. 2006. The Great Deluge: Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans and the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast. William Morrow: New York, NY.

Burton, H. 1973. The Morro Castle. Viking Press: New York, NY.

Cable, M. 1988. The Blizzard of 1888. Antheneum: New York, NY.

Cantelon, P.L., and R.C. Williams. 1982. Crisis Contained: The Department of Energy 

and Three Mile Island. Southern Illinois University Press: Carbondale, IL.  

Crosby, M.C. 2006. The American Plague: The Untold Story of Yellow Fever. Berkley 

Books: New York, NY.

Erikson, K.T. 1976. Everything in its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo 

Creek Flood. Simon and Schuster: New York, NY.

Felknor, P.S. 2004. The Tri-State Tornado: The Story of America’s Greatest Tornado 

Disaster. iUniverse: Lincoln, NE.

Fradkin, P.L. 2005. The Great Earthquake and Firestorm of 1906: How San Francisco 

Nearly Destroyed Itself. University of California Press: Berkley, CA.

Gaskin, M. 2005. Blitz: The Story of December 29, 1940. Harcourt: Orlando, FL.

Goldstein, R. 2001. Desperate Hours: The Epic Rescue of the Andrea Doria. John Wiley 

and Sons: New York, NH.

Hearn, P.D. 2004. Hurricane Camille: Monster Storm of the Gulf Coast. University Press 

of Mississippi: Jackson, MS.

Keeble, J., and N. Forbes. 1999. Out of the Channel: The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill in 

Prince William Sound. Eastern Washington University Press: Cheney, WA.

Khassan, M.D., Daniloff, N., & Daniloff, R. 2005. Grief of My Heart: Memoirs of a 

Chechen Surgeon.  Walker and Company: New York, NY.

Lapierre, D., and J. Moro. 2002. Five Past Midnight in Bhopal. AOL-Time Warner: New 

York, NY.  

Larson, E. 2000. Isaac’s Storm: A Man, A Time, and the Deadliest Hurricane in History. 

Vintage: New York, NY.

Levine, M. 2007. F5: Devastation, Survival and the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of 

the 20th Century. Miramax: New York, NY.


The following two books are considered one selection. The second book is a sequel to the first. These two short selections concern the sinking of the Titanic.

Lord, W.  1955. A Night to Remember. Bantam: New York, NY.

_______ 1986. The Night Lives On. William Morrow: New York, NY. 

Maclean, J.N. 1999. Fire on the Mountain: The True Story of the South Canyon Fire. 

Washington Square Press: New York, NY. (This selection concerns a wild land fire in Colorado that killed a large number of firefighters in 1994).

Maclean, N. 1993. Young Men and Fire. University of Chicago Press: Chicago, IL.  (This 

selection concerns a wild land fire in Montana that killed a large number of 

firefighters in 1949).

Mathis, N. 2007. Storm Warning: The Story of a Killer Tornado. Touchstone: New York, 

NY.

McCullough, D. 1968. The Johnstown Flood. Simon and Schuster: New York, NY.

Medvedev, Z. 1990. The Legacy of Chernobyl. W.W. Norton: New York, NY)

Peacock, B.H., Morrow, B.H. & Gladwin, H. (eds). 1997. Hurricane Andrew: Ethnicity, 

Gender and the Sociology of Disasters. Routledge: New York, NY.

Provenzo, E.F., Jr. & Provenzo, A.B. 2002. In the Eye of Hurricane Andrew. Univesity 

Press of Florida: Gainesville, FL.

Von Drehle, D. 2003. Triangle: The Fire that Changed America. Atlantic Monthly Press: 

New York, NY.

Zebrowski, E. 2005. Category 5: The Story of Camille: Lessons Unlearned from 

America’s Most Violent Hurricane. University of Michigan Press: Lansing, MI.

Recommended Additional Readings

Comfort, Louise K. 1988. Managing Disasters: Strategies and Policy Perspectives. 

Durham, NC: Duke University Press.

Davis, Mike. 2001. The Ecology of Fear. New York, NY: Metropolitan Books.

Quarentelli, E.L. 1978. Disasters: Theory and Research. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Schneider, Saundra K. 1995. Flirting with Disaster: Public Management in Crisis 

Situations. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe.
Sylves, Richard T., and William L. Waugh, Jr. 1996. Disaster Management in the 

U.S. and Canada, 2nd edition. Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas.

(Syllabus Updated 12-19-07)









� Students may work individually in unusual circumstances, with the prior approval of the instructor.


� This requirement is per case study, not per student; the paper should be a collaborative effort. The number of pages excludes cover page, references and appendices.


� Due via e-mail by 8 a.m.,  Monday, 3/3/08.


� May be turned in earlier, but must be turned in by end of class on 4/15/08.


� Due via e-mail by 8 p.m., Sunday, 5/4/08.
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