Millersville University of Pennsylvania

CENTER FOR DISASTER RESEARCH & EDUCATION (CDRE)

EMGT 616 Terrorism, Weapons of Mass Destruction & Homeland Security

I. Catalog Description with Prerequisites:
A sociological exploration of what terrorism is, why is occurs, prudent approaches to reducing the incidence of terrorism, and failed approaches; the origins and functions of homeland security, the necessity of maintaining an all-hazards approach and issues surrounding the placement of FEMA within the Department of Homeland Security. WMD history, an overview of the basic known biological, chemical, radiological and nuclear materials likely to be used as weapons; approaches to inoculation and treatment before and after exposure. Prereq: EM 601 or permission of the instructor and MSEM director.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

At the completion of this course it is expected that the students will be able to: 

1. Explain the earliest known foundation of terrorism.
2. Describe the various types of terrorists and terrorist organizations.

3. Explain the differences between international terrorism and domestic terrorism.

4. Explain how various alleged terror organizations recruit, retain and train members.

5. Explain the various reasons, religious, political and criminal that alleged terrorist and terror organizations utilize as their mission statements.

6. Describe how and why school violence seems to have escalated in the past twenty years.

7. Explain how terrorist and terror organizations use assorted WMDs to instill fear and create mass casualties.

8. Describe how the internet has made it easier, for anyone who wishes to do so, to make a WMD.

9. Explain how the potential of a bio-terrorism event could disable the country.

10. Describe how and why tabletop exercises for bio-weapons events are so vital to emergency managers.

11. Explain how counter-terrorism funds were originally developed and distributed.

12. Describe how and why local regional task forces have developed from single purpose counter-terrorism task forces to all-hazards task forces.

13. Describe how the media has affected the spread and growth of terrorism.

14. Describe why our culture continues to allow terrorist to "market" their activities and spread their ill will.

15. Explain how different methods of stopping terrorism may be applied and if they will be effective.
iii. Course Outline:
1. Introduction to Terrorism



a. Why We Should Study Terrorism & Counter-Terrorism



b. Historical Overview: 



(1)  What is terrorism, and where did it get its roots?




(2)  Who are theses terrorist and terror organizations.
(3) The Sociological Perspective: Basic Sociology Concepts 
c.  Important Internet Sites to Access Regularly

2. Dimensions of Terrorism



a. Frequency of Terrorist Events



b. International Terrorism versus Domestic terrorism



(1)  Terminology




(2)  What is terrorism and what is freedom fighting, who decides?

3. Why do they do it? 



a. Terrorism: what it is and is not.  The issue of the eye of the beholder



b. Applying the Social Science


c. Why Terrorism Exists as a Means of Goal Attainment



d. Social Movements & Tools Available



e. Power, Domination & Emergent Norms



f.  Why/How One Becomes a Terrorist




(1) The Demographics & Personality of a “Typical Terrorist”

(a) Recruiting Strategies

(b) Socialization & Culture Clash




(2) How to Effectively Combat Terrorism—or, How to Reduce the





likelihood of a Group Selecting Terror as an Option for 





achieving its goals

4. Closer Look at Terrorism – Presentations on various Terrorist and Terror Organizations


a. Various International Organizations



(1) Key Leaders & Their Backgrounds




(2) Philosophy & Goals




(3) Organization Structure




(4) Declaring War on the U.S. or its allies



(5) Training & Finance



b. The Palestine Liberation Organization/Authority & Israel




(1) Historical arguments from both perspectives




(2) History of PLO/PLA - Pursuit of a State of Palestine




(3)History of Israel & Varied Governmental Responses




(4)Terror as the weapon of choice




(5)Terror: when it works vs. when it doesn’t



c. Domestic Terrorism in the U.S.




(1) Historical Overview




(2) Causes




(3) Examples




(4) Countering Domestic Terrorism

5. Why Terrorist Practice Their Trade

a.  Terrorism in the name of religion

b. Terrorism for Political purposes

c. Terrorism for criminal purposes

d. Terrorism for land rights

6. School Violence and Terrorism
a.  International events on a large scale

b. Events in the United States

c. Types of Individuals involved

d. Potential future events

7. The Unites States approach to Combating Terrorism

a.  Regional task forces

b. Allocation of funding

c. Breakdown of responsibilities by agency

d. Pre 9-11 versus post 9-11

8. Countering Terrorism & Emergence of Homeland Security



A  U.S. Approach Prior to 1992



b.  The Clinton Years



c.  The Bush Administration




(1) Prior to September 11




(2) After September 11



d.  Emergency of the Department of Homeland Security
9. What is the Future:  Can we stop Terrorism
a.   Methods that may end terrorism

b. Getting to the core of the problem

c. Who needs to get involved

IV.
Student Performance Criteria:

Evaluation Criteria 
Written projects    90%

     --Students will be given weekly assignments to complete.  Many of these assignments will be in the form of research papers of 3 to 6 pages in length.  Completion of these papers in a timely fashion and with adequate research will be the essential component towards the semester’s grade. 
Participation and Attendance   10%


--Your active participation is expected. This can be done verbally in class, through discussion board activities and during presentations in class. 

*Please Note:  The University Academic Dishonesty Policy will be strictly enforced.
GRADING SCALE

	Grade
	Percent
	
	Grade
	Percent

	A
	( 94
	
	C
	73 – 76.9

	A-
	90 – 93.9
	
	C-
	70 – 72.9

	B+
	87 – 89.9
	
	D+
	67 – 69.9

	B
	83 – 86.9
	
	D
	63 – 66.9

	B-
	80 – 82.9
	
	D-
	60 – 62.9

	C+
	77 – 79.9
	
	F
	< 60


V.
Required Texts:

Clarke, Richard A. 2004. Against All Enemies: Inside America’s War on Terror. 



New York: Free Press. 

VI. Website Bibliography:

U.S. Homeland Security Department Weekly Newsletter




www.homelandsecurity.org/newsletter

















U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Site

http://www.fema.gov/


















U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Site

http://www.cdc.gov/
United Nations Home Page

http://www.un.org/
Medical NBC Online – Bio-Terroism Info





http://www.nbc-med.org/ie40/






CNN News Home Page

http://www.cnn.com/US/
BBC – News, Another Perspective

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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