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I. Course Description:
While many in the American relief field are involved primarily with disaster assistance within the US itself, increasing numbers are also participating in emergency responses abroad.  These international crises often involve different political, organizational, logistical and even ethical challenges than found in US domestic disasters.  This course explores the inherent difficulties in responding to humanitarian emergencies outside of the United States, both natural and man-made.  After surveying the global political stage, including the major players and their interactions, a conceptual overview of international humanitarianism will be provided.  This includes an introduction to the constellation of actors common to such responses, as well as an investigation of the local, national and global politics that complicate assistance efforts. It will integrate insights from field practitioners with the most recent academic findings. 
II. Course Objectives:
At the end of the course students will be expected to be able to:
1. Assess the larger international political and legal environment in which disaster response occurs.

2. Apply the concepts and terminology of international emergency management to assess international disaster response.
3. Apply course knowledge to analyze the articulated mission, agenda and behavior patterns of the central actors involved in international emergency responses, including national governments (both civilian and military sectors), intergovernmental organizations, nongovernmental organizations (both secular and faith-based) and the local players at relief sites.

4. Assess the array of challenges and tensions common to international emergency responses, no matter what their location or cause.

5. Determine the sources of diplomatic, political and cultural sensitivity in a given humanitarian assistance context.

6. Synthesize the most recent recommendations from the field and from international disaster researchers, in order to critically evaluate the extent to which international disaster response has embraced best practices. 
III. Course Format:

This course will be conducted fully on-line via the Blackboard program. Asynchronous course components (students work on their own preferred timetable before relevant deadline) include:

· Listening to weekly recorded PowerPoint lectures on the module topic under discussion, made available on Blackboard/Communications/Live Classroom/Archive and responding to the lecture via your personal blog on Blackboard/Journals
· Completing weekly assigned readings and respond to the readings by blogging as above

· Completing weekly assignments through Blackboard (see below)
· Completing a final group research project and PowerPoint presentation
The synchronous course component is the live weekly “meeting” on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:15pm EDT using the Wimba program on Blackboard.  Participation in the scheduled meetings are mandatory for the successful completion of the course.

IV. Course Requirements:
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Please note while there are no formal examinations assessing acquisition of key themes and concepts, students will be expected to show a progressive sophistication in their participation, news reviews, small group discussions and in their group research projects regarding integration and application of course readings and lectures to receive fullest credit.

Further information on all of the above components will appear as individual information sheets under the “Course Information” section on Blackboard.
V. Course Texts/Readings:
There are two required texts for this course:

Kevin  Cahill, Basics of International Humanitarian Disasters, Fordham Press, 2003 (ISBN:  0-8232-2243-8)

Robert Perito, Guide for Participants in Peace, Stability and Relief Operations, United States Institute of Peace, 2007 (ISBN:  978-1-60127-000-9)

There will also be readings that will either directly appear under the “Course Documents” section of Blackboard or be located via an internet address that will be posted on the syllabus below.  All will be noted accordingly in the Course Outline/Readings Assignment section.
Finally, students will also be following current global humanitarian developments as part of a weekly news review.  The two sites are:

Relief Web (sponsored by the UN Department for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs):  http://www.reliefweb.org (news headlines only)
AlertNet (sponsored by the Thomson Reuters Foundation):  http://www.alertnet.org (“daily expresso”)
VI. Course Outline/Reading Assignments:
Unit 1:  What Every International Humanitarian Professional Needs to Understand First: The Global Operating Environment (Week 1)

:
Course introduction and Unit lecture available on BB/Live Classroom/Archives




Related Readings:


BB:  John Rourke, International Politics on the World Stage, 2008.  Chapter 2 (The Evolution of World Politics), Chapter 6 (National States), Chapter 4 (Nationalism), Chapter 5 (Globalism), Chapter 12 (Diverse Circumstances), pp. 386-392 only.

:

Wimba/Live Classroom discussion of course overview, unit topic
Unit 2:  Introduction to International Humanitarianism:  A Conceptual, Historical and Legal Overview (Week 2)

:

Unit lecture available on BB/Live Classroom/Archives




Related Readings:

Cahill text:  Chapters 1 (Grossrieder); 2 (Osman); 3 (Gunn); 6 (Veuthey)
BB:  Antonio Donini (team leader), “Humanitarian Agenda 2015:  Final Report/The State of the Humanitarian Enterprise”, Feinstein International Center, Tufts University, March 2008.

BB:  Larry Minear, “Equipping the Enterprise,” The Humanitarian Enterprise, 2002.

:

Small group discussion #1 




Weekly news review and analysis #1

:

Wimba discussion of unit lecture, weekly news review, whole group discussion of small group topic assignment
Unit 3:  The Alphabet Soup of Humanitarian Actors:  IGOs, NGOs and 

Other Players (Week 3)


:

Unit lecture available on Blackboard/Live Classroom/Archives




Related Readings:





Perito text:  Entire (much of it is lists, etc.)





Cahill text:  Chapter 8, 9, 10




BB:  Larry Minear, “Strengthening Local Capacity,” The Humanitarian Enterprise, 2002.


:

Small group discussion #2




Weekly news review and analysis #2
Unit 4:  The Realities on the Ground:  International Humanitarian Efforts in Action, Part I:  Consent, Coordination and Needs Assessment (Week 4)


:
Unit lecture available on Blackboard/Live Classroom/Archives





Related Readings:





Cahill text:  Chapter 7
BB:  Larry Minear and Thomas Weiss, “Challenges,” Mercy Under Fire:  War and the Global Humanitarian Community, 1995.
BB:   Roberta Cohen, “Humanitarian Imperatives are Transforming Sovereignty,” Brookings Institution, Winter 2008.

Internet: Max Glaser, “Humanitarian Engagement with Non-state Armed Actors: The Parameters of Negotiated Access,” June 2005, Humanitarian Practice Network,

http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?id=2650
BB:  Ed Tsui, “Initial Response to Complex Emergencies and Natural Disasters,” in Kevin Cahill, Emergency Relief Operations, 2003.
Internet:  Please read the following exchanges about relief coordination and independence on the Humanitarian Practice Network homepage:

Eric Stobbaerts, “Yet another arrogant move? MSF’s stance on its relationship with the rest of the international aid system” 9 October 2007, http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?id=2897
Samir Elhawary, “Eroding humanitarian principles: who’s to blame?”
7 August 2008, http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?id=2934
Eva Von Oelreich, “Co-opted by the UN? Time for NGOs to take up the challenge”, 9 October 2007, http://www.odihpn.org/report.asp?id=2899




BB:  
Inter-Agency Standing Committee Working Group, “Civil-Military Relationship in Complex Emergencies,” An IASC Reference Paper, 28 June 2004. 




BB:    
Anthony Redmond, “Needs Assessment of Humanitarian Crises,” 




British Medical Journal, 2005, pp. 1320-1322.





BB:  UNICEF, Needs Assessment Matrix, from Emergency Field Handbook:  A Guide for UNICEF Staff, 2005.


:
Small group discussion #3




Weekly news review and analysis #3

:
Wimba discussion of unit lecture, weekly news review, whole group discussion of small group topic assignment

Unit 5:  The Realities on the Ground:  International Humanitarian Efforts in Action, Part II:  The Special Needs of Women and Children, Security and the Relief-Development Nexus (Week 5)

:
Unit lecture available on BB/Live Classroom/Archives





Related Readings:






BB:   
“John Seaman and Sarah Maguire, “ABC of Conflict and Disaster:  The Special Needs of Children and Women,” British Medical Journal, 2 July 2005, pp. 34-36.

BB:  
Randolph Martin, “An Introduction to NGO Field Security,” in Kevin Cahill, Emergency Relief Operations, 2003.

BB:  
Richard Ryscavage, “The Transition from Conflict to Peace,” in Kevin Cahill, Emergency Relief Operations, 2003.

BB:
Secretary-General’s High Level Panel on UN System-Wide Coherence, United Nations, “Transition from Relief to Development:  Key Issues Related to Humanitarian and Recovery/Transition Programmes”, May 2006.


:
Small group discussion #4




Weekly news review and analysis #4

:
Wimba discussion of unit lecture, weekly news review, whole group discussion of small group topic assignment

Unit 6:  Case Studies in Humanitarian Responses to International Disasters (Week 6)


:
Unit lecture available on BB/Live Classrooms/Archives





Related Readings:





BB:  Review all group PowerPoint Presentations

:
Small group discussion #5




Weekly news review and analysis #5

:
Wimba discussion of group PowerPoints, weekly news review, whole group discussion of small group topic assignment
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