MEDIA RELATIONS & PUBLIC INFORMATION   
34 HSEM XXX-XXX




                      Autumn Quarter 05
Purpose:


The student will be introduced to the roles and responsibilities of public information officers during extraordinary situations.  They will learn about working with the media, writing press releases and speaking to the media in groups and interviews.                            
Course Objectives:


Upon completion the student will be able to understand the roles and responsibilities of the public information officer, write a basic press release and conduct both a press conference and a media interview.              
 Text:

FEMA Public Information Officer Handbook
Requirements:

1)
Mid Term



25%


2)
Class Exercises/Projects

40%


3)
Final Exam



35%








100%

Grading Scale:


100 – 90
A,
89 -    80
B,
79 -    70
C


69 -    60
D,
59 and below

F

Exercises / Projects:


Over the course of the class students will be expected to successfully complete at least 2 exercises and/or projects wherein they will apply the material covered in the Handbook.

2.

Course Outline:

Week 1

Course Overview and Expectations   
2 The Emergency Management Public Information Officer
3 Definitions and Requisite Skills                        
4 Proactive vs. Reactive Information Models      
5 Reaching the Audience                   
6 Mid Term Exam                                     

7 Identifying and Working with Local Media
8 Writing Skills – The Press Release                       

9 Public Speaking and The Media Interview      
10 Exercise

11 Final Exam

