Module 5-6 Choosing a Community
Time
75 minutes (2 parts)
Objectives
For students to be identify:

· sources of community-based historical data

Background

The final step in the hazard identification phase is to review each hazard and to document any known historical information.  
Course Content
The professor should choose a community upon which to base this Module and the next four.  The first part of the class should be to introduce the topic of the importance of collecting accurate historical data.  Students should then be assigned various hazards (assign one hazard to more than one student if possible) and asked to report back at the next class their findings.  Often one student will discover hazardous events that another has missed – thus reinforcing the need to have many people involved.  A large map, covered in Mylar, should be used so that students can map their findings.  These findings should be discussed as students place the dots (or whatever means is used) on the map.
· It is extremely important not to rely on the collective information and memory of the HIRV committee but, rather, to take the trouble to identify and use alternate sources of disaster information. Numerous researchers (Covello, cited in Drabek 1986; Auf der Heide 1989) state that, in many cases, even when disasters have occurred relatively frequently, public awareness of these events is generally poor. 
· The availability heuristic helps explain why it is important that the HIRV committee make serious efforts to carefully review all available historical data. 
· HIRV committee members should always consult with available experts.  In case studies, even persons who professed to be very familiar with the community were unaware of certain historical incidents (e.g., the occurrence of a major tsunami over 100 years ago). 
Questions to ask students:
Take a few minutes and consider where you could obtain information about past disasters in your community

Answer:  Some sources are:

· Newspaper articles

· Magazines

· Scientists and universities

· Local departmental files

· Long-time residents


· Research reports

· Industrial records


· Emergency management files 

· Government archives and data bases
Handouts

None
Suggested Readings

Students

None
Faculty
Auf Der Heide, Erik.  (1989).  Disaster Response:  Principles of Preparation and Coordination. St. Louis, Missouri: C.V. Mosby.

Drabek, Thomas E.  (1986).  Human System Responses to Disaster:  An Inventory of Sociological Findings.  New York: Springer-Verlag.  
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