Module 3-3 Why Involve the Public? 
Time
45 minutes

Objectives
For students to identify:
· the need for public participation in disaster management, specifically when completing an HRVA

· the benefits of incorporating public involvement in HRVA

Background

If community planners and local officials ignore the local community, then they decrease their chance of providing reasonable solutions to disaster-related problems.  As Parker (1992, 134) points out, “A review of the major catastrophes during the twentieth century reveals the shortcomings of existing governmental structures to receive critical information from beneficiaries just when they need it most, when important decisions are being made following major disasters.”  As well, the disadvantaged need to be able to gain access to information about, and to have a say in the development of, mitigative strategies.
Course Content
· For too long officials have not wanted to reveal hazards and risks to their respective communities, fearing that panic would prevail or that people would flee.  In order for community members to influence politicians, they need to have access to the information essential to rational decision making.  
· The poor and the disenfranchised must not be overlooked in disaster planning activities –  especially today,  when “the ability of local groups to respond to crisis and the more chronic problems of vulnerability is becoming increasingly important as the traditional welfare net provided by governments is being eroded in almost all countries of the world” (International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 1995, 16). 

“And in Calitiri, a town of 3,400 persons, an old man politely stopped a convoy of vans that had arrived to take villagers out of the storm-battered highlands and to hotels along the Amalfi coast. “You are a good and capable man, but don’t come again,” the old man said to the young police captain who was in charge of the relocation job. “This is where we lived, and this is where we want to die” (Ward 1989, 281). 

· HOW citizens are invited to participate in disaster management is critical to the success of that participation. Simply and solely providing information to citizens is not enough.

· It is important to instill in the public a sense of individual responsibility vis-à-vis disaster preparedness. Salter (in Disaster Preparedness Resources Centre 1998) states that “the community that has established capabilities for building relationships, organizing community intervention, and achieving results has taken the valuable first steps for becoming a Safe Community. 
· For an example of a planning approach that integrates land-use planning, disaster management, and a high degree of public participation: the Portola Valley, California, case study. 

· Use PowerPoint 3-3 – The Portola Valley Slides (actual case slides provided by Mader).
Questions to ask students:
When you have read the Portola Valley Case Study – how many people were involved at the community level? 

Handouts

Handout 3-3 Portola Valley Case Study (based on the work of Mader).
Suggested Readings

Students

None
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