Module 2-7 Defining Community and Region
Time
20 minutes

Objectives
For students to define:
· community

· region

Background

The focus of this course is limited to disasters that are applicable at a community or regional level, so it is important to understand what comprises a community and region.
Course Content
· A community is defined as a village, municipality, or township. It may be composed of a number of neighborhoods (geographically and conceptually defined), and each of these smaller “communities” may engage in emergency planning. However, the focus of this work is on communities with stronger and broader powers than those found at the neighbourhood level.
· A region includes areas that are geographically and administratively united.  A region includes areas that are geographically and administratively united. As stated by Hodge (1991, 280): “Often ‘regional planning’ seems a nebulous term. This arises from the fact that what is a region from one point of view may not constitute a region from another. Regional planning boundaries cannot be drawn with precision because of the variety of concerns involved.” These concerns may include planning for natural resources (e.g., the Tennessee Valley Authority) and planning for economic development.
· In Canada, regional planning is most often identified with planning for rural areas.  A region can also include any area in which a regional authority has responsibility for planning across local boundaries

Questions to ask students:
What constitutes a “community?”
· Answer:  There are many types of communities – communities are not always linked geographically and may be linked by interests, by profession, by gender, by race, by culture, by age as well as other areas.  Most of the time we think of a community by geography – where people live, work or play.

Handouts

None
Suggested Readings

Students

None
Faculty
Hodge, Gerald.  (1991).  Planning Canadian Communities: An Introduction to the Principles, Practice, and Participants (2nd edition).  Toronto: Nelson.  

PAGE  
2

