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The 2005 Higher Education Conference was held at the National Emergency Training Center from June 5th to 7th.  One of the central themes of the conference was the future of emergency management in terms of its evolution as a profession, a critical function of government, and a component of the nation’s Homeland Security effort.  One panel focused specifically on “The Future of Emergency Management and Homeland Security” and presentations were made on a variety of issues related to the future of emergency management in the U.S. and in other nations.  


The stage was set by an assessment of the major threats to human life in the 21st century.  The presentations that followed focused on the evolution of emergency management in the U.S., the future of emergency management in the U.S.,  the threat posed by the Department of Homeland Security to the emergency management function, the future of emergency management and Homeland Security as complementary functions in the U.S., and whether recent changes in emergency management have been revolutionary or evolutionary.  Other papers addressed related concerns, including the evolution of emergency management around the world, the development of emergency management curricula in other nations, and the importance of social science research to the practice of emergency management.  Some of the papers are posted on the FEMA Higher Education website under the Higher Education Conferences.  PowerPoint presentations are posted for some of the presentations.  


The papers included in this volume are updated versions of those presented at the conference.  Three months after the conference, Hurricane Katrina made landfall in Mississippi and Louisiana.  Poor local, state, and federal responses to the storm and the flood that followed in New Orleans have lead to assessments of the capabilities of emergency management and Homeland Security programs, recommendations for reform, and debates over whether FEMA should remain within the Department of Homeland Security, how to better link FEMA to the President and other emergency management agencies to their chief executives to improve communication and coordination, and how to repair relationships so that essential collaboration can take place before, during, and after catastrophic disasters.  The problems identified in the assessments range from the lack of communications interoperability to failures to plan or to implement plans effectively.  Failures in intergovernmental, inter-sector, and inter-organizational communication and cooperation were also endemic.  Hurricane Katrina, and Hurricanes Rita and Wilma that followed, raised serious and fundamental issues that are likely to affect the futures of emergency management and Homeland Security.  For that reason, presenters wished to reexamine and, when necessary, revise the predictions they made in June 2005.  Katrina has had a significant impact upon the practice of emergency management and, hopefully, Homeland Security. The full impact, however, may not be known until the next catastrophic disaster.

This is the context within which the papers in this volume were written.  Some of the papers are very different from the presentations made at the Higher Education conference in June 2005.  But, the theme is consistent and the points of view expressed at the conference are represented.  Emergency management’s future is uncertain, although it is an essential function in communities in the U.S. and in other nations.  
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