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Before getting into the business of books, Ms. NancyKay Sullivan Wessman, M.P.H., worked as a journalist and health communicator. She helped create and lead organizations that empowered other public health Public Information Officers to do their jobs better. As Communications and Public Relations Director for the Mississippi State Department of Health and a founding member and long-time leader of National Public Health Information Coalition, she inspired other public relations professionals to set and achieve measurable objectives.

Ms. Wessman began her weekly newspaper career in her hometown and moved into medical public relations before taking on public health public information. A graduate of the University of Southern Mississippi, she earned an M.P.H. from Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine (TU SPHTM); she is a charter, 20-year member of the TU SPHTM Alumni Association Board of Directors.

Ms. Wessman now writes books, the latest of which launched in July 2015 as Katrina, Mississippi: Voices from Ground Zero. Focusing on a public health physician’s determination to preserve social order, the work of creative non-fiction documents personal and professional views, alliances and actions, concerns and issues, and truths and consequences that the emergency management and disaster response teams faced from inside the Hancock and Harrison County Emergency Operations Centers. Kirkus Reviews calls the book “a scholarly landmark in the history of a major storm.”

Ms. Wessman also works as editor, speaker, and consultant. In her transformation to author, she learned from and relied upon friends and colleagues in the Creative Nonfiction-South tribe, BB Queens and Pulpwood Queens book clubs, and Easy Writers critique group.
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