JUSTIN RECKKER


Mr. Justin Reckker recently graduated with a Health Sciences degree from the University of Michigan Flint in April 2016. His initial thoughts going into college was that he was going to end up leaving some institution with a Doctorate of Physical Therapy Degree and go into the medical field that way. However, after doing his clinical work that was required before applying to any programs, he found out that maybe this was not exactly what he was looking for and how he wanted to spend his career. This being said, he had to start exploring other options as he did not come to this conclusion until about the midpoint of his senior year at the University of Michigan.

While taking classes his senior year, Mr. Reckker opened up his mind to new ideas and potential(s) for something that he may not only be interested in but also something that he thought he might excel at. Two of his professors that he was taking classes for in the same semester sparked his attention as to what each of them were doing. Dr. Valacak was running health clinics around the Genesee County area in Michigan, and Dr. Sanders was a full-time teacher at Alma College as well as an adjunct at University of Michigan and a couple of the surrounding schools. On top of being a professor, Dr. Sanders travels around the country going to different conferences with other professors as well as presenting at some of these conferences.

Throughout the time spent with Dr. Sanders in his class, he and Mr. Reckker built a relatively good relationship. Near the end of the class, not long after Mr. Reckker came to his conclusion about not pursuing his physical therapy degree, he had a lengthy phone call with Dr. Sanders. He got Mr. Reckker thinking about Emergency/Disaster Management. Needless to say, Mr. Reckker started doing his homework on it and it seemed like something that he would thoroughly enjoy doing. Right from the start, it seemed like something that suited him well for a variety of reasons. Not only does it seem like it is an active job, inside and outside of the office, but it also relies on team work.

The above description seems like something Mr. Reckker would be exceptional at. One of the reasons he originally picked physical therapy is because it is not entirely an office job; he likes different scenarios on a daily basis. Much like physical therapy, it seems as though being involved in settings dealing with emergencies and disasters is constantly changing. Along with having a great deal of variety, it requires efficient teamwork to achieve the best outcome. He thoroughly enjoys working with individuals who share his interests and want to make great strides in order to succeed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]All of that being said, Mr. Reckker has been doing his part in figuring out if this field would be something he would enjoy doing. It has really opened his eyes to the vast opportunities that are out there and the amount of work that needs to be done. This is not a topic to take lightly and having people who genuinely want to help is what is needed. Mr. Reckker personally believes that attending this Symposium will open his eyes even more to the need(s) that are out there and give him an even better idea of the opportunities that might be waiting for him. Mr. Reckker hopes that he gets as much, if not more, out of this than what he expects because it would really encourage his drive to continue down this path.
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