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Mr. David W. Plance currently works as an Operational Planner for Region IX of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Since 2010 at FEMA, he has been responsible for the research and writing of operational disaster plans to include the Cascadia Earthquake and Tsunami Response Plan; San Francisco Bay Area Medical Counter Measures Supplement; and numerous Special Event Consequence Management Plans for Super Bowls XLIX and 50 and the Rose Parade and Bowl Game. During disaster events, Mr. Plance stands watch as a qualified Planning Unit Leader and has deployed in support of state disasters and as a Liaison Officer. He has deployed in support of disasters to North Dakota (floods), Arkansas (tornado), and California (wildfires). He is currently working on research of climate change impacts on Region IX jurisdictions.

Previously, Mr. Plance served 23 years in the U.S. Navy as a Chief Hospital Corpsman, Independent Duty Corpsman from March 1985 to April 2008. During his time in the Navy, he completed numerous tours and deployments including to Iraq (2004/2005), Djibouti (2006), the Republic of Palau (1992–1993, 1995), and the western Pacific. His first encounter with emergency management came in 1994 when he deployed to Palmdale, California, in support of the Northridge earthquake recovery. Throughout his tours, Mr. Plance served numerous times as the senior enlisted leader. He has earned the Surface Warfare Specialist, Seabee Combat Specialist, and the Fleet Marine Force Warfare Specialist insignias as well as the Master Training Specialist designation. HMC (FMF/SCW/SW) Plance retired in 2008.

Following his service, Mr. Plance worked as a contractor and Emergency Management Analyst/Subject Matter Expert (CBRNE) for Battelle Memorial Institute in support of Navy Medicine West Regional Medical Command, providing support to 81 medical and dental treatment facilities in California, Arizona, Nevada, Washington, Hawaii, Guam, and Japan. His focus was the deployment, training, maintenance, and inventory of specialized patient decontamination suites as part of the Department of Defense’s CBRN Installation Protection Program. Additionally, Mr. Plance conducted hazard assessments, emergency management program assessments, training, inventory support, and general emergency management program management support.

Mr. Plance holds a B.S. in Health Care Management from Touro University International, graduating in 2006, summa cum laude. In 2012, he earned his Master’s degree in Emergency and Disaster Management from American Military University, graduating with honors. Currently, Mr. Plance is a Ph.D. candidate at Capella University, studying Public Safety with an emphasis in Emergency Management. His dissertation topic is the integration of social media by California county emergency management authorities. He anticipates graduating in 2017. Attending the Higher Education Symposium for the first time, Mr. Plance hopes to add to the growing knowledge base of the emergency management field.
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