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Dr. James R. Phelps retired in 1998 from the U.S. Navy after a 21-year career and moved into the chemical and cryogenic manufacturing industries for several years. He graduated summa cum laude from the University of Southern Colorado with a B.A. in History and a minor in Anthropology (2003). He received his M.A. in History (recent U.S. and military, 2005) along with a Ph.D. in Criminal Justice through Sam Houston State University (2008) in Huntsville, Texas. He is a graduate of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) National Emergency Management Academy, and is certified to teach the Academy courses. Dr. Phelps is also a graduate of the U.S. Navy Radiological Controls Officer course, Nuclear Planner course, and numerous Department of Homeland Security classes. He lectures on a wide variety of topics including current trends in terrorism and counterterrorism, cyber security, emergency management, disaster preparedness, and border security.

Dr. Phelps currently assists the American Council on Education with course and experiential accreditation reviews. He develops college courses on topics ranging from Emergency Management to Cybersecurity for several institutions. He is currently serving on the FEMA/Emergency Management Institute Higher Education Core Competencies development group, determining the higher education needs for Emergency Management programs in 2030 and beyond.

Dr. Phelps is the primary developer of the Border and Homeland Security degrees currently offered at Angelo State University (ASU). The M.S. in Homeland Security was rated in the top 5 online degrees
 in the United States and the undergraduate degree in Border and Homeland Security was rated in the top 10 online degrees by 2 separate organizations.
 As co-developer of the online M.S. in Criminal Justice at ASU, that program is also nationally ranked in the top 10.

Dr. Phelps is a published author of numerous articles and academic works on emergency management and disaster preparedness, current trends in terrorism, areas of national and international threats, physical and personnel security, and cybersecurity. He has published two books, including the only truly comprehensive guide on how to develop international police forces, What Happened to the Iraqi Police (2010, CAP), and is the lead author of Border Security (2014, CAP), the only textbook on the subject.
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