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Dr. Michael J. O’Connor, Jr., is an Associate Professor of Emergency Management at the State University of New York-Canton College of Technology (SUNY-Canton). He is the founding faculty member of the Emergency Management bachelor’s degree program at SUNY-Canton. The Emergency Management Program’s curricula contains a set of foundational courses followed by a sequence of upper-division courses in emergency planning and operations, legal issues, incident command systems, and disaster exercises and simulations (using WebEOC and D-LAN/ReadyNY). Students are also expected to complete a culminating experience internship, senior project, or additional upper-division Emergency Management electives.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. O’Connor’s experience in Emergency Management includes the design and implementation of Command Post Exercises and Field Training Exercises (FTXs) as a former military police battalion- and brigade-level staff officer (with officer-advanced chemical training). He has also been an American Red Cross Government-Emergency Operations Center/Incident Command liaison; vice chair of a Local Emergency Planning Committee; and member of the Department of Homeland Security/U.S. Coast Guard (DHS/USCG) Area Maritime Security Committee for the St. Lawrence Seaway. He has worked with DHS/USCG, Customs and Border Patrol, and other state and local agencies on tabletop exercises and FTX exercises. In November 2013, Dr. O’Connor both presented at, and was the only academic to have been certified by, the State of New York at the first annual Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Emergency Management “Academy.”

Dr. O’Connor also teaches Emergency Management at Capella University at the master’s and doctoral levels. Additionally, he serves as chair or committee member/area specialist on numerous dissertation committees.

Dr. O’Connor formerly served as a senior university officer and academic leader at several institutions; during that period, he led the development of undergraduate and graduate programs in business and homeland security fields of study. He has also served as an evaluator and team leader for the State of Ohio’s Baldrige program, and he has continued to serve as a peer evaluator for the Academic Quality Improvement Program of the Higher Learning Commission (North Central Association of Colleges and Schools).
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