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Mr. Jason A. Junkens currently serves as the Emergency Manager for Northeastern State University in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. He administers an emergency management program for campuses in three different counties and cities.

Mr. Junkens began his career in the Oklahoma Army National Guard, responding to State disasters. Through his time with the National Guard, he gained significant experience and training in planning and operations, including running Tactical Operations Centers. Prior to accepting the Emergency Manager position, Mr. Junkens worked with the United Arab Emirates government in the development of an emergency management academy in that country. He also functioned as Northeastern State University’s Planning Section Chief and a Combat Advisor to the Afghan National Army.

In addition to working in higher education as an Emergency Manager, Mr. Junkens is an adjunct instructor for the Criminal Justice Department, where he teaches homeland security and emergency management courses. In 2014, Mr. Junkens was asked to serve as a member of the Training and Plan Development Working Group for the Regents for Higher Education’s Taskforce on Campus Safety. Additionally, he serves on the Training Committee of the Oklahoma Emergency Management Association and the Instructor Credentialing Program Committee for the Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Junkens received his undergraduate degree in Business Administration from Oklahoma State University, an M.B.A. from the University of Phoenix, and an M.A. in Homeland Security from American Military University. He is also a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) from the International Association of Emergency Managers; a Project Management Professional (PMP) from the Project Management Institute; and he has completed the Emergency Management Institute’s (EMI’s) Master Exercise Practitioner Program (MEP), and the Basic Academy and Advanced Academy of the Emergency Management Professional Program.

Mr. Junkens’ purpose in attending EMI’s Higher Education Symposium is to learn from other institutions that are implementing similar initiatives, thus developing best practices that will benefit all students within the emergency management profession. The intent is an increased engagement between the academic and practitioner communities, thus bridging the gap between theory and practice. Additionally, Mr. Junkens is on the Board of Directors for Epsilon Pi Phi (EPP), the National Honor Society for emergency management, and the Symposium will offer the opportunity to showcase some of the recent changes and promote the inclusion of EPP in academic programs throughout the Nation.
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