TERRENCE B. DOWNES, ESQ.
Executive Director
Program on Homeland Security
Middlesex Community College
Lowell, Massachusetts

downest@middlesex.mass.edu

Mr. Terrence B. (Terry) Downes is Founder and Executive Director of the Program on Homeland Security at Middlesex Community College (MCC) in Massachusetts. With campuses in Lowell and Bedford, MCC enrolls approximately 20,000 students in academic, credit and non-credit, and enrichment courses. The college offers associate degrees in cyber security, criminal justice, and fire protection and safety technology.
The Program began in 2005. It convenes conferences and symposia to address issues and challenges faced by the state and local first responder communities. Forums have included the “CRITICAL INCIDENT RESPONSE: Managing ‘The Golden Hour’”; “First Responder Tactical EMS Rehabilitation”; “City of Lowell Critical Infrastructure Review”; “Upper Merrimack Valley Medical Reserve Corps Annual Training Days”; “Domestic Terrorism; and Opioid/Prescription Drug Abuse”; “IED Awareness Training for EMS, and Pre-Hospital Treatment of IED Blast Patients”; “IED Awareness Training for Police and Fire Personnel”; “Preventing Opioid Overdoses”; “Electronic Credentials Security Initiative: July 4 Celebrations–Boston, 2008 and 2009”; and the MCC/Center for Homeland Defense and Security’s “Greater Lowell Homeland Security Executive Education Seminar.”

A member of the Massachusetts Bar since 1978, Mr. Downes served more than 20 years as a clerk/magistrate in the Massachusetts District Courts; was an adjunct professor at Suffolk University Law School and UMASS-Lowell for 22 years; and is a former Middlesex County Assistant District Attorney. In 2013, he earned certification as a Massachusetts Certified Emergency Manager. He holds a Governor’s appointment as a Trustee of Tewksbury Hospital, a Massachusetts Department of Public Health long-term care and rehabilitation hospital. He is a frequent guest on WBZ Newsradio in Boston and WCAP Radio in Lowell, providing analysis and discussion of news relating to homeland security, emergency management, and major criminal cases.
Of special interest to Mr. Downes are issues relating to rapid integration of multiple agencies to fast-developing public safety emergencies.
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