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Mr. Paul Clinton is a recent graduate of Western Carolina University, located in Cullowhee, North Carolina. While at Western Carolina University, his major and area of study was Emergency and Disaster Management (EDM), and he also has a minor in Criminal Justice (CJ). Mr. Clinton was first notified of the Higher Education Symposium by the Director of the Emergency and Disaster Management Program/Department Professor Carlie Merritt and EDM/CJ Professor Dr. Tom Johnson. This idea immediately struck Mr. Clinton’s interest, and he was eager to learn more. From there, he was asked by both of his superiors if he would be able to represent Western Carolina University and the EDM Department at the Higher Education Symposium in June. He was absolutely honored to be asked to do so, and he took the initiative to work hard along with completing a 23-credit course load to be eligible to graduate this past semester. This has definitely been a testament to time management and has made him a stronger willed student and professional.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The main reason Mr. Clinton wanted to attend the Higher Education Symposium is to further his knowledge in the field of emergency and disaster management and to be able to learn from more experienced individuals. He also wants to show others that Western Carolina University has an amazing Undergraduate EDM Program. Furthermore, this is a great opportunity to surround himself with individuals who are extremely proficient and certified in his field of work and networking is a huge part of this field. Mr. Clinton is currently applying for jobs and looking to pursue his career in the Raleigh, North Carolina, area; he has been referred to the City of Raleigh’s Hiring Manager for the position of Deputy Fire Marshal-New Construction Field Inspector. Lastly, he knows that he will gain valuable knowledge at the Higher Education Symposium, which will not only be beneficial to him now but also in pursuit of his future endeavors as an EDM professional. He is thankful for this humbling opportunity and he looks forward to attending in June.
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