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Dr. Sudha Sudhir Arlikatti is an Associate Professor in Rabdan Academy’s Integrated Emergency Management and Business Continuity Management Programs. For the past 15 years, she has been teaching and conducting disaster research in various international settings. She was a faculty member in the Department of Public Administration at the University of North Texas (UNT) from 2001 to 2015. Before joining academia in the United States, Dr. Arlikatti worked for more than a decade in the private sector as an architectural-planning consultant in Oman and India.

Dr. Arlikatti’s research interests include disaster warning and risk communication in multi-ethnic communities, protective action decision-making, post-disaster sheltering and housing recovery, organizational and community resiliency and sustainable land use planning in national and international settings. She has been funded by the U.S. National Science Foundation, the Texas Department of State Health Services, Dallas Area Habitat for Humanity, and numerous intramural funds from UNT, for her research endeavors.

Dr. Arlikatti’s work has been published in notable international disaster journals including Disasters; Risk Analysis; Natural Hazards Review; Natural Hazards; Journal of Housing and Built Environment; Environment and Behavior; Environmental Management; Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management; and Journal of Emergency Management. Her most recent works examine immediate protective actions after the floods in North India and Thailand, and challenges of response and organizational resiliency to health threats like Ebola in the United States. Dr. Arlikatti currently serves as the vice president (2015–2018) of the Research Committee on the Sociology of Disasters RC39 with the International Sociological Association.

Dr. Arlikatti holds a Ph.D. in Urban and Regional Science with an emphasis in Disaster Planning and Management from Texas A&M University, College Station (United States); a master’s in City Planning from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur (India); and a bachelor’s in Architecture from the University of Pune (India).

Dr. Arlikatti’s interest in the Symposium stems from an eagerness to:
1. Network with noted international scholars who study the social and behavioral aspects of disasters or mass emergencies;
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Learn of the advances in theory development and new research findings in this arena;
3. Learn of the challenges and best practices adopted in other institutions of higher education;
4. Present a panel about her institution’s (Rabdan Academy) flagship program;
5. Investigate the formation of alliances for student and faculty exchanges between her institution in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, and other country institutions.
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