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The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) is hosting the 18th Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium June 6-9, 2016, primarily for representatives of colleges and universities which (1) have an existing hazard, disaster, emergency management (EM) program in place or (2) are attempting to develop and implement a hazard, disaster, or EM program on their campus (e.g., a degree, certificate, minor, or concentration).  The symposium will be held at the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s National Emergency Training Center (NETC) in Emmitsburg, Maryland – about 75 miles northwest of Washington, DC.

Purpose: The primary purpose of the annual Symposium is to encourage and support inter-school dialogue on a variety of issues and problems related to hazard, disaster, and emergency management higher education, as well as to facilitate direct dialogue between the Emergency Management Higher Education Program and representatives of colleges and universities such as those noted above.   
A secondary purpose of the symposium is to provide relevant information to the faculty and administrators of emergency management collegiate programs. This information can be used in the development of new emergency management college courses and programs, or in the modification of existing courses – akin to an “educate the educator” posture.  
Our Theme this year is “Talking about My Generation.”  We will be looking to facilitate discussions, discourse and understanding regarding the variance and similarities of perspectives and behaviors of academics, practitioners and policy makers in emergency management in addition to our traditional program that provides an environment for faculty, students and practitioners to share good practices, current research, theory, curriculum development and advancements in the overall emergency management body of knowledge.
Submission are open to all community members and are accepted only electronically.  The submission form can be found at http://www.training.fema.gov/hiedu/educonference16.aspx and all submissions need to be emailed to Barbara Johnson at Barbara.johnson3@fema.dhs.gov.  Paper and facilitated breakout session abstract (200 words) submissions must arrive by the deadline, February 15, 2016.  No late submissions will be accepted as this year all submission will be subjected to a blind peer review process to fill only 25 1½ - 2 hour session time slots available on the agenda.   Poster session submission must be received by March 31, 2016.  All submissions must be complete to be considered and if a submission is accepted, you are expected to register and attend the symposium.  There is no registration fee for the symposium but you will be responsible for your own travel and meal expenses. There are a limited amount of rooms on campus available at little ($40) or no cost to participants.  If choose to stay off campus you will be solely responsible for your lodging expenses.
Selected paper and facilitated session submissions will be notified by March 10, 2016 of their selection.  Selected submission are encouraged to submit full papers.  Papers may be considered for a special publication and be indexed in the National Emergency Training Center (NETC) Library.  Full papers will be reviewed on the following elements: Clear statement of objective and purpose, described theoretical framework, explanation of methods and techniques, appropriately cited data sources and materials, clear result and/or conclusion and scholarly significant to the study or work of emergency management. 
Selected poster session will be notified by April 15, 2016.  Poster session are intended to combine a graphic display of your material with an opportunity to informally discuss your research with participants.  The poster session will be held Tuesday evening in the campus pub prior to the symposium cook out.  We expect that this space will provide a relaxed environment for participants to roam through the poster area and learn about your work.

All sessions must be designed to be interactive with the participants.  This can be done through activities, providing discussion questions or at minimum ensuring that you providing time for critique, questions and discussion.
If you have any questions regarding the process or expectation please contact Wendy Walsh at wendy.walsh@fema.dhs.gov.   
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