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Proposed Course Title: Disaster Planning and Policies

Course Overview:  Demographic changes, human settlement patterns, land-use decisions, and political and social policy dynamics have increased vulnerability to natural and man-made disasters. Planning and policy processes and interventions can help reduce disaster vulnerabilities and increase resilience at every stage of the disaster management cycle: disaster mitigation, preparation, response, and recovery.

Course Format: 
The course will be divided into four modules relating to planning and policy processes corresponding to these four traditional phases of disaster management. Throughout the semester, particular attention will be paid to how disaster planning and policy efforts can increase and promote resilience and reduce vulnerabilities. This course will be designed to serve as an upper level Bachelor’s degree course and could be easily adapted to the graduate level with the addition of other reading materials, and will be based on a model of 15 three-hour sessions, separated into one session a week for 15 weeks. Alternatively, the course material could be broken up into a twice-a-week or three-times-a-week format if desired. 

Course Textbooks: 

· Waugh, William L. Jr. (2000). Living with Hazards, Dealing with Disasters: An Introduction to Emergency Management. Armonk, New York: M.E. Sharpe.
· Burby, Raymond (1998).  Cooperating with Nature: Confronting natural hazards with land-use planning for sustainable communities.  Joseph Henry Press. 


Additional Reading

Additional reading assignments have been selected from articles and Web Sites.  Where possible, the weblinks to the articles are noted, but they may require permission/access from the instructor’s library/school. 


	
Course Objectives: This course proposes to provide students with the following:  

a) Understanding of the roles of the various phases of disaster management and issues concerning planning and policies in those phases. 
b) Understanding of comprehensive emergency management from a planning and policy  perspective
c) Understanding of the role of federal, state, and local governments in disaster planning and policies.
d) Knowledge of mitigation planning and policy strategies. 
e) Understanding of comprehensive emergency management and related plans 
f) Understanding of factors affecting short and long-term recovery and rebuilding and the role of planners and policy-makers. 
g) Understanding of the factors that give rise to disaster vulnerabilities (e.g. natural, physical, social, economic, policies, and governance). 
h) Understanding of the factors that give rise to differential vulnerabilities and levels of community resilience
i) Knowledge and capabilities to assess and manage these vulnerabilities through disaster planning and policy-making. 
j) Data, methods, tools, and geospatial techniques (including GIS) that can enhance vulnerability assessments and knowledge building.  
k) Competencies to utilize mapping in mitigation planning and response operations


Course Topics:

Module 1: Disaster Mitigation Policies and Planning
· Disaster Policies: History and Institutions
· U.S. Disaster and Emergency Management
· Hazards and Disasters: Range and Scope
· Mitigation Planning and Policy Strategies: Local, State, and Federal Level
· Community Vulnerability Assessments 
Utilizing Mapping in Mitigation Planning 

Module 2: Preparedness and Planning
· Social, Economic, and Political Vulnerabilities
· Community Resilience 
· Comprehensive Emergency Management Plans 
· Communication and Risk Management (Policies and Plans) 

Module 3: Disaster Response: Planning for Response 
· Emergency Operations Planning 
· Supporting Emergency Response Operations using Geospatial Technologies  
· Collaborative Emergency Management 
· Coordination in Response Planning

Module 4:  Disaster Recovery and Rebuilding
· Differential Recovery Rates
· Long-term recovery
· Post-Disaster Recovery Planning
· Post-Disaster Housing Planning
· Building Community Resilience 
· Sustainable Land-Use Practices
· Displacees and Planning in Host Communities
· Planning for Collaborative Governance
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