Catastrophe Readiness and Response: Sample Exam

Session 1: 


1. Place the following into the correct continuum order:

a. disaster → emergency → extinction level event → catastrophe

b. emergency → catastrophe → disaster → extinction level event 

c. emergency → disaster → catastrophe → extinction level event

d. catastrophe → emergency → extinction level event → disaster
2. Which of the following is not true of catastrophes?

a) The effects could impact the population of an entire country or more.

b) They are similar to disasters in most respects other than size or intensity.

c) Local response organizations may not be viable due to losses.

d) News coverage is likely to be national and international.

3. “Hypercomplexity” refers to:

a) The reality that modern societies and their components are interrelated in myriad ways and on every level, thus requiring that preparedness and response to catastrophes be structured in such a way that is flexible enough to engage so many different connections.

b) The relationship between government agencies that are not accustomed to working with each other.

c) The challenge of preparing for so many different kinds of potential catastrophic events.

d) The immense amount of paperwork victims must fill out in order to receive government assistance.

4.  Catastrophes are very unlikely to affect wealthy industrialized countries.

 True



False

5. One of the weaknesses of the command and control all-hazards approach, when considering catastrophe preparedness and response, is:

a) Emergency personnel do not understand their roles in a command and control NIMS-like system.

b) The so-called “common vocabulary” is confusing.

c) Few emergency responders actually complete their NIMS training requirements.

d) Neighboring jurisdictions may have the same NIMS-compliant response structures, but very different actual plans for addressing the same hazard.

6. Which of the following is likely not true of a New Madrid Seismic Zone catastrophe?

a) The economy of the entire country would suffer.

b) Parts of the East Coast would lose oil and natural gas deliveries.
c) State National Guard units would be sufficient to provide for security throughout the region.
d) The need for emergency housing would vastly surpass all supplies available.

Session 2:
1. In terms of basic characteristics, how do catastrophes differ from disasters? (mark all that are correct)


a. They happen so quickly there is no time to respond.


b. Catastrophes require national or even international assistance.

c. Catastrophes stress or overwhelm government leadership at more levels than disasters.

d. Compared to disasters, catastrophes are not amenable to preparedness efforts.

e. The etiology of disasters is typically easier to understand than that of catastrophes.

2. Catastrophes are unpredictable and not amenable to mitigation.


True




      False
3. In order to be considered a catastrophe, an event has to destroy vast amounts of physical infrastructure.


True




      False
4. One of the outcomes of many types of catastrophes might be: (mark one only)


a. Mass population migration


b. Sea level rise


c. Fear of appearing in public gatherings


d. Renewed interest in family fallout shelters

5. A pandemic could be caused by bioterrorism.


True




     False
Session 3:
1. Which of the following statements is false?

a) Hazards trigger (or initiate) the unfolding events called disasters or catastrophes.
b) Hazards are the sole cause of catastrophes.
c) Hazards have been categorized as natural, technological or anthropogenic.
d) A hazard is a process that poses a threat to human life or property.

2. According to the view held by the social vulnerability school, social relationships are to blame for vulnerability. 
True




  False

3. The holistic vulnerability school argues that the social vulnerability school is completely incorrect and is missing the most important variables of the equation. 
True




False
4. Which of the following is a significant feature of the Bureaucratic Model?

a) Bottom-to-top approach

b) Very centralized

c) Very fluid and flexible

d) Assumes the best about human behavior 
5. The overall health of the population contributes to which point of intervention?

a) Mitigation

b) Preparedness

c) Response

d) Recovery

Session 4:

1. Deontological ethics evaluate the morality of the ________

a. Circumstance

b. Action

c. Outcome

d. All of the above 

2. Medical triage can be justified under which of the following moral approaches?

a. The Utilitarian Approach

b. The Rights Approach

c. The Fairness or Justice Approach

d. The Common-Good Approach
e. The Virtue Approach

3. Habeus corpus is a law that allows criminals to be detained by the federal government.

True




False
4. What are the 4 minimal criteria for the Sphere project?
a. ____________________

b. ____________________

c. ____________________

d. ____________________
5. Which of the following is not a principal of journalism?
a. Minimize harm

b. Act independently
c. Be accountable
d. Report the Truth

Session 5:
1)  A state governor may request essential emergency assistance from the president in the form of the US military that is limited to how many days? 
a) 2
b) 10
c) 20
d) 30


2)  The federal government can begin responding to a disaster without a request from the state. True




False
3) In order for regional evacuation plans to flow smoothly, the federal government mandates that the states develop a cooperative plan. 
True




False

4) When requesting major disaster assistance under the Stafford Act, the governor must do all the following EXCEPT
a) Determine the state is unable to deal with the event with its own resources
b) Explain what resources are currently used on a state and local level
c) Activate the national guard units available to him
d) All the above must be done
5) To be guilty of strict liability under the tort law, a person must
a) Have acted with the intent of harm

b) Be guilty of negligence

c) Have known that the action was wrong

d) Have acted in a way that created harmful consequences

Session 6:

1. Potential negative consequences of a disaster do not fall evenly across all groups.
True 




 False 


2. Wealth is always a protecting factor against calamity.
True 




False 


3. Every community is really a set of smaller communities, each with particular issues that make them more or less likely to survive a disaster. 
True 




False 

4. Which of the following approaches treats residents as a heterogeneous population recognizing the differing needs and vulnerabilities of different groups? 

a. The Social Vulnerability Approach

b. Traditional Emergency Management
c. The Elementary Configuration Approach


Questions 5 and 6 are together: 
Q. In a basic “Supply and Demand” graph, what do the x and y coordinates, respectively, represent? 


5. The x coordinate represents: _____________

6. The y coordinate represents: _____________
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7. When disasters make living or working in an area impossible for many, which of the following is most likely to occur? 

a) Voluntary Migration
b) Inflation
c) Involuntary Migration
d) Decrease in employment


8. When is the market price found? Or, how is the market price found on the supply and demand graph? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Session 7a: Logistics
1. Which of the following does not fit with the definition of convergence as used in the study of emergency supply chains?

a. Individuals who come to help and those who return to the area 

b. The influx of people, materiel, and information to sites associated with the disaster response milieu 

c. The adaptive evolution of superficially similar structures

d. Those who hope to exploit the situation to their advantage

2. Help from nearby communities is provided during a:

a. Catastrophe

b. Disaster

3. If local officials are unable to undertake their usual work role (and this extends into the recovery period), is the event more likely a catastrophe or disaster? 

a. Catastrophe

b. Disaster
4. Mass and extended out-migration of residents is more likely to occur in which of the following?

a. Catastrophe

b. Disaster
5. Preexisting memoranda of understanding and interagency agreements are:
a. documents that were present before the current managers began their terms of leadership
b. useful organizing mechanisms to put action plans in place prior to an actual event
c. verbal and mental arrangements between agencies
d. the result of years of debate and discussion
6. Give the correct terms for the following definitions:
a. ______ “the notion of movement toward the disaster-struck area from the outside” 

b. ________ “movement toward specific points within a given disaster-related area or zone” 

Session 7b: 

1. The following definition defines what concept? _________________

“The assets, systems, and networks, so vital to the United States that their incapacitation or destruction would have a debilitating effect on security, national economic security, public health, or safety.” 
2. For which of the following CI sectors is the Department of Homeland Security NOT the sector specific agency?
a. Emergency Services 

b. Government Facilities 

c. Commercial Facilities 

d. Defense Industrial Base
3. What type of catastrophe may not have any physical impact on infrastructure? 
_______________________________________________________________
4. Which of the following CI sectors is NOT one that is immediately necessary for response in a catastrophe: 

a. Agriculture and food (food)
b. Energy (particularly electric power and fuel)
c. Emergency Services 

d. Information technology
e. Transportation systems
5. True/False: All 17 CI sectors identified by HSPD-7 are of equal importance and have no specific priority in restoration efforts. 
True


False
Session 7c:

1. What is the discipline that investigates the causes and pathways of diseases and injuries, as well as their distribution within a population?

a. Public Health

b. Surveillance

c. Epidemiology

d. Etiology

2. _________ is a disease or health condition that has a long-term presence in a population at a relatively stable level. _________ is a disease or health condition that rises above expected levels. ___________ is an outbreak that affects the entire world, or substantial portions of it.
3. Approximately what percent of the population must be immune to a disease for the population to exemplify herd immunity?

a. 50%

b. 65%

c. 80%

d. 95%

4. In which of the following natural catastrophes is traumatic injury least likely?

a. Droughts 

b. Earthquakes
c. Hurricanes 

d. Tsunamis
5. What are the two pre-event health states that are likely to increase susceptibility to disease after the event?

a. __________________

b. __________________

Session 8:
1. Which of the following is not a good example of mass relocation?

a) Irish potato famine 
b) 911 Attack in NYC
c) Dust Bowl of the 1930s
d) Hurricane Katrina

2. What are the 3 major expressions of global climate change that will principally contribute to the forces that uproot people? 

a. _________________________
b. _________________________

c. _________________________

3. Match the following Demographic Movement definitions with the correct terms:

a.  _______- - removal of people from harm’s way. 

b. _______- -purposeful, adaptive or mitigative relocation of people to new sites either voluntarily or involuntarily in varying degrees.

c. _______- - the purposeful involuntary uprooting of people from a home ground 

d. ______- -people move to a new home ground either voluntarily or involuntarily in varying degrees.

e. _______- – escape from a life threatening agent

Terms: 

a. Migration
b. Flight

c. Evacuation

d. Resettlement

e. Displacement

4. Name 3 of the 5 possible continua of relocation 

a. __________________

b. __________________

c. __________________

5. List the 3 forms of stress as presented in session 8.

1.

2.

3.

Session 9:
1. Effective management of mass fatalities requires knowledge and resources for mass graves and cremation.   
True





False
2. Of the following, who would arguably be the best individual to include in a community planning committee?

a. Local priest

b. Local public health official

c. Schoolteacher

d. State governor 
3. Flexibility in an organization should occur on the bottom since those are the people who actually execute each task.  
True




False
4. Which of the following concepts is NOT important to strategic planning?
a. Know the long term goal
b. Identify variables of the situation

c. Let staff pick their own assignments

d. Set short term objectives and timelines

5. One of the major differences between disaster and a catastrophe is that resources may not be available for an extended period of time.  
True




False
Session 10:
1. Which or the following is not a major recovery category mentioned in Section 10?

a. Economic

b. Social

c. Governmental

d. Physical
2. There’s a clear line between the response and recovery phases in a catastrophe.  
True




False
3. Which of the following best explains the difference between Recovery I and Recovery II?
a. Recovery I always precedes Recovery II.
b. Recovery I focuses on homes while Recovery II focuses on infrastructure.
c. Recovery I restores existing structures while Recovery II builds new ones.

d. Recovery I restores only to pre-disaster conditions while Recovery II improves beyond pre-disaster conditions. 
4. Every state agency has specific responsibilities in a disaster. For every tasks listed below write EM if it is the responsibility of State Emergency Management Agency, GO for Governor’s Office, and SL for State Legislature:
____   Overseeing a comprehensive emergency management program
____   Establish evacuation routes
____  The direct liaison to FEMA pre- and post-event, often serving as an intermediary    between local governments and FEMA following a disaster
____ Create and pass state budgets that include funding for emergency management programs. 
____  The coordination of state assets following a disaster
____  Enter into mutual aid agreements with other states

5. _________ integration represents strong ties between local organizations and those located outside the community while _________ integration involves close ties across organizations at the community level.

Session 11:

1. Match the organizations on the right with the type of organization on the left
____  Established




a. School providing shelter

____  Expanding 




b. Fire Department

____  Extending




c. Search & rescue bucket brigades

____  Emergent 




d. American Red Cross 

2. Government’s approach of centralized decision making is ideal for disaster and catastrophe situations. 
True





False
3. Define Incident Management System.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Communication between various response organizations is not important since each organization has its own tasks and roles in disaster response.
True





False

5. What is personal convergence?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Session 12:
1. The following definition of a catastrophe is according to whom?
“…any natural or manmade incident, including terrorism that results in extraordinary levels of mass casualties, damage, or disruption severely affecting the population, infrastructure, environment, economy, national morale, and/or government functions.”
2. True or false:
Multi-jurisdictional scenario-specific catastrophe response planning can significantly decrease the conflicts and inefficiencies that would otherwise exist. True
False
3. _________  planning assumes that response to all disasters is basically the same while _________  planning uses a specific event to establish a framework for modeling disaster effects.
4. Which planning system uses an extensive bottom-up regional focus based on a single scenario? This approach is scientifically sound, focused on capability and required resources, based on collaboration and partnerships and is holistic in nature.
a. IPC

b. CPP

c. Northatlantic Hypercomplexity 
d. CIS

5. Which planning system is best used for terrorism caused disasters?

a. IPC

b. CPP

c. Northatlantic Hypercomplexity 

d. CIS

Session 13:
Match the following terms to their correct definitions:

1. Surveillance

2. Pandemic 

3. Etiology

4. Public health 

5. Epidemiology 

a. The causes and pathway of a disease. 

b. An epidemic that affects the entire world, or substantial portions


c. Use of the sciences of epidemiology, medicine, sociology, microbiology and health education to investigate and protect the health of a population.

d. The discipline within public health that investigates the causes and pathways of diseases and injuries, as well as their distribution within a population.


e. The monitoring of behavior, in this case the behavior (infection pattern) of an infectious disease.

6. Which of the following is not a method of disease control?

a. Social Distancing

b. Racial Profiling

c. Vaccination

d. Quarantine

e. Epidemiologic Investigation
7. Endemic and epidemic infectious diseases are the leading cause of death worldwide.

True





False
8. What pandemic in Europe in the Middle Ages killed as much as 50% of the entire population, and wiped out entire communities?
9. Briefly discuss the approaches of the health sector to decision making and explain why emergency managers may be useful in planning for a pandemic.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Session 14: 

1. The success of individual exercises relies on the execution the following five distinct phases:
______________________

______________________

______________________
______________________
______________________


2.  What are the above 5 phases collectively known as? ____________________________


3. List 2 specific reasons to have exercises.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. Which of the following correctly orders types of planning or training (from least to greatest) in agreement with the crawl-walk-run approach? 

a. Games<Seminars<Full-Scale Exercises
b. Functional Exercises<Workshops<Drills<Tabletops
c. Seminars<Tabletops<Games<Drills
d. Workshops<Drills<Tabletops


5. What component is essential to perform after any kind of exercise or training is done?
_________________________

