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Experience North Dakota State University  

In my short tenure as a Ph.D. student in the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University (NDSU), I have gained valuable knowledge, insight, and experience in the emergency management discipline via educational and real-world instruction, training, and exercise implementation. The faculty has instilled a ‘people centered’ mind-set and has established strong ties in the emergency management community that have increased opportunities for students to participate in federal, state, and local emergency management activities. 

From a sociological perspective, my general coursework has provided well-rounded, holistic views of the four phases and eight principles of emergency management. The program has provided tremendous course flexibility and unwavering personal support in pursuit of my doctoral degree. For example, I expressed academic and career interests in continuity of operations (COOP) and pandemic influenza planning. Through NDSU and the program, I was provided the following opportunities: I received training in WebEOC, Living Disaster Recovery Planning System (LDRPS) and Notifind (Emergency Notification System). I was aided in obtaining positions as a business continuity planner for an international contract research organization and the NDSU COOP team. I attended the North Dakota Department of Emergency Services Private Sector Pandemic Flu Seminar and the Minnesota Governor’s Homeland Security and Emergency Management Conference. I was also involved in writing a COOP plan  for a local public school, an assessment of Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN) Ready Business teaching modules, a media campaign for the Community Preparedness Toolbox, FEMA Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training, and several disaster tabletop exercises. 

The program kept me very busy my first two semesters and the learning will continue into the summer semester. Beginning in May, nine graduate credits are offered this summer in classroom study, field studies, field work (real-time disaster response if a regional disaster occurs) and for distinguished guest lecturer Lucien Canton. In June, a number of graduate students will attend and present at the 11th Annual FEMA EMI Emergency Management Higher Education Conference. After the conference, an NDSU team will facilitate a functional state level exercise in partnership with local and state emergency management. In July, the NDSU campus will be the site of a full-scale Homeland Security exercise; students in the program will serve as exercise evaluators. Did I mention that this was only my first year at NDSU?

The NDSU Emergency Management Program is dedicated to providing students with a solid theoretical and methodological background in emergency management and facilitating real-world opportunities and experiences through student participation in field training and exercises, internships, fieldwork, professional organizations and professional conferences. The program faculty has extended the curriculum beyond the classroom and the students have benefited greatly from the academic and practitioner-friendly approaches.   NDSU is a great place to be!
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