Missouri State University – Public Safety Cognate within the Master of Public Administration Program 
Missouri State University is offering a Public Safety Cognate within the Master of Public Administration Program.  The program provides students with an overview of public safety and the managerial challenges of providing these services.  The program has two required courses and a list of electives so the student can tailor it to their interests and occupational needs.  The program is designed for students that are interested in this area of government service or are public safety practitioners who are looking to move into a managerial position and broaden their knowledge about the variety of public safety services. 

Degree Requirements: Total 39 Hours  

 

I. Required Core Courses: Total 21 hours 

·   Policy Analysis 

·   Quantitative Methods for Political Science and Public Policy 

·   Public Personnel Management 

·   Management Techniques and Organizational Behavior 

·   Ethics and Leadership in the Public Sector  

·   Financial Management in State and Local Government 

·   Seminar in Public Administration 

 

II. Cognate Field:  Public Safety (9-18 hours) 
Required Courses: 

·   Introduction to Emergency Services 
·   Hazard Analysis, Mitigation and Preparedness 
Elective Courses: 

· Topics Seminar in Public Policy and Administration (when appropriate topic is offered) 

· Examples: 
Disaster Response Operations 

· Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Services 

· Information Technology in Public Safety 

· Multi-disciplinary Approaches to Homeland Defense and Security 

· Strategic Planning/Organizational Imperative in Homeland Defense and Security 

· The Foundations of Homeland Defense and Security 

· Epidemiology 

· Management of Nonprofit Organizations
 

III. Research Options: 6 Hours

·   Non-Thesis Option: Complete required core courses and up to 18 hours of courses in student's chosen area of concentration.

·   Thesis Option: Complete required core courses, PLS 799 Thesis (6 hours), and up to 12 hours of courses in student's chosen area of concentration. Comprehensive examination is not required. 

 

IV. Internship: 3 Hours

·   In-Service Training in Public Administration (3 hours) 

      Note: An internship may be waived for those students who are deemed to have sufficient work experience in the public sector by the MPA Director. For procedure see the MPA Handbook.

 

V. Comprehensive Examination
      All students selecting non-thesis option are required to take a comprehensive examination covering the core curriculum the semester they plan to graduate.
Missouri State University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools
For more information:  

Contact: David E.A. Johnson, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Department of Political Science

Missouri State University

901 South National Avenue

Springfield, Missouri 65897

Ph: (417) 836-6956

Fax (417) 836-6655

DavidEAJohnson@missouristate.edu  
Additional Information:  http://polsci.missouristate.edu/MPA/MPA.htm 

Additional Phone: 
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