State University of New York at New Paltz: Certificate of Achievement in Disaster Mental Health

SUNY at New Paltz is offering a Certificate of Achievement in Disaster Mental Health.  This program grants a Certificate of Achievement in Disaster Mental Health for advanced counseling interns and mental health professionals. Participants take a graduate-level Disaster Mental Health class and seven American Red Cross training courses, and complete at least 20 hours in volunteer services in disaster preparedness, such as teaching Red Cross courses, serving on Disaster Action Teams, or assisting at shelters, family services centers, or memorial services. This certificate will enable them to respond to local, regional and national disasters as credentialed Disaster Mental Health workers.  The program is intended for graduate student counseling interns and mental health professionals.

Requirements to complete program:


• Disaster Mental Health course (3 credits, graduate level)


• American Red Cross training courses in disaster response:



a. Fulfilling Our Mission



b. Psychological First Aid



c. Mass Care



d. First Aid



e. CPR



f. Foundations of Disaster Mental Health



g. Client Services (recommended)

• 20 hours performed in volunteer services in disaster preparedness, response and recovery. At least one disaster response is required for the certificate. Efforts could be devoted to “Preparedness” such as teaching Red Cross courses and/or direct service such as serving on Disaster Action Teams, at shelters, memorials or family service centers.

SUNY New Paltz is fully accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and is approved as a degree-granting institution by the Trustees of the State University of New York and the Regents of New York State. 

For more information:

Contact: Karla Vermeulen, Coordinator

Institute for Disaster Mental Health

State University of New York at New Paltz

600 Hawk Drive

New Paltz, NY 12561

Phone: (845)-257-3477

Fax: (845)-257-3474

E-mail: vermeulk@newpaltz.edu 

Additional Information: www.newpaltz.edu/idmh/programs.html 
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