Saint Louis University – Master of Science in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness, Master of Public Health (MPH) in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness, Graduate Certificate in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness, and Doctoral Program in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness
Saint Louis University, College for Public Health and Social Justice, Institute for offers advanced degrees in Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness. The Master of Science degree and the Certificate in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness may both be completed via online distance learning technology. The Institute's Master of Public Health degree in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness can be completed as a hybrid program, with both distance-based Biosecurity courses and traditional on-site classes.

The programs are designed for public health officials, physicians, physician assistants, nurses, veterinarians, emergency management professionals, corporate security and health personnel, law enforcement, and related professionals and those individuals interested in the field of public health and homeland security. The distance learning format of the program emphasizes critical thinking and permits the adult learner to customize the length of the program to suit individual needs.  

The Master of Science (MS) degree program at the Institute for Biosecurity offers three concentrations: Management & Response, Infection Prevention and Medical & Public Health Intelligence. 
1. The Management & Response concentration (42 credit hours) is designed for students pursuing careers where management and response skills for any disaster, including but not limited to infectious disease outbreaks are important. Graduates may find employment in public health offices at local or federal levels, or in private industry. 

2. The Infection Prevention concentration (45 credit hours) focuses on disease outbreak detection and management, and graduates can anticipate working closely with epidemiologists to identify and contain such outbreaks within healthcare settings or in a community. 

3. Finally, the Medical & Public Health Intelligence concentration (45 credit hours) will train analysts who can anticipate risks of and investigate disease outbreaks in both human and animal populations, determine their origins and paths of spread and proactively assess potential impact on businesses or communities. 

Student wishing to pursue the Master of Public Health (MPH) degree may choose the single concentration in Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness, or they may choose one of two joint programs: the joint MPH in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness and Epidemiology (54 credit hours), or the joint Environmental & Occupational Health and Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness MPH (also 54 credit hours).
A Master of Public Health (MPH) enables students to become leaders in the diverse areas of public health practice, and offers broad-based education in all of the public health core disciplines. A required internship gives students the practical skills needed for a public health career in the field of biosecurity and disaster preparedness.

The Graduate Certificate is comprised of five core courses listed below within the Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness curriculum. Students completing the certificate program can apply the credits earned toward completion of the Master of Science degree. 
Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness Course offerings (all courses earn 3 credit hours):
	BSDP-5100
	Public Health and Disasters

	BSDP-5101
	Fundamentals of Disaster Planning

	BSDP-5102
	Introduction to Biostatistics & Decision Analysis

	BSDP-5103
	Communicable Diseases & Infection Control

	BSDP-5104
	Public Health Ecology

	BSDP-5105 
	Medical and Public Health Intelligence

	BSDP-5106
	Disaster Communications & Media Relations

	BSDP-5200
	Writing for Intelligence

	BSDP-5201
	Terrorist Organizations & Their Motivations

	BSDP-5203
	Disaster Planning For Infectious Disease Disasters

	BSDP-5204
	Epidemiological Methods & Infectious Disease Surveillance

	BSDP-5205
	Behavioral and Cultural Implications of Disasters

	BSDP-5206
	Disaster Management & Risk Analysis

	BSDP-5207
	Legal and Ethical Implications of Disasters

	BSDP-5208
	Facing the Challenges of International Bioterrorism

	BSDP-5209
	Emerging Infections: Epidemiology and Public Health Importance

	BSDP-5210
	Preparing for Disasters - Resilience and Stress Response

	BSDP-5211
	Business Continuity Management and Pandemic Planning

	BSDP-5300
	Epidemics & Other Disasters

	BSDP-5960
	Biosecurity Capstone


       

The Institute's PhD program in Biosecurity & Disaster Preparedness provides students the mentoring and rigorous academic background required for leadership and research positions for biosecurity professionals, such as emergency management, homeland security, epidemiology, communicable disease management and disaster/pandemic planning. Though the program includes online coursework, it also requires a minimum of 1-2 years of full-time in-person residency at Saint Louis University. It allows students to study and work side-by-side with nationally known educators and researchers who serve as mentors. Graduates can look forward to positions as faculty members, with federal agencies, and within the private health care sector.

Saint Louis University and the College for Public Health and Social Justice are granted accreditation from the Accrediting Commission on Education for Health Services Administration and the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.

The College for Public Health and Social Justice is an integral part of Saint Louis University, a leading Jesuit, and Catholic research institution. The College for Public Health and Social Justice is one of only 49 fully accredited schools of public health in the nation, and the only school of public health in the United States sponsored by a Catholic college or university. 
For more information:

Contact: Larry Bommarito

Program Manager

Institute for Biosecurity 

Saint Louis University 

3545 Lafayette Ave, Suite 400 

St. Louis, MO 63104

Phone: (314) 977-8135
Email: bommarlg@slu.edu 

 

Additional Information: http://biosecurity.slu.edu 
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