Canadian Mennonite University – Concentration in Disaster Recovery Studies within a Social Science Major 
Canadian Mennonite University is introducing in September 2008 a new program in Disaster Recovery Studies. Through a partnership with Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS), a faith-based agency with more than 50 years of experience responding to disasters, CMU has developed a program that focuses on the recovery phase of disaster management. The emphasis of CMU’s program is on the medium- to long-term phases of personal and community rebuilding following disasters. A key part of the program is a series of two terms of field work with MDS, fulfilling CMU’s practicum requirement. Through these two work terms of 8-10 weeks, students will receive hands-on and leadership experience in the rebuilding of disaster-affected, often vulnerable communities. 

The Disaster Recovery Studies program is a concentration of 18 credit hours within a 3-year or 4-year major in Social Science, plus 6 credit hours of Practicum in disaster recovery. The program can also be taken as a minor alongside another major, for example, International Development Studies, Psychology, or History. Besides specialized courses in Disaster Recovery Studies, students will take relevant courses in business and management, social service, communications, social psychology, conflict transformation studies, or international development studies.

Program Requirements for the Minor in Disaster Recovery Studies (18 credit hours of course work plus 6 credit hours of Practicum)

Required Courses (9 credit hours):

Disaster, Vulnerability and Recovery (3 credit hours)

Disaster Recovery Practice (3 credit hours) 

Case Studies in Disaster Recovery (3 credit hours)

Elective Courses (9 credit hours minimum from the following list):

30.310/3 Participatory Local Development

30.200/3 The Project Cycle

30.230/3 Crisis, Humanitarian Aid, and Development

41.211/3 Social Relationships and Behaviour

42.202/3 Communities and Organizations

42.200/3 Social Welfare

44.202/3 Organizational Behaviour

44.203/3 Management and Organizational Theory

44/41.300/3 Organizational Leadership

Practicum Requirement in Disaster Recovery (6 credit hours, fulfilling the Practicum requirement in the CMU Core Curriculum):

Practicum I in Disaster Recovery (3 credit hours)

Practicum II in Disaster Recovery (3 credit hours)

Program Requirements for the Concentration in Disaster Recovery Studies within the Social Science Major, Four-year B.A.

Core Curriculum Requirements

Biblical and Theological Studies—18 credit hours

Integrative Studies—6 credit hours

Humanities—6 credit hours

Social Science—6 credit hours

Science—6 credit hours

Practicum—6 credit hours (see above, included in the requirements for the minor)

Anabaptist studies requirement—either include one of 10.254, 10.256, 10.351, 10.377, 10.450 within the BTS requirement, or include one of 61.208, 61.209 within the humanities requirement.

Academic writing requirement

Major and concentration requirements:

A minimum of 48 credit hours

A minimum of 30 credit hours at the 200-level or above, including 12 credit hours at the
 300-level or above

Twelve credit hours selected from:

41.100/6 Introduction to Psychology

20.110/6 Introduction to Peace and Conflict Transformation Studies

30.110/6 Introduction to International Development Studies

31.100/6 Introduction to Political Studies

42.100/6 Introduction to Sociology

A concentration of 18 credit hours in Disaster Recovery Studies (see above, in the
 requirements for the minor)

Social Science Electives-18 credit hours 

Recommended courses include:

41/42.270/3 Interpersonal Communication

41.240/3 Counselling Theories

41.241/3 Counselling Techniques

41.210/3 Social Cognition and Influence

40.337/3 Pastoral Care and Counselling

31.220/3 Human Rights and Dignity

Additional notes regarding the major and concentration:

1.  Social Science electives include all courses that CMU offers in the fields of Economics, Geography, International Development Studies, History, Peace and Conflict Transformation Studies, Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology, with the exception of senior seminars, thesis courses, and independent readings courses. 

2.  Students who choose this major and concentration must complete the practicum relevant to Disaster Recovery.

Program Requirements for the Concentration in Disaster Recovery Studies within the Social Science Major, Three-year B.A.

Core Curriculum Requirements
Biblical and Theological Studies—18 credit hours
Integrative Studies—6 credit hours

Humanities—6 credit hours

Social Science—6 credit hours

Science—6 credit hours

Practicum—6 credit hours (see above, included in the requirements for the minor)

Anabaptist studies requirement—either include one of 10.254, 10.256, 10.351, 10.377, 10.450 within the BTS requirement, or include one of 61.208, 61.209 within the humanities requirement.
Academic writing requirement
Major and concentration requirements:
A minimum of 36 credit hours
A minimum of 18 credit hours at the 200-level or above, including 6 credit hours at the 300-level or above

Twelve credit hours selected from:

41.100/6 Introduction to Psychology

20.110/6 Introduction to Peace and Conflict Transformation Studies

30.110/6 Introduction to International Development Studies

31.100/6 Introduction to Political Studies

42.100/6 Introduction to Sociology

A concentration of 18 credit hours in Disaster Recovery Studies (see above, in the requirements for the minor)

Social Science Electives-6 credit hours 
Additional notes regarding the major and concentration: 
1.  Social Science electives include all courses that CMU offers in the fields of Economics, Geography, International Development Studies, History, Peace and Conflict Transformation Studies, Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology, with the exception of senior seminars, thesis courses, and independent readings courses. 

2.  Students who choose this major and concentration must complete the practicum relevant to Disaster Recovery.

For more information: 

Contact: Dr. Wesley Toews

Registrar and Assistant Dean 

Canadian Mennonite University 

500 Shaftesbury Blvd

Winnipeg, MB R3P 2N2 CANADA 

Ph: 204-487-3300, ext 325

Fax: 204-487-3858

Email: wtoews@cmu.ca 

Additional Information: www.cmu.ca 

Additional Phone: 
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