University of Puerto Rico, School of Law – Center for the Study of Disaster Law and Policy Center - Courses
The University of Puerto Rico, with its unique combination of expertise, has a tremendous opportunity to succeed in forming a core national center of Excellence in Puerto Rico in this quickly emerging field. The University of Puerto Rico’s School of Law has established a network of resources beyond those available in the University’s eleven (11)-campus system that includes School’s of Law in the West Indies, United States, Belgium, Canada Spain, South America and Central America. 

The school of Law is at the forefront of articulating knowledge and understanding into the field of natural disaster advance planning and mitigation.  The purpose of this Center of Excellence is to promote the study of the current scattered legal frameworks used in the past to handle natural disasters with the expectation of developing a truly integrated framework upon which the legislative, executive, and judicial powers of the government can best be handled. 

Legal Structure of the CSDLP

The Center is a nonpartisan, not-for-profit corporation organized under the laws of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as a tax-exempt organization under section 501©(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended to provide educational activities. The School of Law is part of the Rio Piedras Campus of the University of Puerto Rico, which was incorporated in 1903 as an independent public corporation that is funded by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico through a formula which represents about 10 percent of the funds collected in its General Fund. As of August 2011 enrollment of undergraduate, graduate, and professional school students at the University will be approximately 52,000, making it the largest Latino University in the United States higher education system. 

Vision, goals and objectives 

The Center’s vision is to build a multi-disciplinary, multi-sectoral network of researchers at the University of Puerto Rico and other Caribbean, United States and International academic Institutions, with close links to federal, regional, and municipal government policy makers and practitioners to enhance Puerto Rico’s and Caribbean countries’ capacity in Natural Disaster Management while improving the security and social well being of all citizens in the Region.  

Objective 1: Conducts timely, focused and comprehensive research in areas related to Disaster Law in the legal, regulatory, and justice sectors.  

Objective 2:  Contributes to existing jurisprudence and scholarship on Disaster legal issues, and to serve as a conduit for the global exchange of ideas, best practices and lessons learned.

Objective 3:  Produces a variety of Disaster legal resources covering interdisciplinary thematic and regional issues including a book series, country studies, research reports, policy papers, and training handbooks. 
Objective 4: Serves as a conduit for independent research initiatives in cooperation and collaboration for these publications is conducted independently with international and national partner organizations.

Objective 5: Organizes graduate and post-graduate certificate and degree programs, workshops and conferences to promote knowledge sharing and facilitate learning among legal, public policy, disaster managers at the municipal level, and wider humanitarian communities.

Objective 6: Prepares lawyers specialized in the different areas of this new field to support individuals, governments, groups and NGO’s in making conventions texts and legislation viable and executable at both domestic and international forums.

List of Courses offered by Center Affiliates:

The courses are divided into four broad categories: (1) International collaboration, (2) Social justice, (3) compensation and insurance and (4) prevention and response.  The courses are three credits unless otherwise indicated. 

Law and Natural Disaster 

Humanitarian Interventions Law

Microfinance Law

Protection Law

Construction Law

Risk Insurance Law

Environmental Law 

International Disaster Response Law
The University of Puerto Rico is a land-grant institution accredited by the Middle States Association. The American Bar Association has accredited the School of Law since 1939.
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