University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill – Certificate Program in Community Preparedness and Disaster Management 

The Department of Health Policy and Management in the Gillings School of Global Public Health at UNC-Chapel Hill offers the Certificate Program in Community Preparedness and Disaster Management, which provides community leaders in public health, health services, fire, law enforcement, military, veterinary services, emergency medical services, and emergency management with the opportunity to enhance their knowledge of management systems used to prepare for, and to respond to, natural and man-made disasters, including terrorism. Three courses are offered during the year covering the administrative structures of disaster management at the federal, state, and local levels; methods to plan for and to analyze disasters; and planning and implementation of disaster management programs. These graduate-level courses provide an overview of the entire disaster management system and will focus on specific issues that identify the strengths and weaknesses of the current system. Two major goals of the courses are to engage students’ creative processes to facilitate the development and refinement of systems that will work in the community, and to help develop a common conceptual understanding of the issues facing disaster management in order to produce a more coordinated, regional response to an event. Students learn by participating and doing rather than by memorizing.

During the year, students spend a total of four days on campus at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. At the beginning of the program students attend a two day orientation that includes introductory seminars and training in the technology used in the program. Time on campus is minimal because program software has the capability of conducting class meetings on line. At the end of the program, students return to campus for their capstone exercise and to graduate.

Courses are not training workshops designed to teach first responder skills.  Instead, they are graduate-level learning sessions designed to provide a better understanding of administrative processes and issues surrounding disaster management best practices.  A large, systems viewpoint is presented with facilitated discussion to allow students to seek ways to develop or to improve processes in their communities. 

The curriculum for the Community Preparedness and Disaster Management Certificate Program consist of three courses – each taking 16 weeks to complete and comprising a total of 9 credits hours. The courses include:

	HPM 420
	Community and Public Health Security—Disasters, Terrorism, and Emergency Management Systems

	
	· Module 1 – Local Organizations: First Response/State Organization: The Emergency Management System

· Module 2 – National Organization: Homeland Defense, FEMA, Federal Structures and the CDC/Health Care Systems in disasters, SNS Overview

· Module 3 – Manmade Disasters – Terrorism/Natural Disasters

· Module 4 – Leadership

· Cross Courses: 9/11 After Action Review and 9/11 Commission Report/Local Emergency Management System Assessment

	HPM 422
	Emergency Management I—Analytic Methods

	
	· Module 1 – Hospital and Syndromic Surveillance Systems/Environmental Health Surveillance

· Module 2 – Program Evaluation Methods/Cost Benefit Analysis

· Module 3 – Emergency Management Law and Liability/Disaster Response Ethics

· Module 4 – Political Savvy and HR Responsibilities

· Cross Course: Disease Outbreak Investigations – Food Borne Outbreak

	HPM 423
	Emergency Management II—Disaster Management

	
	· Module 1 – Evacuation Decisions/Crisis Communication

· Module 2 – Military’s Role in Disaster Management/Volunteer Organizations (VOAD)

· Module 3 – Issues in Recovery – Issues in Mitigation

· Module 4 – Reputation Management and Personal Branding

· Cross Course: Exercise Design


The University of North Carolina is granted accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).  The Gillings School of Global Public Health is granted accreditation by the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH).  The Department of Health Policy and Management is granted accreditation by The Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Management Education (CAHME).  For more information:

For more information:

Contact:  Kim Sieler, Program Coordinator 

Program in Community Preparedness and Disaster Management

Gillings School of Global Public Health

UNC-Chapel Hill

CB 7411, 120 Rosenau Hall

Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7411

Phone: (919) 966-7364

Fax: (919) 843-4980

Email: krsieler@email.unc.edu
Additional Information: http://www.disastercertificate.org
Additional Phone: (919) 966-4228
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