University of New Orleans – Graduate Certificate in Hazard Policy Studies
The University of New Orleans, College of Liberal Arts, offers a graduate certificate in the Department of Political Science.  This graduate certificate program, consisting of three courses focuses on the evolution of U.S. disaster policy and the practice of emergency management, with particular attention to the roles of local governments and nonprofit agencies in disaster management. The graduate certificate program examines the major policy issues, including the utility of the “all-hazard” or comprehensive model of emergency management, the role of the military in disaster operations, state and local capacity building, and the design and implementation of hazard mitigation policies and programs.  Lessons are drawn from the special problems presented by hazards ranging from critical infrastructure protection to biological terrorism. The graduate certificate is aimed at fulltime and non-degree seeking students and public managers who want to broaden their knowledge and skills on the principles and fundamentals of hazard policy without pursuing a full degree program.

Certification requires completion of three courses, including a required course in U.S. Disaster Policy and Administration, which will instruct students on U.S. disaster policy, the roles of various levels of government and agencies in a disaster and resources that professionals can expect and obtain from government at the local, state and federal levels.

Professionals pursuing the certificate in hazard policy studies will also choose two of three additional courses in planning for hazards, the sociology of disasters and the fundamentals of mapping and Geographical Information Systems (GIS). A geographic information system (GIS) integrates hardware, software and data for capturing, managing, analyzing and displaying all forms of geographically referenced information. GIS allows hazard planners, policy makers and other professionals to view, understand, question, interpret and visualize data in ways that reveal relationships, patterns and trends through maps, globes, reports and charts.

The University of New Orleans is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).  

For more information:

Contact: Dr. John J. Kiefer

Professor and Director, Master of Public Administration Program

Department of Political Science

University of New Orleans

 254 Milneburg Hall, 2000 Lakeshore Drive
New Orleans, LA 70148

Phone: (504) 280-3842
Fax: (504) 280-3838
Email: JKiefer@UNO.edu 

Additional information: http://poli.uno.edu/MPA/
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