University of Nevada at Las Vegas – Executive Master of Science in Crisis and Emergency Management Program 
  
The University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) School of Environmental and Public Affairs offers the Executive Masters of Science Degree in Crisis and Emergency Management (ECEM) with classes taught on-line and face-to-face.  After successfully completing the ECEM degree program, students will be equipped with the knowledge and ability to apply important competencies in crisis and emergency management.  These competencies include understanding the complexity of the comprehensive emergency management framework; how leadership and teamwork enable effective emergency management; how management, networking, and coordination are put into action during emergency management incidents; the intergovernmental context of emergency management; how technical systems and standards apply to emergency management; how community preparedness must address and encompass social vulnerability and community capacity; how learning from past incidents and observing and evaluating planned exercises can help prepare leaders and organizations for future disasters; and how all of the knowledge gained throughout the ECEM degree program can be put together to design an exercise or an organizational response plan that is directly relevant and applicable to the student’s community or organization. Students will also leave the degree with an electronic portfolio of products that they have personally developed which they will be able to share with current and future employers as well as other professionals in the field.
  
Mission
To provide a well-rounded graduate learning experience to current and future crisis and emergency management leaders for effectively addressing natural, intentional, and technical disasters. 
  
Learning Outcomes
1. Internalize comprehensive emergency management professional values and business practices, differentiate definitions of disasters, critique commonly held myths about disasters and understand the evolution of disaster policy and the practice of emergency management

2. Recognize the major elements of natural, intentional, and technical disasters and the scientific principles that explain, measure and define them as well as being able to clearly articulate how to plan for, prevent, respond to and recover from them using effective verbal and written communication 

3. Understand the evolution of terrorism and the underlying social, political, and economic causes for terrorism

4. Understand the authority and responsibility of the three levels of government dealing with natural, intentional, and technical disasters and the legislation, regulations, directives, policies and industry codes of practice that apply

5. Understand how to identify, monitor and mitigate hazards by first determining the vulnerability of people, property and specific entities to those hazards using quantitative and qualitative methods and then integrating those concepts into mitigation through strategies that reduce short and long term vulnerability  

6. Analyze leadership and organizational theory in the context of emergency management and be able to differentiate between individual and organizational leadership and decision-making styles as well as how to coordinate actions with appropriate internal or external stakeholders

7. Explain social vulnerability and the principles involved in building community resilience using  effective crisis communication and public information procedures to gather, monitor and disseminate information while maintaining a central contact 

8. Comprehend the human side of emergencies by analyzing psychological, economic and sociological impacts associated with different disasters and how they differ based on gender, functional need, age, religion, region, educational level, socio-economic status and then affect the public reaction and response to different disaster events

9. Understand how to develop and implement a systematic approach to exercise development, evaluation and post-exercise evaluation of exercise design elements and organizational response plan fundamentals as well as maintaining and updating training, testing and exercising to ensure that plans remain operable and current. 

10. Distinguish the principles behind effective approaches for prevention, planning, risk, mitigation, response, and recovery strategies and efforts as well as incident management to protect people (including those with specials needs), property operations, the environment and incident stabilization.

11. Demonstrate an understanding of comprehensive emergency management fundamentals for application to real-world events and how to identify, develop and manage resources like Mutual Aid Agreements as well as how to develop, coordinate and implement operational procedures to support the program and execute the plan.

 
Intended Audience
The program is designed for working professionals and is intended for incident response managers and first responders or policy makers at the federal, state, and local levels of government as well as individuals who want to start working in the field.  Public and private sector candidates should have a background in incident response or be interested in a career requiring significant responsibility and government interface in this arena. 
  
Cohort Study
Students enter the program and are expected to complete the program as a cohort.  Cohorts begin in July of each year.  Cohort composition provides a cross-section of professionals with the capability to provide unique perspectives to the learning experience so as to benefit the entire cohort. 
  
Learning Format
The ECEM degree program is approximately twenty-four months in duration and requires the successful completion of twelve, three credit courses for a total of thirty-six credit hours. To achieve this degree, the program is organized into four modules of study, with each module consisting of three courses.  Each module will encompass six months of course instruction.  During each six month module, students will be required to attend an on-campus weekend session.  Each on-campus session will be scheduled for Friday morning through Sunday evening. Course assignments in the curriculum are designed to provide students with opportunities to demonstrate mastery in emergency management and homeland security. Students will be required to compile a set of materials in an electronic portfolio that summarizes and displays individual mastery of the degree’s learning outcomes module by module. Reliable access to a computer and to WebCampus is required for successful completion of the program.
 
Required Courses
Students must complete all of the courses below to be eligible for graduation.  No course substitutions or previously completed academic courses will be accepted. 
Module 1:
ECEM 711 Crises and Emergency Management
ECEM 712 Science of Catastrophes
ECEM 713 Evolution of Terrorism
 
Module 2:
ECEM 714 Intergovernmental Affairs
ECEM 721 Organizational Leadership
ECEM 722 Community Preparedness
 
Module 3:
ECEM 723 Human Considerations
ECEM 724 Exercise Design and Response Plan
ECEM 731 Risk and Mitigation
 
Module 4:
ECEM 732 Prevention and Planning
ECEM 733 Response and Recovery
ECEM 734 Concept Implementation
  
All programs at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas are accredited by the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges. 

For more information:
 
Contact: Christine Gibbs Springer, Ph.D.
Director – Masters of Science Degree in ECEM
University of Nevada at Las Vegas
4505 Maryland Parkway, Box 454030
Las Vegas, NV 89154-4030
Phone: (702) 895-4835
Cell: (702) 497-1216
Fax: (702) 895-4436
Email: Christine.springer@unlv.edu
 
OR
 
Robert White
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
            4505 Maryland Parkway, Box 454030
Las Vegas, NV 89154-4030
Phone: (702) 895-2640 
Fax: (702) 895-4436 
Email: Robert.White@unlv.edu
 
Additional Information: http://sepa.unlv.edu/programs/ecem.html
  
Main Office Phone: (702) 895-4440 
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