University of Delaware – MS in Disaster Science and Management 

The M.S. in Disaster Science and Management program at the University of Delaware approaches disasters from an interdisciplinary point of view. The program emphasizes theories, research methodologies, and policies related to emergency preparedness, mitigation, management and response. Two options are offered – a non-thesis MS and an MS with thesis. The non-thesis MS is considered to be a terminal degree. Students interested in research or continuing for a PhD should consider the thesis option.

Curriculum and Requirements

Non-Thesis Option

The Master of Science in Disaster Science and Management (non-thesis option) requires 30 credits including 24 credits of graduate level coursework, 4 semesters of seminar (2 semesters at 1 credit per semester and 2 semesters as a listener), and 4 credits of practicum. The 24 credits of coursework for the Master of Science in Disaster Science and Management are specified in the student’s plan of study and must include the following:

· Three core courses (9 credits):
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credits

	DISA 650
	Overview of Disaster Science and Management
	3

	DISA 651
	International Aspects of Disasters/Development/Comparative
	3

	DISA 670
	Issues in Disaster Response
	3


· Research/Methods/Analysis Course (3 credits):
	UAPP 808
	Qualitative methods for Program Evaluation, or
	3

	EDUC 665
	Elementary Statistics
	3


· Public Policy and Organizational Decision-Making (3 credits):
	UAPP 819
	Management Decision Making for Public and Non-Profit Sectors, or
	3

	MAST 663
	Decision Tools for Policy Analysis
	3


· Seminars (2 credits):
	DISA 680
	Disaster Science and Management Seminar
	1

	Taken two semesters for credit, additional semesters taken as a listener


· Internship (4 credits):
	DISA 867
	Practicum
	3

	A one credit course in the spring semester is followed by a 3 credit summer internship. Students could do internships with DEMA, FEMA, other DHS Offices, United Nations, USAID, etc. Study abroad is also strongly encouraged.


· Elective Courses (9 credits).

 

Thesis Option

The Master of Science in Disaster Science and Management (thesis option) requires 30 credits including 24 credits of graduate level coursework, 4 semesters of seminar (2 semesters at 1 credit per semester and 2 semesters as a listener), 1 credit of practicum, and 6 credits of thesis. The 24 credits of coursework for the Master of Science in Disaster Science and Management are specified in the student’s plan of study and must include the following:

· Three core courses (9 credits):
	DISA 650
	Overview of Disaster Science and Management
	3

	DISA 651
	International Aspects of Disasters/Development/Comparative Analysis
	3

	DISA 670
	Issues in Disaster Response
	3


· Research/Methods/Analysis Courses (6 credits):
	EDUC 665
	Elementary Statistics, or (if appropriate)
	3

	UAPP 815
	Public Management Statistics
	3

	UAPP 808
	Qualitative Methods for Program Evaluation
	3


· Public Policy and Organizational Decision-Making (3 credits):
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credits

	UAPP 698
	Management Decision Making for Public and Non-Profit Sectors, or
	3

	MAST 663
	Decision Tools for Policy Analysis
	3


· Seminars (2 credits):
	DISA 680
	Disaster Science and Management Seminar
	1

	Taken four semesters – two semesters for credit, two semesters as a listener


· Internship (1 credit):
	DISA 857
	Practicum
	1

	Spring course is followed by an optional summer internship (no credit). Students could do internships with DEMA, FEMA, other DHS Offices, United Nations, USAID, etc. The practicum can also be substituted by a research project at DRC. Study abroad is also strongly encouraged.


· Thesis (6 credits)
· Elective Courses (3 credits).

The University of Delaware is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher

Education. 

For more information:

 

Contact: Professor Sue McNeil

Director, Disaster Research Center

University of Delaware

166 Graham Hall

Newark DE 19713

Phone: 302-831-6578
Email: smcneil@udel.edu
Additional Information: http://www.suapp.udel.edu/content/ms-disaster-science-and-management
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