Nova Southeastern University – Master of Science degree in Disaster and Emergency Preparedness
Nova Southeastern University is offering a Master of Science degree in Disaster and Emergency Preparedness - the only such interdisciplinary graduate-level program of its kind in Florida, and the only emergency preparedness degree in the nation offering a track in maritime disaster preparedness. The program is designed to provide students with the requisite theoretical knowledge and applied skills needed to work in the rapidly growing field of emergency and disaster preparedness. The degree will allow students from a variety of disciplines to specialize in one of four tracks offered: maritime safety and security, cyber security, law enforcement/criminal justice, and public health. According to a 2009 report from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, jobs for professionals in emergency preparedness rose 20% from 2004 with a prediction for continued growth for years to come. Graduates with an M.S. in Disaster and Emergency Preparedness will be able to enter the public and private sectors to help create an environment in which a proactive approach to all-hazards preparedness is the standard.  This innovative online degree requires that students also integrate a community research practicum at the local, state, federal, or international level is required to provide applied, practical experience. Students will complete the thirty-six credit hour program that includes core courses, research and electives courses, and a specialty track if chosen. 
Nova Southeastern University Master of Science degree in Disaster and Emergency Preparedness curriculum: 
Core Courses – 15 credit hours  

Students visit on campus for orientation and introduction into the degree program.

Required Courses (9 credit hours) (all courses are required)

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credits

	DEP 5001 
	Biostatistics
	3

	DEP 5050
	Bioterrorism and All-Hazards Preparedness
	3

	DEP 6010
	Practicum in Selected Track
	3


Management and Leadership Cluster (3 credit hours)

	DEP 5010
	Leadership and Organizational Behavior for Emergency Preparedness
	3

	DEP 5020
	Preparedness Planning, Mitigation and Continuity Management
	3

	DEP 5030
	Executive Leadership and Administration
	3

	DEP 5040
	Security Management in a Global Society
	3


Threats, Hazards and Impacts Cluster (3 credit hours)

	DEP 5060
	Environmental Hazards in Emergency Preparedness
	3

	DEP 5070
	Risk Assessment and Mitigation
	3

	DEP 5080
	Agro-terrorism and Food System Disasters
	3

	DEP 5090
	Weapons of Mass Threat and Communicable Diseases
	3


Elective Courses – 21 credit hours
Students must take 4 courses from their chosen track, plus 3 additional courses selected from the entire curriculum.

General Electives (12 credit hours)

	DEP 6110
	Community Vulnerability Assessment
	3

	DEP 6120
	Psychosocial Dimensions of Disaster
	3

	DEP 6130
	Risk and Crisis Communications
	3

	DEP 6150
	Grant Writing for Emergency Preparedness
	3

	DEP 6160
	Leadership Topics in Disaster and Emergency Preparedness
	3

	DEP 6170
	Elective Practicum
	3

	DEP 6180
	Exercise Design
	3


Maritime Safety Track Electives (12 credit hours)

	DEP 6210
	Introduction to Maritime Safety
	3

	DEP 6220
	Maritime Safety and Security Leadership
	3

	DEP 6230
	Maritime Safety for the Cruise and Yachting Industries
	3

	DEP 6240
	Concepts in Shipboard Safety Management
	3

	DEP 6250
	History of Maritime Disasters
	3

	DEP 6260
	Maritime Environmental Responsibilities
	3


Cyber Security Track Electives (12 credit hours)

	MMIS 653
	Telecommunications and Computer Networking
	3

	MMIS 683
	Fundamentals of Security Technologies
	3

	MMIS 684
	Information Security Management
	3

	MMIS 685
	Information Security Governance
	3

	MMIS 686
	Information System Auditing
	3

	MMIS 687
	Information Security Project
	3


Law Enforcement/Criminal Justice Track Electives (12 credit hours)

	DEP 6423
	Interagency Disaster Communication
	3

	DEP 6424
	Community Disaster Preparedness
	3

	DEP 6404
	Community Planning, Response, & Recovery for Families & Children
	3

	DEP 6410
	Emergency Preparedness Public Policy and Law
	3

	DEP 6440
	Crisis Management in Times of Crisis
	3


Public Health Track Electives (12 credit hours)

	DEP 6500
	Epidemiology of Disasters
	3

	DEP 6501
	Foundations of Public Health
	3

	DEP 6502 
	Environmental and Occupational Health
	3

	DEP 6510
	Public Health Issues in Disaster and Emergency Preparedness
	3

	DEP 6520
	Veterinary Challenges in Disasters
	3


Fire Administration Track Electives (12 credit hours)

	DEP 6610
	Fire Service Operations 
	3

	DEP 6620
	Fire Service Leadership
	3

	DEP 6630
	Fire Service Disaster Communications
	3

	DEP 6410
	Emergency Preparedness Public Policy and Law
	3

	DEP 6440
	Conflict Management in Times of Crisis
	3


Environmental Hazards Track Electives (12 credit hours)

	DEP 5060
	Environmental Hazards in Emergency Preparedness
	3

	DEP 5080
	Agroterrorism and Food System
	3

	PUH 5201
	Foundations of Public Health
	3

	PUH 5220
	Environmental and Occupational Health 
	3

	DEP 6260
	Maritime Environmental Responsibilities
	3

	DEP 6710
	Weather and Disaster and Emergency Preparedness
	3


Total Program Credits Required: 36 Credits 
Nova Southeastern University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.   

For more information: 

Contact: Kelley Davis, Ph.D.

Program Director
Institute for Disaster and Emergency Preparedness
College of Osteopathic Medicine

Nova Southeastern University

3200 S. University Drive

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33328 

Phone: 954-262-4319
Mobile: 954-288-5326 

Email: kelley.davis@nova.edu 

Additional Information:  http://osteopathic.nova.edu/msdep/index.html 
Update: 7/28/15
“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

