University of Washington – Institute for Hazard Mitigation Planning and Research

An Institute for Hazard Mitigation Planning and Research has been established in the College of Architecture and Urban Planning at the University of Washington. The institute is providing research, mitigation planning courses, and community outreach opportunities for graduate and undergraduate students and faculty from a variety of 
disciplines. Through the Department of Urban Design and Planning's Masters in Urban Planning program the Institute currently offers an area of emphasis in mitigation planning and has plans to offer a certificate program during the coming year.
The University of Washington, Department of Urban Design and Planning, offers the Master in Strategic Planning for Critical Infrastructures (MSPCI), a fully accredited online master's program for leaders in charge of protecting critical infrastructures and emergency services.
The MSPCI program is designed to train managers in the strategic decision-making required to prevent and counter threats to critical infrastructures and public health. A blend of strategic planning and systems theory, it follows a distinctive analytic approach, different from the conventional emergency management approach to hazards. It begins with a systems analysis—to include both process and information flows, and analyses of the system's environment, resources and management—and seeks to make the critical infrastructures more resilient to break-down, whether caused by terrorist acts, natural hazards, or normal accidents.

The MSPCI program is guided by an advisory board UW faculty and professionals in the field.

Institute research has already explored a wide variety of subjects, including geographic information systems, remote sensing, pre-event planning, and homeowners' attitudes toward structural retrofitting.  Outreach opportunities will become available through intern positions in local government emergency management offices and through local 
disaster operations as they occur.  For further information about the University of Washington's new Institute for Hazard Mitigation Planning and Research visit the institute's Web site: http://depts.washington.edu/mitigate.

Washington State University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Northwest Association of School and Colleges, the regional accrediting association.  
For more information: 
Contact: Bob Freitag, Director of the Institute for Hazard Mitigation Planning and Research 
University of Washington 
Dept. of Urban Design & Planning - College of Architecture & Urban Planning 
Seattle, Washington 98195 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: bfreitag@u.washington.edu 
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