North Dakota State University - Ph.D. in Emergency Management 

The Department of Emergency Management at NDSU believes that through educating students in and conducting research related to emergency management several objectives can be accomplished:
· The occurrence of hazard events (i.e., emergencies, disasters, catastrophes, and complex humanitarian crises) can be reduced;

· When hazard events do occur, the impacts and needs generated as a result can be decreased; and,

· Moreover, when hazard events occur, they can be coped with effectively and efficiently.
The Department believes that a reduction in the occurrence of hazard events, a decrease in resulting impacts and needs, and the efficiency and effectiveness with which hazard events are coped can be based upon a body of knowledge. The body of knowledge will describe and explain patterns, processes, change, and effectiveness/efficiency related to how human beings create, interact, and cope with hazards, vulnerabilities, and associated events. The foundational knowledge will be provided by research conducted within the discipline of emergency management as well as the integration and synthesis of findings related to emergency management from other academic disciplines.
The doctoral program in emergency management occupies an important place within this vision.
North Dakota State University offers a Doctor of Philosophy in Emergency Management designed to prepare graduates for careers teaching future generations of emergency management students in higher education programs, conducting research that describes and explains patterns, processes, change, and effectiveness/efficiency related to emergency management, and/or policy development and analysis related to emergency management. 

The degree program is built on a core of emergency management courses to help students learn how human beings create, interact, and cope with hazards, vulnerability, and associated events. The program emphasizes the study of how human beings cope with hazard events through activities related to preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation.  Additionally, the degree program requires students to choose two areas of concentration built on courses from disciplines outside of emergency management to complement their emergency management educational foundation.  

This comprehensive and challenging program is committed both to extensive research and its practical application in the areas of emergency management. Throughout the graduate career, students will have the opportunity to conduct research and work in the field. 
The Ph.D. is awarded in recognition of significant depth of understanding and scholarly achievement in emergency management. The recipient must complete all of the required course work, pass three written comprehensive exams (one on emergency management theory, one that tests student knowledge of the literature related to two of the four functional areas of emergency management, and one on research methods), complete a novel and significant research project for the dissertation; and successfully this research in an oral examination. The student’s progress will be reviewed by a supervisory committee that is responsible for reviewing the student’s plan of study, written comprehensive examinations, dissertation proposal, and dissertation defense. 
The requirements to complete a doctoral degree in Emergency Management are as follows:

Theory and Methods (complete all, 15 credits) 

EMGT 720: Emergency Management Theory

SOC 700: Qualitative Methods 

SOC 701: Quantitative Methods OR COMM 707: Quantitative Methods

EMGT 730: Advanced Research Methods 

STAT 725: Applied Statistics 

Emergency Management Functional Areas (complete all, 12 credits) 

EMGT 761: Preparedness Theory and Practice

EMGT 762: Mitigation Theory and Practice 

EMGT 763: Response Theory and Practice

EMGT 764: Recovery Theory and Practice 

Functional Area Specialization (complete two courses, 6 credits) 

EMGT 861: Preparedness Theory and Practice II

EMGT 862: Mitigation Theory and Practice II

EMGT 863: Response Theory and Practice II

EMGT 864: Recovery Theory and Practice II

Emergency Management Elective Courses (complete seven courses, 21 credits)

EMGT 620: Hazard, Risk, and Vulnerability Assessment

EMGT 610: Comprehensive Emergency Management Planning

EMGT 614: Spatial Analysis in Emergency Management

EMGT 625: International Emergency Management

EMGT 635: Issues in Homeland Security and Emergency Management

EMGT 645: Vulnerability and Functional Needs in Emergency Management

EMGT 681: Disaster Analysis

EMGT 661: Business Continuity & Crisis Management 

EMGT 663: Voluntary Agency Disaster Services

EMGT 664: Disaster and Culture 

EMGT 696: Special Topics

Other electives (complete four courses, 12 credits)

Practicums (complete total of three courses, 9 credits)

EMGT 894: Emergency Management Research Practicum

EMGT 895: Emergency Management Applied Practicum 

Dissertation (15 credits)

EMGT 899: Dissertation

TOTAL = 90 credits
NDSU is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.
For more information: 
Contact: Jessica Jensen, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Graduate Coordinator

North Dakota State University 

Department of Emergency Management 

Department 2351, P.O. Box 6050

Fargo, North Dakota 58108 
Phone: 701-231-5886

Email: ja.jensen@ndsu.edu 

Or

Dr. Daniel Klenow
Professor and Head
Phone: (701) 231-8925 
Fax: (701) 231-1047 
Email: Daniel.Klenow@ndsu.edu  
Additional Information: http://www.ndsu.edu/emgt 
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