University of California at Los Angeles – Nine Emergency Public Health and Related Courses
 

The Center for Public Health and Disasters in the Graduate School of Public Health is presently offering nine courses entitles: 1) An Overview of Emergency Public Health, which covers “the physical forces which result in natural disasters; principles of civilian as well as municipal service preparedness and response; the role of the international community and relief agencies in humanitarian assistance; the delivery of health care to displaced populations; and research methods in the disaster setting.” 2) Program Planning in Community Disaster Preparedness: Hazard Risk Assessment and Response Planning, which “combines health education and emergency management principles to design, plan, implement, and evaluate community disaster preparedness programs.  This course includes needs assessment; identification of target population; objective writing; program planning; and process, outcome, and impact evaluation.” 3) Cooperative Interagency Management in Disasters which “Provides an overview of the complexities of managing mass population emergencies; Explores how governments, non-profit, and private agencies interface in planning and responding to disasters; Examines the actions of local, state, and federal agencies in disasters; and Critically looks at how health care infrastructures of hospitals, public health programs, and emergency medical services are challenged by disasters.” 4) Post-Disaster Community Health.  “Defines the role of public health before, during, and after a disaster; Examines research and practice approaches to addressing the public’s health in the context of disasters; Identifies ways that public health practitioners interface with the pre-existing health management structure; Evaluates the impact of disasters on health by using data collection, management, and analyses; Looks at the surveillance of health status before and after disasters; and Explores ways to disseminate health information in relation to disasters.” 5) Intentional Disasters: Complex Emergencies and Forced Migration.  “Looks at health impacts of widespread violence, contrasts this with natural disasters, examines root and military causes, and explores health issues caused by forced population migration and strategies for providing health care.”  6) Interdisciplinary Response to Infectious Disease Emergencies.  “Focuses on how to prepare for and manage disease outbreaks that result from bioterrorist attacks and emerging infectious diseases.  Students will work with colleagues in medicine, dentistry, and nursing to identify and respond to disease outbreaks and bioterrorist attacks.”  7) Public Health and National Security at the U.S. – Mexico Border. “Students will: Understand the concepts of borders and the common definitions and legal principles that exist with human determined geographic boundaries; Recognize the public health challenges that exist when borders separate populations of differing cultures and economic status; Understand the differences in health care delivery methods and goals that exist across borders; Recognize the risks and difficulties that exist at borders with regard to national security and terrorist activity; Provide an overview of the  public health issues at borders that center on free trade and mutual cooperation between nations.  8) Risk Communications. “Immerse students in selected aspects of risk communications.  At the end of this course, students will be able to: Understand theories of risk communications; Understand how risk is portrayed by the media; Identify risk communications practices; Understand crisis risk communications methods; Identify risk communications skills and strategies for media outreach.”  9) Management of Food and Nutrition in Major Emergencies. "Help students understand the data and principles needed to design rational and cost-effective food and nutrition emergency relief approaches and programs."
 

This curricular focus is designed to help build the capacity of public health professionals to prepare for and respond to disasters.  These courses are open to enrolled graduate students in the UCLA School of Public Health, and to interested members of the community through the UCLA Extension.
 
The University of California, Los Angeles is granted accreditation by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).
 
For further information:
 
Contact: Center for Public Health and Disasters
1145 Gayley Avenue
Suite 304
Los Angeles, California 90024
Ph: (310) 794-0864
Fax: (310) 794-0889
Email: cphdr@ucla.edu
 

Additional Information: www.cphd.ucla.edu
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