
  

Virginia Commonwealth University – Master of Arts Degree in Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness  
 
The Homeland Security/Emergency Preparedness (HSEP) online master's degree program, 
housed in the Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, was launched as the nation’s first homeland security and emergency preparedness 
program in 2005. This online master’s degree program prepares you to meet the latest challenges 
posed by natural disasters and terrorist threats as you take your career to the next level. 
 
Our 36-credit curriculum provides you with a thorough understanding of all aspects of homeland 
security, including emergency management, cybersecurity, intelligence, critical infrastructure 
protection and more. By the time you graduate, you will be ready to advance your career in 
organizations public and private, and in a wide range of fields.  
A multidisciplinary curriculum equips you with the decision-making, leadership and 
policymaking skills you need to manage the complexities of disaster planning and response. 
 
Students have the benefit of learning from exceptional faculty who have practical experience in a 
wide range of settings, including intelligence, emergency management, counterterrorism, law 
enforcement, cybersecurity and military operations. 
 
This online program is designed to fit your life. And because the same expert faculty design all 
HSEP courses, traditional and online, you can be confident that you are getting a quality learning 
experience. 
 
Curriculum: 
HSEP 501 Institutional Challenges of Security and Prep. – 3 credits  
HSEP 502 Survey of Terrorism – 3 credits 
HSEP 601 EM: Response Planning and Incident Command – 3 credits 
HSEP 623 Research Methods for Government and Public Affairs – 3 credits 
HSEP 602 Government, Private Industry, and Community Strategic Planning – 3 credits 
HSEP 603 Risk Assessment – 3 credits 
HSEP 610 Law Enforcement Policy and Judicial Precedent – 3 credits 
HSEP 620 Private Sector Issues in Security and Prep. – 3 credits 
HSEP 628 Cybersecurity Law and Policy – 3 credits 
HSEP 640 Intelligence – 3 credits 
HSEP 650 Public Health System Preparedness – 3 credits 
HSEP 690 Capstone Seminar 
 
Internship is optional.   
 
Virginia Commonwealth University is accreded by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools, Commission on Colleges.  
 

For more information contact:  
 



  

Dr. William V. Pelfrey, Jr. 
Associate Professor/Chair 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
923 Est Frankin Street,103 Scherer Hall, P.O. Box 842028 
Richmond, VA 23284-2028 
Phone: (804) 828-8467 
Email: wvpelfrey@vcu.edu 

 
Additional Information: https://wilder.vcu.edu/programs/homeland-security-and-
emergency-preparedness/  

 
Update:12/10/2019 

 
“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government 
Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies 
as federal Web sites.” 
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