Park University, Hauptmann School of Public Affairs – Concentration and Graduate Certificate in Disaster and Emergency Management 

Park University’s Hauptmann School for Public Affairs offers a Master’s of Public Affairs with a concentration in Disaster and Emergency Management (MPA – DEM).  The MPA – DEM is designed for the professional who is already working within disaster or emergency management services or a related field, or who wants to become more familiar with disaster and emergency management.  Our students typically come from public service, military, emergency services, nonprofit, and critical infrastructure (utilities, healthcare, public works, schools, etc) backgrounds.  Within the 18-credit hour MPA program, the 18-credit hour DEM concentration includes three DEM theory courses and three applied DEM electives; an internship in lieu of one elective is required for students without emergency management or disaster response experience.  All of the DEM faculty have extensive experience working in emergency management and disaster response services, providing a critical link between theoretical principles and applied practice of disaster and emergency management.  
Graduate certificates are available in Disaster and Emergency Management and in Homeland Security.  The 14-credit hour DEM certificate requires PA 552 plus one additional theory/foundation course, plus 8 credits of theory/integration electives.  The 12-credit hour Homeland Security certificate requires PA 552 plus one additional theory/foundation course, plus PA 588 and PA 589.   

All DEM courses are taught online; the MPA core courses are available face-to-face (for students in the Kansas City area) and online.

DEM concentration courses:

Three DEM Theory/Foundation courses, 3 credit hours each:

PA 551 
Principles of Disaster and Emergency Management

PA 552
Public Policy and Disaster

PA 553
Disaster and Society

DEM Theory/Integration courses, 2 or 3 credits each, choose 9 hours

PA 582
Disaster, Disease, and Public Health (3 cr)
PA 583
Technology, Accidents, and Organizations (2 cr)
PA 584
Continuity of Government Operations (2 cr)

PA 585
Natural Hazards and the Urban Environment (2 cr)

PA 586
Planning for Emergencies and Disasters (2 cr)

PA 588
Current Issues in Homeland Security (3 cr)

PA 589
Theoretical Principles of Terrorism (3 cr)

PA 504
Internship (2-3 cr, required for students without DEM experience)

Park University is granted accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.  

For more information:

Contact:  Melanie Smith, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor and Area Coordinator, Disaster and Emergency Management

Park University 
Assistant MPA Program Director
911 Main Street, Suite 900 

Kansas City, Missouri 64105

Phone: (816) 559-5609
Email: msmith@park.edu
Additional Information: Webpage: http://www.park.edu/academics/academic-programs/graduate-programs/master-of-public-affairs/index.html or Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/hauptmannschool
Update: 07/16/2015
“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

